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CLAREMONT CARS
PRIVATE HIRE SERVICE

From Bidford & Honeybourne
We offer a professional door to door service by appointment 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Serving South Warwickshire, the North Cotswolds and the Vale of Evesham, 
we cover all locations, both locally and throughout the U.K.

Estate Cars and people carriers up to 8 seats are available.
We specialise in meetand –greet facilities at all major UK Airports.
Sample discounted rates (at 1st January 2019) including up to four 

passengers (supplement applies for people carrier):
       

BIDFORD OR HONEYBOURNE to

                         From                                           From

Birmingham       £70         Bristol Airport       £115
Heathrow          £140             Luton Airport        £145
Gatwick             £170             Stansted                 £170
Manchester        £155             Southampton         £150

Please enquire for rates from your local area or for any other destination.

FOR THE BEST IN PRIVATE ~HIRE
CALL NOW ON: 

01386 833660

Philip Hickson – 53 Stratford Rd, Honeybourne, 
Evesham. WR11 7PP

Email: info@claremontcars.co.uk
Website: www.claremontcars.co.uk



Editor's Letter

Hello,

Slowly but surely the garden is coming to life. I’m fortunate to have enough 
outside space to watch things grow, and the first promises of spring are something 
special. Sturdy bulbs poking through the soil, and tiny leaf buds on the bushes 
and trees herald the start of a new season. 

I’ve been watching the birds too, as they check out the nest boxes, visit the 
feeders and rummage through the leaf litter round the pond. I tried very hard to 
take part in the RSPB’s Big Garden Bird Watch over the weekend – I had thirteen 
species of birds in the garden last week, but when I sat down on Sunday with my 
checklist in one hand and a cup of tea in the other, only a single pigeon flew past 
in an entire hour. Absolutely nothing else. I noticed afterwards that what I thought 
might have been a pair of amorous doves in the tree at the end of the garden was 
actually a buzzard, which probably explained the smaller birds’ absence, but I was 
a little disappointed that he chose that exact time to be stalking my visitors. 

I’ve added a few photos of the birds who regularly come to see me later in the 
issue, but for now here is what I found when I emptied out the nest boxes recently.
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If you are part of a team or a 
group that has done 
something interesting or 
extraordinary or you’ve won a 
match or set up a club, please 
let me know. I’d love to include 
your news in the Petrus.

Until nex time,

Claire Poore
editor@thepetrus.co.uk or phone 
me on 
01386 832800. 

Left: an abandoned wren's nest.
Above: three wren's eggs on the 
left next to three chocolate mini
eggs



Letter from the Vicar

“All things come from you and of your own do we give you.”

After walking to Santiago de Compostela across Spain I continued on to Fisterra 
(literally the end of the earth) on the coast. I joined other pilgrims sat on the cliffs 
around the lighthouse to watch the sun dip below the horizon. As the sun 
disappeared some people cheered. Their vocal celebration jarred - I suppose I 
have been culturally conditioned to greet moments of great beauty and wonder in 
silence. To me the right response to holding a new born child, seeing a shooting 
star or something else wonderful is silence.

One of the joys of winter is walking the dog before sunrise; leaving the house in the 
dark or twilight and returning in the full light of day. Sometimes I am rewarded by 
watching the sun break the horizon. This is a daily ritual that I miss for most of the 
year when the sun rises before I wake. I never tire of seeing this phenomenon. It 
always makes my soul silently sing.

Recently, driving back from a church meeting, I spotted a sparrow hawk perched 
on a roadside hedge. I stopped the car and walked slowly back up the road. The 
hawk took, off did a twirl and then landed back on the hedge even closer – just 10 
or 12 meters away. I stared in awed silence. When, eventually, I drove away my 
soul silently sang.

What makes your soul sing? For me it most often the natural world but it could be 
a book or even acts or words of kindness. There are times when our only response 
to something is awe and wonder. These things lead me inevitably to praise and 
thanksgiving. How wonderful that I should be alive. How wonderful that I should be 
so blessed. What do we do in response to those blessings?

February begins with Candlemas when the church remembers the presentation of 
Jesus in the temple 40 days after his birth. Joseph and Mary sacrificed doves or 
pigeons as the law of Moses required. The law of the Old Testament set out 
various ways in which God’s people used worship and sacrifice to respond to His 
blessings. Gifts were purchased and given as part of worship in the Temple, not to 
invoke God’s blessings but in response to God’s goodness. The church has 
inherited this theology and practice. Christians financially support the mission and 
ministry of the church in response to God’s goodness not to invoke God’s 
goodness. God is good and we respond.

God, through Jesus, has already done more than we could ask. We are loved, we 
are forgiven, we are set free – in this world and the next we are invited to know life 
in all its fullness. 

Later this month we enter Lent, a season when, amongst other things, people have 
given alms and offered service. In many churches it’s a time when people are 
invited to prayerfully reflect on what they can do to ensure the church is well- 
resourced and a vibrant part of the community.



The church is entirely dependent upon the good will of its members, both in 
terms of its income and the jobs and roles that volunteers fulfil. As Vicar I am 
incredibly grateful for everyone who gives of themselves to support the church 
financially or through service.  Of course, it is not possible for everyone or all 
households to support the church financially. Some households face financial 
hardship but others are in a position to be more generous. This Lent can you 
make some time in the days ahead to prayerfully consider how you can support 
the church? 

This month may your soul sing
and may you be surprised by joy and kindnesses.
Every blessing
Revd Craig

The Appointment of a replacement for Rev Scott Watts
Rev Canon Craig Bishop writes:
We have been steadily working with Archdeacon Phil on the replacement 
of Revd Scott Watts, the team vicar based in Honeybourne.  The 
Archdeacon has been impressed by the work we have done and the 
creative thinking we had undertaken to ensure the new Team Vicar would 
have time and space to engage with people outside of the current church 
congregations.  There has already been an agreement in principle that the 
Team Vicar will be full-time and we await a meeting at the end of the 
month which make recommendations and hopefully begin the recruitment 
process.

Please hold these conversations and the wider Vale and Cotswold Edge 
Team in your prayers.





County Councillor Report – Pebworth Petrus
Prepared by Alastair Adams 
Littletons Division, Worcestershire County Council

Dear All
The start of the New Year saw heavy rain on 12th January. The good news is the 
flood alleviation schemes completed last year mostly worked 
a. there was no flooding at the Gate crossroads in Honeybourne. 
b. similarly no flooding under the bridge on Broad Marston Rd.

The not so good news is flooding did occur under the 2 bridges on the Stratford 
Rd. The water was about 2 foot deep at the worst but quickly dissipated once the 
rain stopped.  I got Highways to jet the drains under the bridges the following day, 
and they think the pipe that runs from the gullies along the rail embankment is 
partially blocked. The maintenance of this length of pipe is the responsibility of 
Network Rail, and Highways are liaising with them to get it cleared or replaced.

Worcestershire County Council 2023/24 Budget & Council Tax 
announcement
Worcestershire County Council’s draft net budget of £400 million was given the 
green light to go forward for consultation this month.
The budget also includes the draft capital programme of £413 million to ensure the 
Council can continue its ambitious programme of improvements across the county 
and deliver the priorities previously agreed.
As part of the draft budget proposals which will close the financial gap, the Council 
is also considering an uplift to Council Tax. The proposed 2.94% uplift in Council 
Tax will help continue to fund the increased costs of delivering the improvements 
residents and businesses want to see and a 2.00% uplift in the rate for the Adult 
Social Care levy will support vulnerable adults.
Worcestershire County Council Leader, Councillor Simon Geraghty, said: “I 
recognise this year will be a tough one for many people across the County. The 
Council is facing similar challenges too from the impact of inflation on costs and 



increasing demand for services adding significantly to the pressure on our budget.

“With more vulnerable people needing our support than ever before, and with the 
cost of this care increasing significantly, our budget for next year needs to reflect 
this added pressure.

“Government is providing muchneeded additional funding, and we have a 
programme of further efficiencies and reform, but the rising costs and demand on 
our key services have meant we need to propose a rise in council tax for next year 
to be able to continue to fund essential services.

“Our council tax is one of the lowest of any County Council in the country and with 
most councils predicted to increase their council tax due to similar pressures, we 
will remain one of the lowest.

“The additional funding from this proposed increase will mean we can continue to 
deliver vital children and adult social care to protect the most vulnerable in our 
communities. It will also enable us to maintain our capital commitments to invest in 
the priorities that are most important to our residents. These include better roads 
and pavements, tackling congestion and improving public transport alongside 
investments in the economy, environment and extra school places.”

The proposed Council budget includes a record additional £16.4 million investment 
into Adult Social Care, £10.1 million into Children's Services and a further £5.5 
million investment in funding capital projects to support corporate priorities, 
including Economy and Environment priorities. The budget also includes an 
additional £500,000 to enable minor works to be actioned more quickly such as the 
pruning of highway trees and the replacing of damaged street furniture and signs.

The Council is also proposing to invest £3.5 million in 2023/24 to support Public 
Transport (including local buses) as it recovers from the pandemic. This is on top of 
the £1.5 million commitment made in 2022/23 with further work being carried out to 
explore how this can also be met with greater use of community transport options, 
such as exists in Bromsgrove and Malvern.

The proposals also see a continuation of the capital programme set by the Council 
last February as well as new Government funded schemes, such as the A38 
Bromsgrove Route Enhancement Programme.
The proposed budget for 2023/24 is set to be discussed again at Cabinet in early 
February before being considered by County Councillors at the Full Council 
Meeting on 16 February.

Highways:
There are still road closures so please check https://one.network/  to see all the 
temporary road closures on a regular basis. 

30MPH speed limit from Badhams to be extended along Stratford Rd towards 



Pebworth – see map below.
• The pavements near the pub in Broad Marston Rd & Chapel Rd to be 
resurfaced in March/April 2023 – see plans below. Also part of the pavement in 
Friday street will also be resurfaced



• New Gullies interactive map is now live on Report It. See https://
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20978/tell_us_about_a_road_or_highway_issue/
1044/drainage_and_flooding_on_a_highway 

This should help identify the road drain much easier, and you will be able to see 
when it was last cleansed too.

As always, if you have any issues on any Highways matters, please report it on the 
WCC website http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/homepage/98/report_it 
Also remember a photo of the Highways problem is as good as “a thousand words” 
so always take a photo where possible. 

County Council Divisional Fund

Applications for the Divisional Fund are invited from local community organisations 
that are manned by volunteers and require a little help to buy equipment or 
services. To apply, please contact me. 
PLEASE HURRY AS FUND WILL END VERY SOON. 
Grants processed so far:
1. The Pebworth Collective – for the Platinum Jubilee celebrations 
2. Honeybourne Bowls Club – new mat and storage 
3. Honeybourne Cricket Club – Cricket equipment 
4. 1st Littleton Scout Group – improvements to the toilets 
5. Cleeve Prior Heritage Trust – Poetry books for school visits 
6. Cleeve Prior – contribution to security to the Marquee over the Jubilee 
Weekend.
7. Pebworth in Bloom – contribution to developing the wetlands area at Wesley 
Gardens
8. Bretforton Show – display boards 
9. Offenham Village Hall – new foldable tables
10. Littletons Village Hall – new cupboards
11. Littletons Juniors – new goal posts
12. Meon View Residents Association – grant for the Children’s Halloween event
13. Offenham Cricket Club – contribution to mower
14. Badsey Rangrs Football Club – new nets 
15. Bowers Hill Residents Association Badsey – new batteries and pad for their 
defibrillator

Cost of Living Help – Energy cap

Every household will receive £400 over six months starting from October 2022 to 
help with the cost of living. The first payment of £66 was paid in October 2022 and 
you should have seen it as a credit on your electricity bill. 
In addition the following government help is available;
• £650 oneoff cost of living payment for those on means tested benefits such 



as Universal Credit or Pension Credit. See https://www.gov.uk/guidance/costof
livingpayment
• An additional £300 oneoff pensioner cost of living payment for pensioners in 
receipt of the Winter Fuel Allowance to be paid in November 2022
• £150 oneoff disability cost of living payment for people in receipt of disability 
benefits.
For more information see https://www.gov.uk/guidance/costoflivingpayment

And for details on the Energy Bills Support Scheme see https://www.gov.uk/
government/news/energybillssupportschemeexplainer

REMINDER ABOUT COMMUNITY TRANSPORT
See https://www.communitytravel.org.uk/

Evesham Volunteers operate the service 
See https://eveshamvolunteers.org.uk/communitytransport/ 
Evesham Volunteer Centre is the community transport scheme has around 50 
drivers This is a scheme for people who don’t have access to public transport and 
who have no other means of getting to places on their own. It is open to the old 
and the young.

Download a leaflet about the scheme.
Destinations include:

doctors
hospital appointments
social visits
dentists
opticians
hairdressers
supermarket shopping

Around 10,000 people use the service each year and demands on the service are 
increasing as more and more elderly people meet the criteria of the scheme.
Eligibility Criteria – when you first register, they will ask you some questions to 
make sure you qualify. Phone 01386 45035 to register. The key criteria is whether 
you have access to public transport or your own transport, and/or whether you are 
unable to use any other forms of transport.

Payment for Transport
A sliding fare scale is applicable for all journeys and an approximation of the cost 
can be given at the time of booking.
An administration charge of £2 is payable on all bookings in addition to the fare. 
Fares should be paid in cash at the end of each journey – cheques cannot be 
accepted.
Should you need to take an escort with you, they travel free of charge.
If you wish to make a donation towards our services our drivers can accept this via 



Did you know that you are able to report issues 
online, whether it be fly tipping or abandoned 

vehicles, or many more at:
 

https://www.wychavon.gov.uk/reportit

Issues relating to noise and disturbance; smell 
nuisance and light pollution are investigated by 

the Environmental Health Team at 
Worcestershire Regulatory Services.  Their 

contact information is 
enquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk or 

telephone 01905 922799.
 

one of our donations envelopes. This will be brought into the office along with your 
fare.
Residents can call the Transport Manager on 01386 45035 to discuss criteria or to 
make appointments. The office also welcomes people to visit the Volunteer Centre 
at The Lodge, rear of Dresden House, Brick Kiln Street, Evesham, to ask queries 
and talk through their needs for transport

Your County Councillor, Alastair Adams can be contacted on 
adams.pebworth@gmail.com  or mobile 07725 979 277 or www.alastairadams.org









Garden visitors, January

Longtailed tit

Goldfinch

Robin

Blue tit



Male chaffinch left and female chaffinch right.

Starling

Song thrush







Pebworth Village Hall
Please contact Jane Cromack to discuss 

and make any bookings.
Pebworth Village Hall Management 

Committee
jvcromack@aol.com

01789 720319 or 07977071233













 
You can reserve books on the Worcestershire library catalogue and collect them from the 
mobile library – see www.worcestershire.gov.uk/libraries for more details.
 
 













PEBWORTH CHESS CLUB

Every Tuesday at Mary's Room in Pebworth Village Hall.

7 - 9pm

If you fancy popping out on a Tuesday for a game of chess 
you’ll be given a very warm welcome. 

We are a casual playing Chess group. We are a reasonably 
well supported group with players turning up to play and 

meet new people just to play a few games. Just arrive 
anytime you like and play anybody that has just finished a 

game. It’s very organic and there’s no pressure. Whatever skill 
level, there’s always someone who’ll give you a game. It’s a 

lovely social group. Pop along! Tea, coffee, biscuits. Or bring a 
drink of choice. The Masons Arms is also 1 minute away for an 
after game meet up. £2.50 entry. Under 18’s accompanied by 

adult.



To advertise 
here please 

contact Richard 
by email at

richard@

rwhaccountancy.

co.uk



CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCILLORS

Parish Clerk: Mrs Donna Bowles  
clerk@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk and Tel no 01386 421028
Chairman Richard Weller  richard@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk
Vice Chairman James Pearson  
james@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk
Cllr David Cranage  david@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk
Cllr John Hyde  johnh@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk
Cllr Denise Meynell  denise@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk
Cllr SJ Morrow  sj@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk
Cllr Simon Shiers  simon@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk







Who’s Who?

Editor:  Claire Poore
Email: editor@thepetrus.co.uk   (contributions before 25th of month, 
please)  Tel: 01386 832800

Vicar: Vacancy
Contact Craig Bishop, Chipping Campden
Tel: 01386 841927

Eucharistic Assistants:  
Michael Veal
Elizabeth Spencer

Churchwardens:
Elizabeth Spencer 01789 720078 & Michael Veal  01789 720238

Assistant Churchwardens:
Jenny McLeish 01789 720064

Treasurer:
Richard Hartwell

PCC Members:
Pam Veal (Vice Chairperson), John Ilott and Jenny McLeish 

Bell Tower Captain:
Neil Garner

Flower Rota:
Pam Veal

Electoral Roll Officer:
Rachel Jarrett  01789 721513

Opinions expressed in this magazine are the personal opinions of the authors and might not represent 
the policy of the PCC.  Such material is offered as a source of debate or reflection.


