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CLAREMONT CARS
PRIVATE HIRE SERVICE

From Bidford & Honeybourne
We offer a professional door to door service by appointment 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Serving South Warwickshire, the North Cotswolds and the Vale of Evesham, 
we cover all locations, both locally and throughout the U.K.

Estate Cars and people carriers up to 8 seats are available.
We specialise in meetand –greet facilities at all major UK Airports.
Sample discounted rates (at 1st January 2019) including up to four 

passengers (supplement applies for people carrier):
       

BIDFORD OR HONEYBOURNE to

                         From                                           From

Birmingham       £70         Bristol Airport       £115
Heathrow          £140             Luton Airport        £145
Gatwick             £170             Stansted                 £170
Manchester        £155             Southampton         £150

Please enquire for rates from your local area or for any other destination.

FOR THE BEST IN PRIVATE ~HIRE
CALL NOW ON: 

01386 833660

Philip Hickson – 53 Stratford Rd, Honeybourne, 
Evesham. WR11 7PP

Email: info@claremontcars.co.uk
Website: www.claremontcars.co.uk



Editor's Letter

Hello!

On 2nd July it was exactly halfway through the year. I didn’t like discovering that, 
and now it’s August, then it’s back to school and before we know it it’s Christmas 
all over again. I surely can’t be the only one for whom time is moving much faster 
than I can keep up? Maybe it’s because I’m constantly looking at the next thing 
that needs to be done, the upcoming appointment or who needs to be where by 
when? I’m going to challenge myself (and also you, if you’re up for it) to slow 
down a couple of times a day and just think about what you are doing RIGHT 
NOW. Only a moment or two, but I’m hoping that it will just put the brakes on 
another day rushing past and me having very little memory of it by the morning! 
Good luck!

July sees a sad farewell to Rev Scott, who, along with the lovely Mrs Watts, has 
become a good friend. The first time I met him was at a teddy bear wedding at 
Honeybourne Church (I was invited as the official photographer) and I was struck 
by just how much joy he managed to impart to the whole congregation. There are 
a couple of photos on the next page.

 I’m sure the whole of Pebworth will join me in wishing them both all the very best 
for their move back home and lots of love. 

Whatever you are doing this summer, I hope you all have a lovely one.

Until next time,
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Letter from the Vicar

Dear friends,

This is the final article that I will write as your Team Vicar. As I take 
up my pen, I do with a mix of emotions. Inevitably, there is an 
element of excitement as Ros and I prepare to move back to our 
own house and rejoin a community that we had been part of for 21 
years prior to moving here in 2017. There is a similar sense of 
excitement as I ponder my new role at Addenbrooke’s Hospital. But, 
of course, there is also, as I mentioned in last month’s letter, a 
sense of profound sadness at leaving behind people and places that 
we have come to love very much indeed. Ros and I both feel this 
keenly. We go, though, with our hands placed in, and held firmly by, 
the hand of God.

I want to take this opportunity to thank you for the welcome, 
acceptance, love and, so often, friendship, that you have shown us 
since we arrived here as strangers in June 2017. Since then, we 
have walked together through many joys and, of course, sorrows. 
Through it all, I have encouraged you to place your trust and hope 
in the One who is always dependable and who will never abandon 
us, stop loving us or fail us. Such is the heart and very essence of 
our great God, revealed to us in His Son, Jesus Christ, and made 
known in our hearts, minds and souls by God’s Holy Spirit at work in 
us.

I was reminded of the need to place our trust and hope absolutely in 
God when, towards the end of July, I presented each of the Year 6 
leavers from Willersey Church of England Primary School with a 
Bible. We do this each year for those moving onto secondary school 
and, when I hand out the Bibles, I like to read a verse that I feel in 
that moment is relevant to them and all that lies ahead. This is what 
I read to them this year,

‘Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
and don’t depend on your own understanding.

Remember the Lord in all you do,
and he will give you success.’

(Proverbs, chapter 3, verses 56 – New Common Version)

I have known those words since I was a child and I have tried – with 



mixed success! – to live my life by them. I offer them to you now 
as my parting gift to you all. They are as relevant to the church 
communities that I leave behind, and to each of the villages, as 
they area to the children I read them to just a few days ago.

Thank you, with all my heart, for all that we have shared. Ros and I 
thank God for these past five years. You will never be far from our 
thoughts and prayers and we hope that, from time to time, you will 
remember us and our time together as fondly as we will remember 
you. It has been my privilege to live and serve amongst you.

With love always,

Scott
Rev Scott Watts
Team Vicar





Pebworth Parish Council
Selected Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting of the Parish 

Council held 
At the Village Hall, Pebworth on Monday 4th July 2022

Present:  Councillors: Simon Shiers, James Pearson & David Cranage 
In attendance: District Councillor Thomas HavemannMart, Mrs D Bowles 
(Clerk)
Also in attendance: 1 member of the public. 
Apologies Considered for Absence: Cllrs Hyde, Parkins, Weller & Meynell  
approved

Open Forum: The Chairman suspended the formal meeting for the Ward 
Members and public participation. 
a) 1 member of the public was in attendance:
• There is still no date for the installation of the VAS poles. As the VAS was 
received some time ago Clerk to request, once again, that the Lengthsman be 
able to install the poles. 
• A question was raised whether the NDP is going to be reviewed. Clerk to 
check the document to see if a review date was put in place. 
b) District Councillor HavemannMart was not in attendance.
c) County Councillor Adams sent his apologies.
The Chairman closed the open forum and reconvened the meeting at 19:15.

Planning Matters: 
a) W/22/01256/HP Location: 25 Broad Marston Road, Broad Marston, 
Pebworth, Stratford Upon Avon, CV37 8XR. Proposal: Erection of proposed 
side extension and loft conversion, and installation of dropped kerb. Following 
discussion, the Council has no comments on the application.
b) W/22/00318/FUL Location: Long Barn, Friday Street, Pebworth, Stratford 
Upon Avon, CV37 8XW. Proposal  Change of use from agricultural to garden 
use and single storey extension to existing garage. Following discussion, the 
Council has no comments on the application. 
c) W/22/01253/HP Location: Ivy Cottage, Front Street, Pebworth, Stratford 
Upon Avon, CV37 8XQ Description of Proposal: Single storey rear extension. 
Following discussion, the Council has no comments on the application.

Council & Community Matters:
a) It was suggested that Cllr Weller respond to the Town & Parish Council 
Survey as he has had more experience and interaction with the police recently.
b) Members noted the appointment of Les Madden as the new Parish Flag
Person. Clerk to send thanks to Chris via email for his dedication, instigating 
the flagpole and providing flag day information.

Matters Raised by Members: The following matters were raised by Council 
Members for consideration for future agendas:



a) Query re Town Hall Car Park wall.

Staff:
The Clerk’s annual appraisal has been carried out with Cllr Weller. It was 
resolved that the Clerk’s salary be increased by one spinal column point 
from point 15 to 16 on the NJC salary pay scales with effect from 1st July 
2022. 

Date of Next Meeting:
Council confirmed the date of the next Ordinary Parish Council Meeting on 
Monday 5th September 2022 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall, Pebworth.
Closure of Meeting:  The Chairman closed the meeting at 19:45 hrs

Did you know that you are able to report issues 
online, whether it be fly tipping or abandoned 

vehicles, or many more at:
 

https://www.wychavon.gov.uk/reportit

Issues relating to noise and disturbance; smell 
nuisance and light pollution are investigated by 

the Environmental Health Team at 
Worcestershire Regulatory Services.  Their 

contact information is 
enquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk or 

telephone 01905 922799.
 







Legacy Grant Award
 
We are really pleased to announce that Pebworth Parish Council has won a 
bid for a Community Legacy Grant from Wychavon District Council to 
replace the timber play equipment on The Close. The £70,000 award was 
confirmed at a Wychavon Executive Board meeting on 20th July. The 
bidding was a very competitive process, assessed on a wide range of 
criteria, with 18 applications being for funding being made. Of those, only 13 
were successful with a total in excess of £1.1m being awarded across the 
successful applications.
 
Many of you will have seen and completed the questionnaire which was 
circulated earlier in the year.  If your children are at the village school you 
may well have been surveyed on a particularly snowy day back in March, 
and the Parish Council also received great feedback from its posts on the 
Pebworth Village Facebook page and other local facebook groups. All of the 
comments and suggestions were compiled into the application which was 
submitted in early June and, since then, we have been waiting for the 
verdict!
 
This is obviously wonderful news. The zipwire was taken out of action a 
couple of years age when it failed a safety check due to the timber supports 
decaying. The balance beams had similar problems and all that remains of 
them now are four timber stumps in the ground. The other timber items, the 
multi tower, wendy house and the horse and cart, are all still being 
maintained but are clearly approaching the end of their useful lives. The 
legacy grant gives us the opportunity to fund the replacement and upgrade 
of all of those items now, something the Parish Council would not have had 
the funds to do. The application showed how all parts of the village come 
together for a project like this. PIB picked up that there would be spare 
timber from the old equipment available when the new equipment is 
installed, and part of the application highlighted that they wanted to use that 
material for projects around the village.
 
The application also contained letters of support from Jane Cromack on 
behalf of the Village Hall Committee, Neil Champs on behalf of Pebworth 
First School, Thomas HavermannMart, our District Councillor and Alistair 
Adams, our County Councillor.
 
The Parish Council will now go through the process of formally signing up to 
the grant award and then the project will be put out to tender to ensure that 
we get the best value for money from the grant. That process will take a few 
months but we’ll keep people updated on progress via the Piper, the Petrus, 
the village email lists, the noticeboards and via Facebook.
 
James Pearson
Pebworth Parish Council



MUGA Tennis Repairs
 
Late last year it was noticed that one of the tennis posts on the MUGA was at 
an angle which was lifting a section of tarmac. That was professionally 
repaired but the problem has recently been noticed again, this time the 
section of tarmac which was lifted was considerably larger and the repair 
cost the Parish Council around £500. The company who undertook the repair 
said that the likely cause was excessive pressure on the net, not though 
tightening it but that it was more likely to be someone leaning or falling on the 
net to the extent that it was pulling the post out of the ground. We obviously 
do not know if this was accidental damage or vandalism but please, if you do 
notice anyone misusing the equipment, let someone on the Parish Council 
know as we want to preserve this asset for the village for future generations.
 
The latest repair was undertaken last month and the MUGA was back up and 
running for tennis within a few days of that.
 
The net is preset at an appropriate height, please do not attempt to tighten 
the net
 
Please look after this great asset to the village, . If there are any questions or 
comments please contact our parish clerk, Donna Bowles on either 07724 
601366 or by email at clerk@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk .  Alternatively, 
please come along to a future parish council meeting.
 
We would really appreciate any input from tennis players in the village on this 
issue.
 
 









 
You can reserve books on the Worcestershire library catalogue and collect them from the 
mobile library – see www.worcestershire.gov.uk/libraries for more details.
 
 







PIANIST WANTED TO ACCOMPANY CHOIR REHEARSALS 
FROM SEPTEMBER 2022 

Meon Singers is a thriving local choir of 3540 singers in the 
Mickleton area. After retirement of our established accompanist, 
we seek a pianist to accompany us at rehearsals and concerts. 
The post is remunerated. We have two excellent and enthusiastic 
Music Directors who make singing fun and relaxed but have high 
standards for the choir to aspire to. Rehearsals are within school 
term times and holidays on Thursday evenings 78.30pm. For 
further details please contact Jonathan on 
info@meonsingers.co.uk









County Councillor Report 
Prepared by Alastair Adams,  
Worcestershire County Council

GREAT NEWS  Pebworth will be upgraded to 
GigaFast Broadband

Thank you for everyone that pledged their 
support on  
Connect my community | Openreach
May I thank Simon Walker in Friday St who did 
a great job knocking on doors around the 
village to help sign up residents to the scheme.

Openreach have named the Pebworth project 
“Manor Cottage Ultrafast Community 
Project” (No , I don’t know why!) and we 
managed to exceed the target by 135%. 

Our target was £186,000 and we achieved £250,900. So Openreach have 
confirmed the project will go ahead. Fibre to the Premises should give you a 
minimum of 100Mbps with possible much faster speeds in the future.

If you have not yet pledged, and you want giga fast broadband then you 
should still pledge by clicking on 
https://www.openreach.com/fibrebroadband/fibrecommunitypartnership/
connectmycommunity
and putting your contact and address details into the website – only takes 2 
minutes. If you don’t sign up then they may not build the infrastructure to get 
the fibre to your house; especially important for houses in the extremes of the 
map (as shown below) as it will be expensive to retro fit the infrastructure. 
Once you sign up, you will then be contacted automatically by Openreach.  
Please note, for everyone that has pledged their support, you will receive a 



voucher from Openreach with instructions on how to use it. The voucher is 
funded by central government so costs you nothing. I will send out another 
email once I see that correspondence giving guidance on what is the next 
step. The hope is Openreach will start to build the infrastructure to get fibre to 
all our premises within 3  6 months, with the aim all houses will have gigafast  
within 1215months.

COMMUNITY SAFETY CHARTER launched to tackle crimes in public spaces
The Police’s new Community Safety Charter, launched this month, encourages 
everyone from individuals, Neighbourhood Watch groups, businesses, and 
organisations to take an active stance against crimes in public spaces, such 
as harassment, hate crime, and antisocial behaviour.  
The Charter tagline is #BETHECHANGE, focusing on the role of active 
bystanders in leading the change within their communities. The Charter 
supports greater understanding about how we recognise and deal with 
community safety issues and support victims by knowing where to get help, 
how and who to report to, enabling a more positive, proactive approach by the 
whole community when witnessing or experiencing confrontation, hostility, or 
harassment.
  Where can I find out more?
•  Attend our Community Safety Charter and ASB Webinar on the 21st July at 
5pm. Book your online place here
•  Watch an interactive presentation here
•  Contact the Neighbourhood Watch Community Safety Charter Leads  
Cheryl Spruce, Head of Membership and Engagement, or Jayne Pascoe, 
Head of Partnerships and Projects 
 How do I sign up?
Simply complete the online form on ourwatch.org.uk/charter. Once you have 
signed up, we will contact you with you within 5 working days to share the first 
information pack and other resources. 

Council Tax Rebate/ Cost of Living Help 
Reminder of measures announced so far by central government and the link to 
find out more.
• £400 energy bills grant for everyone in the country, and removal of the 
previous clawback mechanism meaning this will not have to be repaid.
• £150 cash rebate for homes in Council Tax bands AD  
• £650 oneoff cost of living payment for those on means tested benefits 
such as Universal Credit or Pension Credit.
• £300 oneoff pensioner cost of living payment for pensioners in receipt of 
the Winter Fuel Allowance.
• £150 oneoff disability cost of living payment for people in receipt of 
disability benefits.
• 5p fuel duty cut for a full year across all fuel duty rates.
• National Insurance threshold increase from £9,500 to £12,570 from July 
2022  
• Increase the National Living Wage by 6.6% to £9.50 per hour from April 



2022
For more information see https://www.gov.uk/guidance/costoflivingpayment

Highways:
There are still road closures so please check https://one.network/  to see all 
the temporary road closures on a regular basis. 

1. Honeybourne Rd/Stratford Rd flood alleviation improvements – Extra 
gullys have been installed by the railway bridges, and the ditch cleaned out 
and upgraded. In addition the farmer has agreed to build a small bund to 
prevent water flowing from the field onto the road and under the bridges. 
Hopefully these new flood alleviation schemes will help prevent some of the 
worse flooding under the bridges we have experienced in the past like the 
photo below;  

2. B4085 S.Littleton to Blackminster School – Road closed from 21st July 
for up to 7 weeks for new cycleway to be built from South Littleton to 
Blackminster School
3. Further Flood alleviation – Broad Marston Rd   I thank Tim Longford for 
agreeing that a small secondary flood plain can be built in his field just before 
the entrance to Broad Marston. This is a “belt & braces” scheme to prevent 
water flowing from the brook onto the road. WDC engineers will survey the 
field in July. The nonreturn valves to be fitted on their gully outlets into 
Noleham Brook  in the next 2 months.
4. Back Lane closed 25th 27th July for Severn Trent utility works
5. Front Street closed 1st – 5th August new sewage connection 
6. Dorsington Rd from Long Marston to Dorsington closed 1st August for 
surface dressing 



As always, if you have any issues on any Highways matters, please report it 
on the WCC website http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/homepage/98/report_it 
Also remember a photo of the Highways problem is as good as “a thousand 
words” so always take a photo where possible. 

County Council Divisional Fund
The new Divisional Fund has restarted Applications are invited from local 
community organisations that are manned by volunteers and require a little 
help to buy equipment or services. To apply, please contact me. New grants 
processed so far:
1. The Pebworth Collective – for the Platinum Jubilee celebrations 
2. Honeybourne Bowls Club – new mat and storage 
3. Honeybourne Cricket Club – Cricket equipment 
4. 1st Littleton Scout Group – improvements to the toilets 
5. Cleeve Prior Heritage Trust – Poetry books for school visits 
6. Cleeve Prior – contribution to security to the Marquee over the Jubilee 
Weekend.
7. Pebworth in Bloom – contribution to developing the wetlands area at 
Wesley Gardens

Your County Councillor, Alastair Adams can be contacted on 
adams.pebworth@gmail.com  or mobile 07725 979 277 or 
www.alastairadams.org





WORCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL PUBLIC NOTICE
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
(C2114 Front Street, Pebworth) (Temporary Closure) Order 2022 
Proposed Order: to close that part of C2114 Front Street from its 
junction with C2114 Back Lane for a distance of 75 metres in a 
Southerly direction
Reason: New customer connection by A G Redman & Son Ltd
Exemptions: to permit access to any land or premises fronting the 
highway affected where there is no other form of access; and to 
allow the works to be undertaken.
Alternative route: C2114 Back Lane, C2114 School Road, C2114 
Front Street and vice versa
Maximum duration: 18 Months. Anticipated duration: 5 days 
Commencing: 1 August 2022
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CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCILLORS

Parish Clerk: Mrs Donna Bowles  
clerk@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk and Tel no 01386 421028
Chairman Richard Weller  richard@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk
Vice Chairman James Pearson  
james@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk
Cllr David Cranage  david@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk
Cllr John Hyde  johnh@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk
Cllr Denise Meynell  denise@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk
Cllr SJ Morrow  sj@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk
Cllr Simon Shiers  simon@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk
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junction with C2114 Back Lane for a distance of 75 metres in a 
Southerly direction
Reason: New customer connection by A G Redman & Son Ltd
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highway affected where there is no other form of access; and to 
allow the works to be undertaken.
Alternative route: C2114 Back Lane, C2114 School Road, C2114 
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Maximum duration: 18 Months. Anticipated duration: 5 days 
Commencing: 1 August 2022









Who’s Who?

Editor:  Claire Poore
Email: editor@thepetrus.co.uk   (contributions before 25th of month, 
please)  Tel: 01386 832800

Vicar:   Rev. Scott Watts
Tel: 01386 834946
Email: revscottwatts@yahoo.com

Eucharistic Assistants:  
Michael Veal
Elizabeth Spencer

Churchwardens:
Elizabeth Spencer 01789 720078 & Michael Veal  01789 720238

Assistant Churchwardens:
Jenny McLeish 01789 720064

Treasurer:
Richard Hartwell

PCC Members:
Pam Veal (Vice Chairperson), John Ilott and Jenny McLeish 

Bell Tower Captain:
Neil Garner

Flower Rota:
Gill Thomas  01789 720263

Electoral Roll Officer:
Rachel Jarrett  01789 721513

Opinions expressed in this magazine are the personal opinions of the authors and might not represent 
the policy of the PCC.  Such material is offered as a source of debate or reflection.


