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CLAREMONT CARS
PRIVATE HIRE SERVICE
From Bidford & Honeybourne
We offer a professional door to door service by appointment
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
Serving South Warwickshire, the North Cotswolds and the Vale of Evesham,
we cover all locations, both locally and throughout the U.K.
Estate Cars and people carriers up to 8 seats are available.
We specialise in meet-and –greet facilities at all major UK Airports.
Sample discounted rates (at 1st January 2019) including up to four
passengers (supplement applies for people carrier):
BIDFORD OR HONEYBOURNE to
From
Birmingham
Heathrow
Gatwick
Manchester

£70
£140
£170
£155

From
Bristol Airport
Luton Airport
Stansted
Southampton

£115
£145
£170
£150

Please enquire for rates from your local area or for any other destination.
FOR THE BEST IN PRIVATE ~HIRE
CALL NOW ON:
01386 833660
Philip Hickson – 53 Stratford Rd, Honeybourne,
Evesham. WR11 7PP
E-mail: info@claremontcars.co.uk
Website: www.claremontcars.co.uk
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Letter from the Vicar

(St John, chapter 20, verses 1113, NRSV)
I have said for years that it is hard for us to imagine the sense of utter
hopelessness that the followers of Jesus Christ must have felt when they
watched him die on a cross on that first Good Friday. All their hopes were
dashed and the disciples found themselves isolated, alone, despairing
and frightened. After all that we have lived through over the past year, I
wonder if, this Easter, we really can claim to have more of an
understanding of what the disciples experienced? Isolation, loneliness,
despair and fear have, because of the onset of COVID19, and the
numerous restrictions that followed, been our companions.
The first followers of Jesus Christ soon discovered that the events of
Good Friday – events that saved us from our sins and opened the way
for us to have unfettered and unrestricted access to our loving God and
Father in and through Jesus – were not the end of the story. As St John
recorded in his Gospel, Christ did not remain in the tomb. Mary, who had
gone to the tomb early in the morning, found the stone rolled away from
the entrance and, instead of Christ’s body, ‘she saw two angels in white,
sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying.’ Death, we were soon to
learn does not have dominion over Christ. He has risen from the dead. A
physical and spiritual resurrection. Resurrection in every conceivable
sense and understanding of that word. Hallelujah!
But, how can we be sure? How do we know this wasn’t some sort fake
news? We can have confidence that Christ rose from the dead because
we have the accounts of those who saw him after the resurrection – who
spoke with him, ate with him and, in the case of doubting Thomas, were
able to verify the evidence of crucifixion on Christ’s body. We can have
confidence that Christ rose from the dead because those wounds, on his
head, hands, feet and side, are hallmarks – hallmarks of love. We can
have confidence that Christ rose from the dead because, around the
world on Easter Day, some 2,000 years after it happened, Christians will
celebrate again Christ’s total and absolute triumph over death and
darkness. These examples all give credibility and authenticity to the
claim Christians make that, just as Jesus Christ really died, so he really
rose from the dead. More than that, they reveal the height, depth, length
and breadth of God’s love for you – that God would give His one and
only Son that all might be reconciled to Him.
This year, we need to hear the good news of resurrection more than

ever. We will proclaim that good news in churches across the Vale &
Cotswold Edge Team this Easter Day. Through his resurrection, Christ
not only defeated death but also the isolation, loneliness, despair and
fear that many of us have known over the past year. The resurrection
of Jesus Christ offers to all who would believe, however falteringly at
times, hope – hope for the here and now and hope for eternity. Let us
go forward together in resurrection hope, light and love.
I wish you all a very Happy Easter.
With love,
Scott

The Prison Advice Care Trust is a charity that supports
people through the criminal justice system. We are
currently looking for volunteers at Long Lartin prison in
South Littleton.
We are looking for volunteers to work in our visits
centre supporting the families that are visiting loved
ones. We also need volunteers to work in our café and
our children’s play area.
PACT offer excellent training and support for volunteers.
If you think it is something that you could do please get
in touch with Aileen Anderson
aileen.anderson@prisonadvice.org.uk

County Councillor Report
Dear All

Update on the vaccines rolled out in
Worcestershire

See
https://herefordshireandworcestershireccg.nhs.
uk/covid19vaccine for more up to date
information showing where you can be
vaccinated and what to expect when you arrive.
The good news is Worcestershire is one of the
best performing counties in the rollout for
vaccinations.
Patients are reminded that the GP’s or NHS are
contacting people in priority groups when it is
their turn to receive the vaccine; people over
50’s are now being called. However, if
you know your NHS number (10
digits) you can use the following
website to book a vaccination and are
eligible (ie of a certain age). See
https://www.nhs.uk/booka
coronavirusvaccination/doyouhave
annhsnumber
To see the latest statistics on
vaccinations – see
https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/
statisticalworkareas/covid19
vaccinations/
And in Worcestershire see
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/ho
mepage/648/worcestershire_covid
19_vaccinations_dashboard
Even if you have received the
vaccine, you must still follow the
national lock down rules.
Besides the vaccine rollout, the other
big news since my last report is good
progress is being made with the
Government’s roadmap out of
Lockdown. For full details see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/public
ations/covid19responsespring

2021/covid19responsespring2021summary
Roll on 12th April when I can get my hair cut and drink a pint in the pub gardens!
More Investment in our County’s infrastructure. Last month the County Council
confirmed the budget for 2021/22. There is a small increase in the County Council’s
share of the council tax of 1% for Adult Social Care levy and 1.5% to support new
investments that the public have requested in areas like Footways & Highways, but
this still keeps Worcestershire as having one of the lowest council tax in the UK.
The extra investment means;
•
Normally the County spends £14m on the maintenance of roads, but will
spend over £20m in 2020/21 and another £20m+ in 2021/22. (Worcestershire
Roads are already some of the best maintained in the UK)
•
The expenditure on maintaining Footways/Cycleways is equally impressive,
the County will be spending £6m this year and £7.3m next year. For example:
o
New zebra crossings in Honeybourne & in Broadway.
o
New cycleway from South Littleton to Blackminster School.

Roadmap out of Lockdown

Self-isolation support payment

From Monday, 28 September 2020, you are required by law to selfisolate if you
are told to do so by NHS Test and Trace.
The Government has introduced a £500 support payment to help people on low
incomes who have to selfisolate. The scheme will run until 31 January 2021 but is
being kept under review by the Government. See for more details;
https://www.wychavon.gov.uk/communityandliving/coronaviruscovid19
update/selfisolationsupportpayment

How to get a COVID-1 9 test

Currently there is good testing capacity in Worcestershire. Supply is meeting
demand in the county. To organise a test go to
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20769/coronavirus_covid
19/2247/coronavirus_covid19_testing

WHERE CAN I GET FURTHER INFORMATION, HELP AND ADVICE?
Reminder that the Here2Help website www.worcestershire.gov.uk/here2help is the
first point of contact if people want to offer assistance or gain support. The other
option is the telephone contact number which is staffed 8am6pm 6 days a week –
01905 768053.
Carers who support a family member or friend who require support should contact
the Worcestershire Association of Carers on www.carersworcs.org.uk or call the
Helpline 0300 012 4272.
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/coronavirus

NHS Website for information on Coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronaviruscovid19/

Financial support for you

If you are struggling financially then the advice is to make a claim for Universal
Credit, Council Tax Support and other benefits you may be eligible for.
There is more information on the coronavirus employments and benefits page.
Help paying your Council Tax
You can apply online for Council Tax Support if you are struggling to pay your bill.
More information is available on our Benefits and Council Tax page.
Even if you are not eligible for Council Tax Support, you still may be able to defer
your payments for a short period or spread them over 12 months instead of ten.
Please contact the Council’s team by emailing
Revenues@southworcestershirerevenues.gov.uk or call 03004 560560 to discuss
your circumstances and they will do their best to help you.

Support for businesses

The Council’s new business support programme, Here2Help Business is live
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20807/here2help_business
It is a £3m programme designed to assist local Worcestershire Businesses to
recover, adapt, develop and support future resilience as lockdown measures
reduce.
Also see the Government website www.businesssupport.gov.uk which has details
of all the support available to businesses. And for Worcestershire businesses – see
www.businesscentral.co.uk

Other support available

Please check the Government’s website for information about support for business
during COVID19.
Worcestershire Business Central are there to advise local businesses on grant
funding and support helping you restart and recover. Please see their website, call
them on 01905 677 888 or email info@businesscentral.co.uk.
Please also see the Chamber of Commerce Herefordshire and Worcestershire
Coronavirus information hub.

Furlough scheme extended

The furlough scheme is to have a fivemonth extension into Spring 2021 with
employees receiving 80% of their current salary for hours not worked.
There will be increases to selfemployed support through the SelfEmployment
Income Support Scheme (SEISS). This will be increased, with the third grant
covering November to January calculated at 80% of average trading profits, up to
a maximum of £7,500. More information on the support available from these

schemes is here.

Support given to Worcestershire employees & employers

•
39,700 employees were furloughed as at end of January = 14.7% of
workforce
•
17,000 grants given totalling £140m
•
753 Coronavirus Business Interruption Loans Schemes (CBILS) totalling
nearly £200m
•
12,228 bounce back loans valued at £353m

Update on flooding in Broad Marston

Good progress has been made in the last month;
•
Noleham Brook was cleared of fallen trees by the owners of Broad Marston
Manor. They are also repairing the drainage pipe from the ditch between the
Manor and Ruby House
•
The ditch from Priory Lane along Broad Marston Rd and around the forest
has been dug out with thanks to James from White Cottage and Brian from
Henson Plant Hire
•
WCC will start work to build the headwall on the bank of Noleham brook at
the end of the ditch behind Cotswold View end of March/beginning of April. This
ditch in normal times takes the water off the road to the brook, but in flood
situations the brook fills up the ditch and pours water onto the road. A cement bag
headwall level with the wooden footbridge with a small pipe and nonreturn flap
would prevent this occurring.
•
Drawings and calculations for the building of the bund in the flood
plain/wetlands on Heart of England Forest field have been completed, and
hopefully in April a meeting will occur to submit these to the Environment Agency.
•
Pebworth Parish Lengthsman to check non return flaps working correctly on
drains from end of Priory Lane to Noleham Brook

Highways:

There are quite a lots and lots of roadworks in the area over the next month, so
please visit https://one.network/ to see all the details.
1.
Road closure in Station Rd Honeybourne/ Buckle Street for Zebra Crossing
to be finished and antiskid surfacing to applied end of March
2.
B4085 closed Badsey/South Littleton from 6th April to 7th May for new
cycleway to Blackminster School to be built

As always, if you have any issues on any Highways matters, please report it on the
WCC website http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/homepage/98/report_it
Also remember a photo of the Highways problem is as good as “a thousand words”
so always take a photo where possible.
County Council Divisional Fund
The fund is now closed until June 2021
Your County Councillor, Alastair Adams can be contacted on
adams.pebworth@gmail.com or mobile 07725 979 277 or www.alastairadams.org

Lastest Information on Avian Influenza, from Defra
As you will be aware, an Avian Influenza Prevention Zone, requiring enhanced
biosecurity, was announced in November, and since December all poultry has
had to be kept indoors in enclosed runs with no contact with wild birds.
Following a reduction in the risk of avian influenza to both wild and kept birds
to ‘medium’, Wednesday 31 March 2021 will be the last day poultry and other
captive birds will need to be housed as a requirement of the AIPZ.
Housing restrictions end at 23:59 on 31 March 2021. All other biosecurity
measures in the AIPZ remain in force until further notice and are a legal
requirement for all bird keepers in England (whether they have pet birds,
commercial flocks or just a few birds in a backyard flock).
Further details of the measures that apply in the AIPZ can be found in the
AIPZ declaration. The housing measures apply from 14 December 2020 to 31
March 2021, all other AIPZ measures remain in force until further notice.
Actions you need to take to protect your birds
Make the range (the outdoor area birds have access to) unattractive to wild
birds, particularly wild waterfowl, corvids (e.g. crows and magpies) or gulls
• Net or cover ponds – you must net or cover any ponds that are within the
fenced range area. You should also consider netting ponds or larger bodies of
water within 100m of the perimeter of the outdoor area if within your premises.
If this is not possible you should take steps to deter birds from accessing
them.
• Fence off ponds, streams, standing water or wet or boggy areas – whilst the
Avian Influenza Prevention Zone is in place, poultry must not be allowed
access to areas around ponds, streams, canals or other wet areas as there is
a much greater risk that these areas have been contaminated by the
droppings of wild birds.
• Remove any wild bird feed sources – check the range and surrounding
areas for any feed sources that might attract wild birds: these are most likely
to be associated with wet areas but also include spilt grain, seeds and
uncovered feed bins. All feeding must be undertaken under cover.
Decontaminate and sanitise the range
Reduce spread by people or objects
• Limit the number of people who have access to the range and ensure that
they have no contact with any other poultry or birds.
• If people have to enter the range, ensure they have dedicated footwear and
outer clothing.

PEBWORTH PARISH COUNCIL
Monthly Parish Council News and Updates

Dog Fouling:

Dog fouling problems continue as many more dogs are being exercised in all
parts of the village and the dog mess problem has greatly increased over the
last year due to the Covid lockdown. Further measures to help relieve the
problem will be considered at the next council meeting including the
possibility that dogs should be kept on leads while on The Close where loose
dogs and irresponsible owners are causing a problem.

Village Hall:

Cllr James Pearson reported the handover should take place in midMarch.
He circulated an analysis of the receipts and payments for the Village Hall
project which include a donation from the Pebworth Rural Cinema. The
expenditure on the project is analysed between what we have spent to date
and the billing to come in. In summary terms we will have received £263,229
from various sources (Public Works Loan, Legacy funding etc) and will spend
£263,300, a shortfall of £71.00

Flooding

Cllr Alistair Adams reported that Nolan Brook had been cleared of fallen trees
and further clearance works are ongoing by landowners. It was noted that
the Environment Agency’s policy is to hold back flood water on farmland by
not clearing brooks to mitigate flooding of other villages. Negotiations with
the Environment Agency are ongoing to enable the flood alleviation
proposals on the Heart of England Forest land in the village.

Traffic Speed

Speeding issues in Little Meadows were brought to the council attention and
the council agreed to progress the following remedial actions
•
Ask the local police to carry out speed enforcement in Middlesex.
•
Purchasing a VAS device to be considered in the next budget review.
•
Consider the cost of installing white gates at the approaches to
Middlesex.
•
Request the WCC to carry out a traffic speed survey.
The survey will create an accurate speeding report and if appropriate
encourage the County Council to install traffic calming measures in the area.
It was noted that all approach roads into the village are relatively straight and
traffic speeds are excessive on all approaches to the village.

Sport and Leisure facilities

The public consultation on Sec 106 fund expenditure confirmed that Gym
equipment received the majority of suggestions. The council has agreed to
further investigate a Petanque/Boule area for the Close or recreation field as
it fits the requirement for the fund’s expenditure and parishioners’ thoughts
on the suggestion are most welcome.

For up to Date Council information, Agendas and Draft Minutes Visit
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/MyParish and then link to Pebworth.
Or contact the Clerk: Mr. John Stedman Tel: 01789 773999 email j
stedman@btconnect.com

Please keep an eye on the church
noticeboards for any changes in service
times.

Sadly, the strict guidelines
regarding the virus mean that
flowers are not allowed in the
church at the moment, so if you are
one of the lovely arrangers, or a
Holy Duster, please be guided by
the church wardens and the
noticeboards for the moment.
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Who’s Who?
Editor: Claire Poore

Email: editor@thepetrus.co.uk  (contributions before 19th of month,
please) Tel: 01386 832800

Vicar:

Rev. Scott Watts
Tel: 01386 834946
Email: revscottwatts@yahoo.com

Eucharistic Assistants:
Michael Veal
Elizabeth Spencer

Churchwardens:

Elizabeth Spencer 01789 720078 & Michael Veal 01789 720238

Assistant Churchwardens:

Jenny McLeish 01789 720064

Treasurer:

Richard Hartwell

PCC Members:

Pam Veal (Vice Chairperson), John Ilott and Jenny McLeish

Bell Tower Captain:

Martin Penny 01386 49411

Flower Rota:

Gill Thomas 01789 720263

Electoral Roll Officer:

Rachel Jarrett 01789 721513
Opinions expressed in this magazine are the personal opinions of the authors and might not represent
the policy of the PCC. Such material is offered as a source of debate or reflection.
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