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CLAREMONT CARS
PRIVATE HIRE SERVICE

From Bidford & Honeybourne
We offer a professional door to door service by appointment 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Serving South Warwickshire, the North Cotswolds and the Vale of Evesham, 
we cover all locations, both locally and throughout the U.K.

Estate Cars and people carriers up to 8 seats are available.
We specialise in meetand –greet facilities at all major UK Airports.
Sample discounted rates (at 1st January 2019) including up to four 

passengers (supplement applies for people carrier):
       

BIDFORD OR HONEYBOURNE to

                         From                                           From

Birmingham       £70         Bristol Airport       £115
Heathrow          £140             Luton Airport        £145
Gatwick             £170             Stansted                 £170
Manchester        £155             Southampton         £150

Please enquire for rates from your local area or for any other destination.

FOR THE BEST IN PRIVATE ~HIRE
CALL NOW ON: 

01386 833660

Philip Hickson – 53 Stratford Rd, Honeybourne, 
Evesham. WR11 7PP

Email: info@claremontcars.co.uk
Website: www.claremontcars.co.uk



Editor's Letter

Hello again.

It seems that a perennial part of being a parent is the obligatory taxi duty: 
sports, music, revision sessions, after school clubs; I have been doing this 
for about thirteen years now and while I often see it as a bit of a chore, I do 
enjoy it more at this time of year. Driving the same route every week allows 
me to notice the slight changes in the light each time: the trees at Weston 
Sub Edge have been lit by a beautiful sunset recently rather than standing in 
pitch blackness. Leaving for Littleton is a bit brighter, and the car park in 
Boughton on the Water is still slightly lit when I get there. We gain a few 
extra seconds of daylight every day from 21st December, increasing to three 
minutes by the end of February. Things are looking up!!

It still isn’t the beautiful long days of summer though, so please do take care 
going out in the evenings: if you can make sure your children are wearing 
something bright, ideally reflective, or you carry a torch, you will be a little 
safer.  

Until next time,

Claire Poore For advertising enquiries, please email 
editor@thepetrus.co.uk Richard on richard@rwhaccountancy.co.uk 
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Letter from the Vicar

Buses
London is a fascinating city. I enjoy visiting it and exploring – its interesting 
to see the way in which it changes over time. The interplay of geography 
and economics results in a constantly changing cityscape.

On my last visit we took the tube to Bethnal Green to explore the waterways 
to the east of the city. One of my brothers lived in this part of town before 
the millennium. It is interesting to see the regeneration and the creeping 
gentrification. We walked to the Regent’s Canal and then followed the 
Hertford Union Canal alongside Victoria Park to the River Lee. We walked 
past the Olympic Park and saw trendy new developments cheek by jowl 
with the older crumbling industrial buildings. Some of the new apartment 
blocks mirrored the architectural forms of the older warehouses. 

Beds of reeds encouraged wildlife as did various disconnected pockets of 
derelict land; a few were activity managed, other bits were clearly 
neglected. The water was clear but there was a depressing amount of 
detritus on, under and around the water. Vehicles on the A12 thundered 
past, oblivious, on their way to the Blackwell Tunnel. We were the only 
tourists!

We turned off the river along the Limehouse Cut back towards the Basin 
terminus of the Regent’s Canal where it meets the Thames. Industry was 
attracted here by the canal, but later factories and warehouses turned their 
backs on the water and instead faced the highway. We were passing 
through Popular about which Bob Gilbert in his wonderful book, Ghost trees 
tells the history of the parish through its trees.

At Limehouse we decided not to walk back along the Regent’s Canal to 
where we had started but walk along Commercial Road to Whitechapel. 
After a detour through the exotic smells and vibrant colours of Brick Lane 
we rested for victuals in Spitalfields Market.

Tired by our journey we decided to eschew the tube and take the bus back 
to the West End. We are not familiar with London buses but decided to take 
the next bus traveling west – it turned south and then east. We googled the 
destination - somewhere on the Isle of Dogs - we jumped off. The next bus 
took us to the Tower of London, but we were prepared for it crossing Tower 
Bridge on its way to the south and so disembarked. We recognised the 
destination on the next bus, a No. 15, Piccadilly Circus: not only was where 
we wanted to go but it was an old fashioned omnibus complete with stairs 
at the back. The seats by the front window were vacant. We enjoyed the rest 
and the sites as we wound our way through the increasingly familiar city 
streets.

The bus travel reminded me of the truth of C. S. Lewis’ statement,



“You can’t go back and change the beginning, but you can start where you 
are and change the ending.” This wisdom can inspire us to makes changes 
that impact of lives. 

How much change could you make? What about 1%? One percent of a 
day? One percent of a year is over 70 hours – what could you do with that 
time?

A small change in your use of time, in your habits can make a great 
difference. If plane taking off from Los Angles flying to New York altars it 
course - 1% south, it ends on in Washington DC. A slight change in your 
daily habits can guide your life to a very different destination.

The bible says Jesus is the alpha and the omega, the first and the last, the 
beginning and the end – all time belongs to him. In him our past is forgiven. 
He invites us to enjoy life in all its fullness in the present and in the future.

May you use time wisely
May you travel joyfully
Every blessing
Revd Craig





Home Upgrade grant phase 2 (HUG2)

What is HUG2?
The Government funded scheme is designed to improve the comfort 
and energy efficiency of lower income homes that are not connected 
to mains gas for central heating (off gas) and have an EPC rating of 
D or below.

Worcestershire County Council is working in partnership with 
Redditch Borough and Bromsgrove, Malvern Hills and Wychavon 
District Councils to deliver this project. The project will end in 
March 2025.Worcester City Council and Wyre Forest District 
Council are administering their own HUG2 scheme and 
information can be found on their websites.

Who is Eligible?
Homeowners and private tenants may be eligible if they meet the 
following criteria:
• Have a household income of £31,000 or less, or the property is 
located in a government defined low-income postcode.
• Have an EPC rating of a D or below – for homes that do not have a 
current/valid EPC certificate, an assessment can be funded if they 
meet all other criteria,
• The property doesn’t have mains gas central heating,
• Pay council tax to Redditch Borough, or Bromsgrove, Malvern Hill 
or Wychavon District Councils. 

Those who are exempt will be asked to provide other evidence to 
satisfy they have an eligible postcode.
Landlords may also be eligible if they own fewer than four 
properties but will be asked to contribute at least one third of the 
total cost of the measures installed. 
The tenant must also meet the above Low-income criteria.

Installations may be subject to permission being granted. This may 
include planning permission or listed building consent.

How are we promoting this scheme?
We have been looking at low income and EPC data to identify some 
potentially eligible properties. These will receive direct 
communication about the scheme.A wider marketing campaign will 



help us to reach other households along with working with 
community partners including parish councils, charities and 
community groups and collaborating with existing cost of living 
support schemes.

What types of measures can be considered?
The project has a ‘fabric first’ approach which prioritises insulation 
and may require improved ventilation to meet installation quality 
standards (PAS2035/PAS2030). The funding prioritises certain 
energy efficiency measures including: 
• External/internal wall insulation 
• Loft insulation/room in roof insulation 
• Cavity wall insulation 
• Air source heat pumps 
• Hot water cylinder insulation and thermostat 
• Digital/smart heating controls

Other measures may be recommended such as: solar PV; low energy 
lighting; underfloor insulation; double glazing; night storage 
heaters; high temperature heat pumps; solar thermal, direct electric 
heaters, high retention storage heaters. All measures are subject to a 
government value-for-money assessment and available funds.An 
eligible home will need a survey to determine the most suitable 
energy efficiency measures.All works and services carried out will be 
undertaken in compliance with the latest versions of PAS 2030 and 
PAS 2035, TrustMark and the Microgeneration Certification Scheme 
(MCS), where applicable. All contractors will be appointed for the 
delivery of the project.

To apply, residents are to contact their local energy charity, Act on 
Energy 0800 988 2881
For more information visit www.warmerworcestershire.com









Pebworth Village Hall
Please contact Jane Cromack to discuss 

and make any bookings.
Pebworth Village Hall Management 

Committee
jvcromack@aol.com

01789 720319 or 07977071233



County Councillor Report – Pebworth 
Prepared by Alastair Adams 

Dear Residents,
Not a lot to report so far this month. The County Council is still in the 
middle of Budget setting for 2024/25. It looks like your council tax will 
be increased by 4.94% (2% ringfenced for adult social care and 
2.94% to deal with all the other services). As mentioned last month 
there has been a large the increase in pressures from Children and 
Adult services. For example, the home to school transport has 
increased by nearly £10m in the last 12 months due to the increase 
in the number of children with Special Educational Needs, and many 
of them requiring transport to schools outside of the county. 
However, as mentioned last month, our investment in roads and 
pavements will continue at the same high level as previous years to 
keep them some of the best in the UK.
By next month the budget should be finalised and I can tell you 
more. 

NEW drains under the Honeybourne Bridges 
WCC Highways cleaned the debris/mud from the right hand side of 
the first bridge which was causing pooling of water partly across the 
road. This will need to be monitored as debris and mud gets washed 
off the fields onto the road and ultimately ends up in these new 
drains.

Other updates on flooding – Broad Marston 
As mentioned last month, I have asked the Pebworth Parish Council 
to see if there any monies left from the Cala Homes Flood alleviation 
maintenance fund (£5000)  to help clear the ditch opposite Cotswold 
View. They have come back and agreed in principle to get this work 
done and to use the soil to build a bund in the field to stop water 
flowing onto the road. 
 
Other updates on flooding – Honeybourne 
See the drone photographs of the flood plain upstream in 
Honeyboure before the Gate Pub which held back a huge amount of 
water   estimated on holding back over 10,000 gallons of water. If 
this flood plain had not been built in the last 18 months, the pub 
would have been flooded, and the crossroads three foot under water!



 
In places the water was 5ft deep. The tiny figure on the bank in a 
fluorescent coat is me! 

Highways:
There are still some road and footway maintenance in progress in 
Worcestershire please check https://one.network/  to see all the 
temporary road closures on a regular basis. 

• Sunken road opposite the 
entrance to Pebworth Nursery. WCC 
are going to dig to investigate. Date 
set for April but they will try and do it 
sooner. I have added pressure to 
get it done ASAP because in the 
recent cold spell the water turned to 
ice and thus very dangerous – see 
right 
• Dropped kerbs requested 
opposite 2, and 3, Chapel Road for 
mobility scooter. Order given to 
proceed and install – no date given 
yet.
• I had a meeting in November 
with Severn Trent and again 
reminded them about the foul sewer 



manhole in School Rd and Friday St which suffer foul water coming 
up through the manhole when we had the heavy rainfall recently. 
They have promised to take action. I have chased again, and got a 
reply saying they are looking into it! 
• Flooding at Chalk Farm , Buckle Street –Ditch on RHS to be 
dug out by farmer and new grips dug by WCC

Welford Bridge bridge open until Mon 19 Feb, then closed Tue 20th 
Feb  Wed 19 Mar
(Foot & Cycle Access only)

As always, if you have any issues on any Highways matters, please 
report it on the WCC website http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/
homepage/98/report_it 
Also remember a photo of the Highways problem is as good as “a 
thousand words” so always take a photo where possible. 

County Council Divisional Fund

Applications for the Divisional Fund are invited from local community 
organisations that are manned by volunteers and require a little help 
to buy equipment or services. To apply, please contact me on 
adams.pebworth@gmail.com
The following grants have been requested, and some have already 
been approved & paid
1. Honeybourne Village Hall – grant to help provide a Senior 
Citizen lunch for the Coronation 
2. Honeybourne School – grant to help build a “Growing Hope” 
garden
3. Honeybourne Bowls Club – grant for a contribution towards a 
new mat
4. Cleeve Prior Heritage Trust – grant for new tables
5. Pebworth Bells – grant to help improve their Website
6. Freedom Day Centre – grant for a defibrillator
7. Cleeve Prior Art Club – grant for portrait training
8. Coffee Mornings in Pebworth Village Hall – grant requested for 
soup kettle and hall hire
9. Offenham Cricket club – grant towards an artificial wicket for 
training
10. Honey Tots Playgroup, Honeybourne – grant requested for 
some play equipment



11. Badsey Film Club – grant requested for a new projector 
12. Cleeve Prior Heritage Trust grant for laptop 
13. Honeybourne Public rights of way volunteer group – grant for a 
strimmer
14. Vale Landscape Heritage Trust – grant for some tools

Your County Councillor, Alastair Adams can be contacted on 
adams.pebworth@gmail.com  or mobile 07725 979 277 or 
www.alastairadams.org







The Evesham Volunteer 
Centre

The Evesham Volunteer Centre, 
located in Brick Kiln St Evesham, 
have a community car scheme. 
This scheme is available for 
people who have no access to a 
vehicle, have no friends or family 
able to transport them and who 
are unable to access public 
transport. This includes trips to 
hospitals, doctor appointments, 
shopping trips and social trips to 
visit family and friends.

Our volunteer drivers will pick you 
up in their own car, take you to 
your appointment, wait and bring 
you home. A sliding fare scale is 
applicable for all journeys and a 
cost can be given when you 
enquire.
 
If you require our service, please 
call 01386 45035 weekdays 
from 9:30am till 1:00pm.
 
We are always welcoming new 
volunteers!
 
Wednesday Volunteer Required
9:30am till 1:00pm
Working on the transport desk 
answering calls and matching 
clients up with a volunteer driver.
 
Volunteer Drivers
Volunteer drivers will use their 
own car to transport clients to and 
from their appointments and will 
get 45p a mile which is paid 
monthly to cover expenses. As a 

volunteer driver you can provide 
companionship to passengers 
who may be socially isolated 
and make new friends by being 
part of our team.
 
For more information please 
contact Helen on 
co@eveshamvolunteers.org.uk 
or call 01386 45035
 







Evesham Bat Care Needs Your Help
Evesham Bat Care looks after and rehabilitates bats. 

They are a charity that needs your help, but in this case, 
it's your old toothbrush tubes,and any dental pakaging. 

They send it off for recycling and get money for 
mealworms to feed the bats. It's very simple and there 

are loads of places to drop all your bits off. 

They collect and recycle pretty much any thing oral /
dental hygiene related.. Old toothbrushes, electric tooth 
brush heads, toothbrush packets and boxes, inter dental 

brushes/denture brushes, mouthwash bottles, plastic 
dental floss cartridges, toothpaste tubes and boxes.

You can also help by collecting any used (or unused) 
stamps that you get in the post  UK, international, 

collector and themed (please leave a border of envelope 
and if its a new stamp with a QR code please include that 
bit also). All of these bits of "rubbish" will be traded in for 

Charity cash

There are multiple places you can drop off used postage 
stamps (foreign/ UK/collectors) and your oral hygiene 

terracycle: every penny from your "Rubbish" goes 
towards collecting, feeding, rehabilitating and releasing 

bats. 

* Squab Storage  Evesham  reception  Vale Park 
* Simply Stone  Port Street

* Wallace House  Oat Street
* Berry and Young, Evesham, Worcestershire.   105 High 

Street 
* The New Hampton Farm Shop And Cafe 

* Imagine  Riverside shopping arcade
* The Queen Elizabeth Inn Elmley Castle  tea room 



* Sedgeberrow Church
* Hinton on the Green Church

* St Michael's Church  Broadway
* 6 Binyon Close (in the Porch)  Badsey
* Bank House  45 Main Street Bretforton



Who are your local Neighbourhood Officers for the ‘Rural North’ 
area?
Your local Neighbourhood Officer is PC Alex Prentice and PCSO Bradley 
Sansom. They can be contacted by emailing 
eveshamrn.snt@westmercia.police.uk.

We are actively involved with social media accounts, please follow them 
for updates on our work, and local events/news. These are 
@EveshamCops (Twitter) and @EveshamSNT (Facebook).  

What have we been up to?
With regards to speeding complaints, we ask that you direct your 
speeding concerns to your Parish Council who will direct the issue to our 
Road Safety Team. Data boxes can then be distributed to areas of 
concern that will give us an accurate measure of the speed of vehicles. 
Once this has been collated, the Road Safety Team will be able to 
address the area of concern and action appropriately.

Your local officers have been working very closely with our local housing 
associations and meetings are had regularly to share information 
regarding ongoing cases that are relevant to both partner agencies.
Weekend drop in sessions/engagement sessions are attended throughout 
the month on the weekends to try and see people that might not be 
around in the week. If there is something you wish to discuss please feel 
free to contact the team on the above email address.

We were again invited to a local care home in the area for coffee and 
cake and have been invited to some further coffee mornings around the 
Rural North patch. These sessions are a great way for us to engage with 
people that may struggle to see us normally.
 
All of the above is sent through Neighbourhood Matters as well as any 
engagement sessions we run. We are encouraging people to sign up to 
this service as it’s a great way of finding out what we are up to and where 
we will be.  Please ensure you sign up to this free service.
Take a look at the website for further information: https://
neighbourhoodmatters.co.uk/
 





Did you know that you are able to report issues 
online, whether it be fly tipping or abandoned 

vehicles, or many more at:
 

https://www.wychavon.gov.uk/reportit

Issues relating to noise and disturbance; smell 
nuisance and light pollution are investigated by 

the Environmental Health Team at 
Worcestershire Regulatory Services.  Their 

contact information is 
enquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk or 

telephone 01905 922799.
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You can reserve books on the Worcestershire library catalogue and collect them from the 
mobile library – see www.worcestershire.gov.uk/libraries for more details.
 
 







PEBWORTH CHESS CLUB

Every Tuesday at Mary's Room in Pebworth Village Hall.

7 - 9pm

If you fancy popping out on a Tuesday for a game of chess 
you’ll be given a very warm welcome. 

We are a casual playing Chess group. We are a reasonably 
well supported group with players turning up to play and 

meet new people just to play a few games. Just arrive 
anytime you like and play anybody that has just finished a 

game. It’s very organic and there’s no pressure. Whatever skill 
level, there’s always someone who’ll give you a game. It’s a 

lovely social group. Pop along! Tea, coffee, biscuits. Or bring a 
drink of choice. The Masons Arms is also 1 minute away for an 
after game meet up. £2.50 entry. Under 18’s accompanied by 

adult.





CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCILLORS

Parish Clerk: Mrs Donna Bowles  
clerk@pebworthparishcouncil.gov.uk and Tel no 01386 421028
Chairman Richard Weller  richard@pebworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
Vice Chairman James Pearson  
james@pebworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cllr David Cranage  david@pebworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Jodi Cotton  jodi@pebworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cllr SJ Morrow  sj@pebworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Simon Shiers  simon@pebworthparishcouncil.gov.uk





Who’s Who?

Editor:  Claire Poore
Email: editor@thepetrus.co.uk   (contributions before 25th of month, 
please)  Tel: 01386 832800

Vicar: Vacancy
Contact Craig Bishop, Chipping Campden
Tel: 01386 841927

Eucharistic Assistants:  
Michael Veal
Elizabeth Spencer

Churchwardens:
Elizabeth Spencer 01789 720078 

Assistant Churchwardens:
Jenny McLeish 01789 720064

Treasurer:
Richard Hartwell

PCC Members:
Pam Veal (Vice Chairperson), John Ilott , Dafydd Higgins and Jenny 
McLeish, Michael Veal, 

Bell Tower Captain:
Neil Garner, 07786702457 pebworthbells@gmail.com

Flower Rota:
Pam Veal

Electoral Roll Officer:
Rachel Jarrett  01789 721513

Opinions expressed in this magazine are the personal opinions of the authors and might not represent 
the policy of the PCC.  Such material is offered as a source of debate or reflection.


