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CLAREMONT CARS
PRIVATE HIRE SERVICE

From Bidford & Honeybourne
We offer a professional door to door service by appointment 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Serving South Warwickshire, the North Cotswolds and the Vale of Evesham, 
we cover all locations, both locally and throughout the U.K.

Estate Cars and people carriers up to 8 seats are available.
We specialise in meetand –greet facilities at all major UK Airports.
Sample discounted rates (at 1st January 2019) including up to four 

passengers (supplement applies for people carrier):
       

BIDFORD OR HONEYBOURNE to

                         From                                           From

Birmingham       £70         Bristol Airport       £115
Heathrow          £140             Luton Airport        £145
Gatwick             £170             Stansted                 £170
Manchester        £155             Southampton         £150

Please enquire for rates from your local area or for any other destination.

FOR THE BEST IN PRIVATE ~HIRE
CALL NOW ON: 

01386 833660

Philip Hickson – 53 Stratford Rd, Honeybourne, 
Evesham. WR11 7PP

Email: info@claremontcars.co.uk
Website: www.claremontcars.co.uk



Editor's Letter

Hello! Merry Christmas to you all. Thank you so much for all your support this 
year, and I wish you the very best for a happy and healthy 2023.

These last couple of months have flown by. Some of you might know that in my 
spare time I melt glass in my kilns and produce a variety of fused glass items. 
Christmas is the busiest time of year for small businesses like mine, and I’ve been 
totally run off my feet. My last fair is on Saturday and then it’s full steam ahead for 
the commissions and personal requests to be finished before Christmas. After that 
I’m hoping that January will be nice and calm for a bit! It has been particularly 
lovely to see so many people buying handcrafted items this year, so on behalf of 
all the local small businesses in the area, thank you so much.

There are a lot more postal strikes to come this month, which I have listed later in 
the magazine. If you need to get things to loved ones, please bear these dates in 
mind.

I have also been astonished by the number of people out and about in the 
evenings with absolutely nothing refelctive. Whether it is children on scooters, 
people walking dogs wearing dark hoodies, or runners all in black, it is so, so hard 
to see you even if you think you can see perfectly well yourself. Please try to be 
as visible as possible.

Finally, if you are struggling with Christmas this year, whether for financial or 
mental health reasons, please, please know that there is help out there. Please 
don’t get yourself in debt for Christmas: there is so much more to the season than 
a glut of expensive presents. Be gentle on yourselves. Christmas does not have to 
be perfect.

Wishing you all the very best

Claire Poore
editor@thepetrus.co.uk or phone me on 
01386 832800. 

For advertising enquiries, please email Richard on richard@rwhaccountancy.co.uk 
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Letter from the Vicar

MatchyMatchy

In a coffee shop, waiting for my order, I flicked through a lifestyle magazine. It 
contained an A to Z of Christmas. My eye fell on an article entitled “Matchy
Matchy”. What could be more Christmassy than matching pyjamas for all the 
family? it asked before listing suppliers of festive pjs. Would matching 
pyjamas be in your list of the top 50 Christmassy things? I don’t think they 
would make my top 500.

Christmas has become a consumerist festival – one third of all the clothes 
and toys sold in a year are sold in the eight weeks leading up to Christmas. 
It’s critical for shops and businesses but Jesus wasn’t born to stimulate the 
economy. He was born because God wanted to show his love and offer a 
rescue from the mess, pain and brokenness of the world.

One of the names given to Jesus long before he was born was Immanuel 
which means God with us. The most popular verse in the bible states, 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16). 

The God of creation choose to be born as a defenceless human child so that 
we might know the depth of his love for us: God in human form. We don’t 
need matching pyjamas to celebrate Jesus’ birth almost 2000 years ago in 
Palestine.

The gift of Christmas is our Lord Immanuel, God with us;
for better, for worse,
for richer, for poorer,
in sickness and in health.

Jesus  a defenceless child who grew up to become a man who showed us 
what it was to be fully human and fully alive. Through Jesus we can know 
peace, joy, hope and love. The dreadful events in Ukraine  the horrors of war 
in Europe  remind us that peace cannot be taken for granted. Injustice, terror 
and poverty snuff out joy. Christmas is a celebration of love and yet many of 
the Christmas adverts and television programmes with their bonhomie and 
perfect families highlight the hardship, discord and loss in our own lives.

The older I get the shorter my Christmas list becomes. The older I get the 
fewer material things I want. Christmas need not be marked by self
indulgence, obscene overconsumption or the purchase of special pyjamas 
unworn for the rest of the year. Christmas shows God’s love is extravagant, 
neverending, and audacious. God’s love invites us to be courageously and 



boldly generous, kind, compassionate and loving. God’s love encourages 
us to be joybringers, peace makers and harbingers of hope  this is the 
truth of Christmas, this is truth of being a Christian.

As we await Christmas let us ponder anew the wonder of the Christmas 
story. Let us take some time to kneel before the crib – where heaven 
touches earth. Let us not be distracted by the noise, bright lights, pressure 
to consume and be jolly. Rather, let us invite the Christ child to live within 
us, to transform us so we might know the fullness of life he offers.

What can I give Him, poor as I am? —
If I were a Shepherd, I would bring a lamb;

If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part, —
Yet what I can I give Him, — give my heart.

May your Christmas be full of joy.
May you know you are loved.
May you share the song of the angels.

Merry Christmas
Every blessing
Revd Craig



MEON SINGERS

for the first time since 2019,  we are delighted to announce a 
Christmas concert!

It will be held in King George’s Hall, Mickleton, on Saturday 
3rd December, starting at 7.00 p.m., doors open at 6.45 p.m. 

There will be free refreshments available in the interval, a 
raffle and a bar.We are thrilled to be returning to some kind of 

normality, so please come along and support us. 

Tickets (£8.00 for adults and £3.00 for under 18’s) available 
from Marguerite Bell (01386 438 819) or on Friday mornings 

between 10.00 and 12.00 at King George’s Hall, Chapel Lane, 
Mickleton, GL55 6SA.

Meon Singers Mickleton 

We seek to strengthen our choir further by seeking basses, 
baritones or tenors to join our male section of 11. Our website 
www.meonsingers.co.uk will give you a good idea of who we are, 
what we do and how much we enjoy doing it. We are a friendly 
group of some 38 amateur singers led by two professional 
musicians and an excellent pianist.  We have no auditions. 
Rehearsals are Thursday evenings 78.30pm. Please come along 
and sample a rehearsal or three without commitment. You’ll 
receive a very warm welcome.

Contact our Secretary Stuart via our website for details and he’ll 
be very pleased to help. 



Did you know that you are able to report issues 
online, whether it be fly tipping or abandoned 

vehicles, or many more at:
 

https://www.wychavon.gov.uk/reportit

Issues relating to noise and disturbance; smell 
nuisance and light pollution are investigated by 

the Environmental Health Team at 
Worcestershire Regulatory Services.  Their 

contact information is 
enquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk or 

telephone 01905 922799.
 

Last Posting Dates for Christmas







Winter Thrushes

One of the things I enjoy at this time of year are the flocks of redwings 
and fieldfares that visit us from northern Europe and Scandinavia. They 
come south to avoid the harsh winters and to feast on the berries in our 
hedgerows and woods (I wince in the autumn when I see hedges cut 
back so hard that all the fruit is destroyed). If it gets really cold, they 
may travel further south to warmer climes. 
 
Each year, on January 1st, I start a new list of birds seen. I carry on until 
I get to a 100. Redwings and fieldfares are always there on the first 
page or so. 
 
These winter thrushes are often seen together. They are shy birds and 
they often lift off in a flock as one approaches making identification 
difficult especially in the low winter sun. Fieldfares have pale flashes 
under their wings and redwings, as you'd expect, have red. 
 
Fieldfares are a little larger with a grey hood and a pale neck and chest, 
dotted with spots – they make a ‘chacking’ sound. 

Redwings are more similar to our resident song thrush but they have a 
bold white eye stripe and red along their flank, under their wing – their 
call is a more highpitched ‘tseep’. 
 
If you have fruit trees in the garden or nearby, you may see them 
feeding on the fallen fruit or on the occasional apple still hanging in the 
tree. Some people have been able to tempt them into the garden by 
throwing apples onto the lawn. By planting fruit trees or berryrich trees 
and shrubs we not only help our spring and summer pollinators but 
these winter visitors too.  

Craig Bishop

Redwing. Photo by 
Claire Poore







As the nights draw in, most of us will be travelling home in the dark. 
However you get to work or school, there are things you can do to 
help yourself be seen, making sure other road users can see you.

Pedestrians
Whether walking to and from school, the shops, or walking the dog, 
during foggy and overcast days pedestrians should wear something 
bright coloured and something reflective at night. Choose a bag or 
rucksack with hivisibility strips. Fluorescent and reflective armbands 
can be worn over coats and clothing, and stickers can be used on 
bags. Reflective dots on knees and ankles can really draw attention 
to runners during dark nights.

Keep to the footpath where there is one, if not, keep to the right hand 
side of the road so you can see oncoming traffic. Being aware of 
your surroundings can help as well, so take out the earphones, and 
leave your phone in your pocket.

Cyclists
Many people riding bikes at night assume that street lights are 
enough for a motorist to see them, as they can see themselves. This 
is not the case and many incidents involving bicycles during the dark 



nights are due to cyclists in dark clothing with no lights or reflectors. 
Drivers are looking for lights, so when a cyclist appears with no 
lights, it comes as a surprise.

At night, your bike MUST have white front and red rear lights lit, it 
must also be fitted with a red rear reflector and pedal reflectors. 
White front reflectors can also help you to be seen, and spoke 
reflectors will help other road users see you from the side.

Other things like reflective tape and flashing valve caps are also 
available. Any part that is moving, such as knees and ankles and 
valves, and is either reflective or illuminated, draws drivers’ 
attention to you quite well. Wear bright and if possible reflective 
clothing and still always believe that the driver has not seen you.

If  your children are outside playing after school 
PLEASE insist that they wear something reflective and 
if  they have a bike or a scooter even a reflective sticker 

is better than nothing. 



ST. PETER’S CHURCH
PEBWORTH

CAROL SERVICE
SUNDAY 18th DECEMBER

at 4pm
Everyone welcome

If you would like a bauble placed 
on the tree in memory of a loved 

one 
please contact:

Sally (720817) or Rachel 
(721513)











Wednesday 30 November and 
Thursday 1 December.

A series of further strikes have 
also been planned by the CWU 

later in December, with the 
following dates affected:

Friday 9 December
Sunday 11 December

Wednesday 14 December
Thursday 15 December

Friday 23 December
Saturday 24 December











 
You can reserve books on the Worcestershire library catalogue and collect them from the 
mobile library – see www.worcestershire.gov.uk/libraries for more details.
 
 













PEBWORTH CHESS CLUB

Every Tuesday at Mary's Room in Pebworth Village Hall.

7 - 9pm

If you fancy popping out on a Tuesday for a game of chess 
you’ll be given a very warm welcome. 

We are a casual playing Chess group. We are a reasonably 
well supported group with players turning up to play and 

meet new people just to play a few games. Just arrive 
anytime you like and play anybody that has just finished a 

game. It’s very organic and there’s no pressure. Whatever skill 
level, there’s always someone who’ll give you a game. It’s a 

lovely social group. Pop along! Tea, coffee, biscuits. Or bring a 
drink of choice. The Masons Arms is also 1 minute away for an 
after game meet up. £2.50 entry. Under 18’s accompanied by 

adult.



To advertise 
here please 

contact Richard 
by email at

richard@

rwhaccountancy.

co.uk



CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCILLORS

Parish Clerk: Mrs Donna Bowles  
clerk@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk and Tel no 01386 421028
Chairman Richard Weller  richard@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk
Vice Chairman James Pearson  
james@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk
Cllr David Cranage  david@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk
Cllr John Hyde  johnh@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk
Cllr Denise Meynell  denise@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk
Cllr SJ Morrow  sj@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk
Cllr Simon Shiers  simon@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk







Who’s Who?

Editor:  Claire Poore
Email: editor@thepetrus.co.uk   (contributions before 25th of month, 
please)  Tel: 01386 832800

Vicar: Vacancy
Contact Craig Bishop, Chipping Campden
Tel: 01386 841927

Eucharistic Assistants:  
Michael Veal
Elizabeth Spencer

Churchwardens:
Elizabeth Spencer 01789 720078 & Michael Veal  01789 720238

Assistant Churchwardens:
Jenny McLeish 01789 720064

Treasurer:
Richard Hartwell

PCC Members:
Pam Veal (Vice Chairperson), John Ilott and Jenny McLeish 

Bell Tower Captain:
Neil Garner

Flower Rota:
Pam Veal

Electoral Roll Officer:
Rachel Jarrett  01789 721513

Opinions expressed in this magazine are the personal opinions of the authors and might not represent 
the policy of the PCC.  Such material is offered as a source of debate or reflection.


