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CLAREMONT CARS
PRIVATE HIRE SERVICE

From Bidford & Honeybourne
We offer a professional door to door service by appointment 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Serving South Warwickshire, the North Cotswolds and the Vale of Evesham, 
we cover all locations, both locally and throughout the U.K.

Estate Cars and people carriers up to 8 seats are available.
We specialise in meetand –greet facilities at all major UK Airports.
Sample discounted rates (at 1st January 2019) including up to four 

passengers (supplement applies for people carrier):
       

BIDFORD OR HONEYBOURNE to

                         From                                           From

Birmingham       £70         Bristol Airport       £115
Heathrow          £140             Luton Airport        £145
Gatwick             £170             Stansted                 £170
Manchester        £155             Southampton         £150

Please enquire for rates from your local area or for any other destination.

FOR THE BEST IN PRIVATE ~HIRE
CALL NOW ON: 

01386 833660

Philip Hickson – 53 Stratford Rd, Honeybourne, 
Evesham. WR11 7PP

Email: info@claremontcars.co.uk
Website: www.claremontcars.co.uk



Editor's Letter

Happy new year to you all. May 2024 bring peace to everyone.

Social media has many problems, and at this time of year, when people are 
posting pictures of perfect Christmases, and all their achievements it can be very 
daunting and it can make us feel inadequate. But it also has its uses. I tend to 
use Facebook for marketing my glass work and it’s a handy tool, but one group 
came up on a “recommended” post and that was something about a bird called a 
waxwing.

I did a little reading and a waxwing is a very pretty bird that visits the UK from 
Scandinavia this time of year, to coincide with the rowan berries being ripe. In 
some years they arrive in large numbers, called “irruptions” and this is one such 
year. I thought it would be fun t to find one. They had been spotted in Moreton in 
Marsh which is close enough to try and far enough away to make it an adventure.
! remembered I’d left my camera with my parents (no room in the car after 
Christmas) so I went into the loft to find the old one that got run over. Charged its 
battery. Got out my safari lens (covid scuppered the actual safari). 
I went to Moreton in Marsh and looked at trees. Nothing anywhere. Maybe some 
nice jackdaws but not what I was looking for. Went into the cheese shop and 
bought cheese. Found the actual tree that the internet had suggested: it had 
berries and everything. Noticed the wine shop behind me sold HANDMADE 
CHOCOLATES!! so went in there. Asked the nice man if he had had many bird 
people about and he asked what they’d all been looking for. I explained and he 
asked what it looked like. Just then a waxwing landed on the tree behind him. We 
both watched and I went out with my camera… I hadn’t put a memory card in it. 
And then it flew off. So I bought some chocolates, showed the wine/chocolate 
man some pictures on the internet and went home. 
Sometimes it’s not about the picture, but the (very little) adventure. 

Thank you to Elizabeth Spencer for all the Christmassy contributions this month 
and for the beautiful cover photo too. 

Until next time,

Claire Poore For advertising enquiries, please email 
editor@thepetrus.co.uk Richard on richard@rwhaccountancy.co.uk 
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Letter from the Vicar

Growing Character
New Year can be a time of new beginnings. It is an opportunity to reflect 
on what has been and what the future might hold. Some people identify 
things they want to develop and make a list of resolutions. Each year one 
of my brothers traditionally gives up smoking. He, like many people 
focuses on an outcome, on doing something, an external change. 
Resolutions requiring internal change are less common. 

Acquiring a new skill will be easier for some and more difficult for others. 
Noone is good at everything. Our talents and even our aptitude for 
learning can be accidents of birth. John Maxwell, the American author 
observed, 
“Talents are a gift, but character is a choice.” Good character cannot be 
inherited it is something we must all build choice by choice with 
determination and courage. To paraphrase the great Professor 
Dumbledore, 
“It is our choices, that show what we truly are, far more than our abilities." 
Whilst we cannot all be professional sports men or women, rocket 
scientists or brain surgeons we all have the capacity to improve our 
character. How would we go about becoming more generous, more 
patient, more peaceful?

I once took a course aimed at making us more generous. Each week 
there was a different exercise. We were encouraged to find ways of being 
spontaneously generous, decluttering and donating the inevitable 
surplus, giving away things unused for three years away, including 
charitable donations in a household budget, we worked at being generous 
with time; making our priorities in conversation listening and empathy. 
When we practice generosity, we focus on what we have and not what we 
lack, we recalibrate our lives, shifting our attention away from ourselves 
onto others, we become more thankful and thereby more content. 

When we have more than others, we should make the table longer not 
the fence higher!

In Saint Paul’s letter to the churches in Galatia is a list of attributes known 
as the fruits of the spirit; which also include love, joy, kindness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self control. There are few people who 
wouldn’t want to be these things. Paul suggests that it is only through 
Christ we can become more Christlike. The church is called to imitate 
Christ; indeed Saint Teresa of Avila goes further and reminds the church;

Christ has no body but yours,
No hands, no feet on earth but yours,
Yours are the eyes with which he looks



Compassion on this world,
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good,
Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world.
Yours are the hands, yours are the feet,
Yours are the eyes, you are his body.

May your character grow this coming year
may you know joy and peace
Every blessing

Revd Craig



Carols at Christmas
Oh come all ye faithful, and they did – you did. 
The church was full. Elbows jostled in pews, the 
choir clustered on red seats and the readers of 

lessons strode up to the altar, to tell us the news 
of the Coming. Even the stone columns, standing 
with the congregation, felt the words. For those 

of us behind them the words reverberated around 
the walls, filling the very air.

This was a time when the voices of the village 
could reach the Heavens with the carols of long 

tradition. The organist gave us volume that filled 
everyone with energy. Then the village choir 

began. Happy people made a happy, smooth and 
evocative sound. They followed the curving hands 

of the conductor through stairs of notes and 
rivers of volume. Necks creaked as they turned 

from the pews and cheeks glowed with 
appreciation ‑ the long known words brought 

memories of school halls and chilly nights singing 
for pennies from the houses. 

Everyone felt better by the end – much better. 
Better as men and women, and better towards the 

world. The faithful nudged their neighbours ‑ 
their friends and wished each other a Merry 

Christmas as they returned to their families. The 
turkeys gabbled something too, as they gave their 

all to the cause.
If houses of brick could have a heart, Pebworth 
has a heart. The name is a thread that sews the 
village into the pageant of history. Many village 
men have come and gone and the best of the 

women have cultivated the busy life that grows so 
well in Pebworth.  

Liz©23



All Pebworth Christmas 
Photos from Elizabeth 

Spencer





A Village Crib Service

A little child laid the baby Jesus in a manger. Smaller children 
carried miniature sheep and shepherds to stand in the stable. 
That sacred scene in Bethlehem, two thousand years ago, was 
alive again in St Peter’s church. Outside, the wind blew and the 
trees bowed to the crib. Inside, wise men and women sang 
carols about the sacred birth. The day darkened. The Earth 
tipped back on its return journey around the Sun. Candle flames 
burned brighter in puddles of wax. 
They, and the little white dots of offertory candles, brought light 
to the dimmest of hollows in the ancient building. 
How many souls of Pebworth have celebrated Christmas, in the 
church on the hill that is Pebworth’s crown? How many resting 
souls are still with us in the churchyard? How many living souls 
are closer to Heaven when hearing the tones of the great bells? 
Centuries have passed while generations have knelt her, in 
reference to the kindly Father of Mankind.

Whiskery men in coats and smiling women in head scarves, 
talked of their day and of the morrow’s feast, as they settled in 
rows for the service. Visiting clergy welcomed them all.

By the pulpit, a silvery tree laden with baubles, remembered 
those who had passed. In the churchyard, bright colours 
adorned a pine tree, letting a taller pine with brighter, whiter, 
lights point to the eternity of the stars. Along the path, under the 
embracing branches, were lanterns aglow, to show the way.

Bells had rung out to gather the faithful for this Christmas Eve 
Crib Service. The pews were running with children and lessons 
were read in latterday English so that all could listen and learn 
the holy story. The organ roused the voices of the people to 
sing carols. The very stones of the nave echoed our joy: the 
Eve was heralding the Day, the day of our Savour’s birth. 

Liz©23



Photos of Pebworth In Bloom’s 
Christmas Tree lighting

This year saw two trees being lit!

Bottom right is Clara Byrd, the 
Family & Children Youth Worker, 
who works with the Church & the 
School, who read the tree lighting 
prayer.







Home Upgrade grant phase 2 (HUG2)

What is HUG2?
The Government funded scheme is designed to improve the comfort 
and energy efficiency of lower income homes that are not connected 
to mains gas for central heating (off gas) and have an EPC rating of 
D or below.

Worcestershire County Council is working in partnership with 
Redditch Borough and Bromsgrove, Malvern Hills and Wychavon 
District Councils to deliver this project. The project will end in 
March 2025.Worcester City Council and Wyre Forest District 
Council are administering their own HUG2 scheme and 
information can be found on their websites.

Who is Eligible?
Homeowners and private tenants may be eligible if they meet the 
following criteria:
• Have a household income of £31,000 or less, or the property is 
located in a government defined low-income postcode.
• Have an EPC rating of a D or below – for homes that do not have a 
current/valid EPC certificate, an assessment can be funded if they 
meet all other criteria,
• The property doesn’t have mains gas central heating,
• Pay council tax to Redditch Borough, or Bromsgrove, Malvern Hill 
or Wychavon District Councils. 

Those who are exempt will be asked to provide other evidence to 
satisfy they have an eligible postcode.
Landlords may also be eligible if they own fewer than four 
properties but will be asked to contribute at least one third of the 
total cost of the measures installed. 
The tenant must also meet the above Low-income criteria.

Installations may be subject to permission being granted. This may 
include planning permission or listed building consent.

How are we promoting this scheme?
We have been looking at low income and EPC data to identify some 
potentially eligible properties. These will receive direct 
communication about the scheme.A wider marketing campaign will 



help us to reach other households along with working with 
community partners including parish councils, charities and 
community groups and collaborating with existing cost of living 
support schemes.

What types of measures can be considered?
The project has a ‘fabric first’ approach which prioritises insulation 
and may require improved ventilation to meet installation quality 
standards (PAS2035/PAS2030). The funding prioritises certain 
energy efficiency measures including: 
• External/internal wall insulation 
• Loft insulation/room in roof insulation 
• Cavity wall insulation 
• Air source heat pumps 
• Hot water cylinder insulation and thermostat 
• Digital/smart heating controls

Other measures may be recommended such as: solar PV; low energy 
lighting; underfloor insulation; double glazing; night storage 
heaters; high temperature heat pumps; solar thermal, direct electric 
heaters, high retention storage heaters. All measures are subject to a 
government value-for-money assessment and available funds.An 
eligible home will need a survey to determine the most suitable 
energy efficiency measures.All works and services carried out will be 
undertaken in compliance with the latest versions of PAS 2030 and 
PAS 2035, TrustMark and the Microgeneration Certification Scheme 
(MCS), where applicable. All contractors will be appointed for the 
delivery of the project.

To apply, residents are to contact their local energy charity, Act on 
Energy 0800 988 2881
For more information visit www.warmerworcestershire.com









Pebworth Village Hall
Please contact Jane Cromack to discuss 

and make any bookings.
Pebworth Village Hall Management 

Committee
jvcromack@aol.com

01789 720319 or 07977071233



County Councillor Report – Pebworth 
Prepared by Alastair Adams 
Littletons Division, Worcestershire County Council covering Pebworth 
(including Meon Way Gardens), Honeybourne, Badsey, Bretforton, 
Offenham, Cleeve Prior, South Littleton, North & Middle Littelton, 
Ullington, Bickmarsh and Broad Marston)

Dear Residents,
I hope you all had a lovely Christmas and I wish you a wonderful 
2024.

At the start of the New Year, we can look forward to another 12 
months of Pebworth community activities – there is always 
something going on in our village and surrounding area and this is 
the time to plan ahead; why not join one of the many clubs, or join in 
at the local pub playing crib? Or just pop in to the pub and meet up 
with friends.  

Please put in you diary Sunday 1st September 2024 which is the 
date for the Pebworth Party in the Park which I am sure will be 
another fantastic day of fun, frolics and festivities. 

County Council News
At this time of the year the County Council is setting its budget for 
2024/25 year. It looks like it is going to be a year of hard choices as 
pressures on the council are increasing with the aging population and 
the increased pressures on Children Services. For example, when I 
was first elected over 10 years ago, the number of children in Council 
care was around 400. Today it is 1089 and the cost to is nudging 
£100m per year. 
Many councils around the country are feeling the same pinch and 
have cancelled many vital services such as mending the potholes! 
However, in Worcestershire, we will continue to invest in our roads 
and pavements over the coming 12 months to keep them some of 
the best in the UK. We are also always looking to be more efficient 
and cost effective, and we are continuing to do this in 2024.  

NEW drains under the Honeybourne Bridges 
WCC Highways cleaned the debris/mud from the right hand side of 
the first bridge which was causing pooling of water partly across the 
road. This will need to be monitored as debris and mud gets washed 
off the fields onto the road and ultimately ends up in these new 



drains.

Other updates on flooding – Broad Marston 
Still a little fine tuning to the inlets into the 2 x Flood plains is needed 
to help the flood plains take great capacity. Hopefully this will happen 
in Spring.

There was some water on the road in front of the Broad Marston 
Manor entrance, but the road was still passable. This water was 
mostly coming from the field opposite Cotswold View. A few years 
ago, the ditch on the right hand side (as you drive out of Broad 
Marston) was dug out and the soil used to build a bund in the field. 
This bund has now eroded and disappeared, and in my opinion this 
ditch needs digging out again, and the soil used to rebuild the bund. 

I have asked the Pebworth Parish Council to see if there any monies 
left from the Cala Homes Flood alleviation maintenance fund 
(£5000)  to help clear this ditch. They paid for it last time to be done, 
and I would strongly recommend they do it again. I spoke to Nick 
Farmer who did it last time and he is happy to quote to do it again. 

Other updates on flooding – Honeybourne 
Honeybourne PROW volunteers have agreed to dig out the ditches 
along the High Street. Also some of the outlets under the raised 
pavement have been blocked off on a temporary basis to see if that 
stops water coming back onto the road from the brook.  

Network Rail gives the green light to the new Honeybourne 
Railway Station Car Park
I am keeping pressure on the WDC and Network Rail to complete 
this project, nd I’m chasing them every month.
 
Highways:
There are still some road and footway maintenance in progress in 
Worcestershire please check https://one.network/  to see all the 
temporary road closures on a regular basis. 

• I have reported the sunken road opposite the entrance to 
Pebworth Nursery to Highways. WCC are going to dig to investigate. 
No date set when.
• Dropped kerbs requested opposite 2, and 3, Chapel Road for 
mobility scooter. Order given to proceed and install – no date given 



yet.
• I had a meeting in November with Severn Trent and again 
reminded them about the foul sewer manhole in School Rd and 
Friday St which suffer foul water coming up through the manhole 
when we had the heavy rainfall recently. They have promised to take 
action. I have heard nothing since so I will chase.
• Flooding at Chalk Farm , Buckle Street –Ditch on RHS to be dug 
out by farmer and new grips dug by WCC

Welford Bridge Closure

Christmas  bridge open
Sat 23 Dec  Mon 19 Feb
Closure:
Tue 20th Feb  Wed 19 Mar
(Foot & Cycle Access only)

As always, if you have any issues on any Highways matters, please 
report it on the WCC website http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/
homepage/98/report_it 
Also remember a photo of the Highways problem is as good as “a 
thousand words” so always take a photo where possible. 

County Council Divisional Fund

Applications for the Divisional Fund are invited from local community 
organisations that are manned by volunteers and require a little help 
to buy equipment or services. To apply, please contact me on 
adams.pebworth@gmail.com
The following grants have been requested, and some have already 
been approved & paid
1. Honeybourne Village Hall – grant to help provide a Senior Citizen 
lunch for the Coronation 
2. Honeybourne School – grant to help build a “Growing Hope” 
garden
3. Honeybourne Bowls Club – grant for a contribution towards a 
new mat
4. Cleeve Prior Heritage Trust – grant for new tables
5. Pebworth Bells – grant to help improve their Website
6. Freedom Day Centre – grant for a defibrillator
7. Cleeve Prior Art Club – grant for portrait training
8. Coffee Mornings in Pebworth Village Hall – grant requested for 



soup kettle and hall hire
9. Offenham Cricket club – grant towards an artificial wicket for 
training
10. Honey Tots Playgroup, Honeybourne – grant requested for some 
play equipment
11. Badsey Film Club – grant requested for a new projector 
12. Cleeve Prior Heritage Trust grant for laptop 
13. Honeybourne Public rights of way volunteer group – grant for a 
strimmer
14. Vale Landscape Heritage Trust – grant for some tools

Your County Councillor, Alastair Adams can be contacted on 
adams.pebworth@gmail.com  or mobile 07725 979 277 or 
www.alastairadams.org







The Evesham Volunteer 
Centre

The Evesham Volunteer Centre, 
located in Brick Kiln St Evesham, 
have a community car scheme. 
This scheme is available for 
people who have no access to a 
vehicle, have no friends or family 
able to transport them and who 
are unable to access public 
transport. This includes trips to 
hospitals, doctor appointments, 
shopping trips and social trips to 
visit family and friends.

Our volunteer drivers will pick you 
up in their own car, take you to 
your appointment, wait and bring 
you home. A sliding fare scale is 
applicable for all journeys and a 
cost can be given when you 
enquire.
 
If you require our service, please 
call 01386 45035 weekdays 
from 9:30am till 1:00pm.
 
We are always welcoming new 
volunteers!
 
Wednesday Volunteer Required
9:30am till 1:00pm
Working on the transport desk 
answering calls and matching 
clients up with a volunteer driver.
 
Volunteer Drivers
Volunteer drivers will use their 
own car to transport clients to and 
from their appointments and will 
get 45p a mile which is paid 
monthly to cover expenses. As a 

volunteer driver you can provide 
companionship to passengers 
who may be socially isolated 
and make new friends by being 
part of our team.
 
For more information please 
contact Helen on 
co@eveshamvolunteers.org.uk 
or call 01386 45035
 







Evesham Bat Care Needs Your Help
Evesham Bat Care looks after and rehabilitates bats. 

They are a charity that needs your help, but in this case, 
it's your old toothbrush tubes,and any dental pakaging. 

They send it off for recycling and get money for 
mealworms to feed the bats. It's very simple and there 

are loads of places to drop all your bits off. 

They collect and recycle pretty much any thing oral /
dental hygiene related.. Old toothbrushes, electric tooth 
brush heads, toothbrush packets and boxes, inter dental 

brushes/denture brushes, mouthwash bottles, plastic 
dental floss cartridges, toothpaste tubes and boxes.

You can also help by collecting any used (or unused) 
stamps that you get in the post  UK, international, 

collector and themed (please leave a border of envelope 
and if its a new stamp with a QR code please include that 
bit also). All of these bits of "rubbish" will be traded in for 

Charity cash

There are multiple places you can drop off used postage 
stamps (foreign/ UK/collectors) and your oral hygiene 

terracycle: every penny from your "Rubbish" goes 
towards collecting, feeding, rehabilitating and releasing 

bats. 

* Squab Storage  Evesham  reception  Vale Park 
* Simply Stone  Port Street

* Wallace House  Oat Street
* Berry and Young, Evesham, Worcestershire.   105 High 

Street 
* The New Hampton Farm Shop And Cafe 

* Imagine  Riverside shopping arcade
* The Queen Elizabeth Inn Elmley Castle  tea room 



* Sedgeberrow Church
* Hinton on the Green Church

* St Michael's Church  Broadway
* 6 Binyon Close (in the Porch)  Badsey
* Bank House  45 Main Street Bretforton



Who are your local Neighbourhood Officers for the ‘Rural North’ area?

Your local Neighbourhood Officer is PC Alex Prentice and PCSO Bradley 
Sansom. They can be contacted by emailing 
eveshamrn.snt@westmercia.police.uk.

We are actively involved with social media accounts, please follow them for 
updates on our work, and local events/news. These are @EveshamCops (Twitter) 
and @EveshamSNT (Facebook).  

What have we been up to?
Officers have conducted various drop-in sessions across the area.  Please keep 
an eye on social media and Neighbourhood Matters for future dates. Even if the 
session is not in your village, you are more than welcome to attend any drop-in 
session to speak with us. This is a great way for you to understand what we are 
doing in your village, and if there is something that you believe we are not 
doing, it’s a great way to tell us.

Officers have attended various schools within the area to do presentations on 
topics such as ASB, Hate crime and social media. We have also held a drop in 
session within a school lunch time which proved very popular with the students. 
We had approx. 50 students come and speak to us about various topics. It’s a 
great to engage with people who may not get a chance to see us normally.

We have also held various meetings with agencies we work closely with such as 
Housing Associations and Trading Standards. Multi agency working is vital for us 
in order to share intelligence and build on our already great relationship. You will 
have seen recently on our Facebook page that we recently seized approx 
£14,000 worth of illegal vapes, counterfeit cigarettes from shops in Evesham 
town centre. As well as multi agency working, the Safer Neighbourhood team 
have attended a cross border meeting with Warwickshire, Thames Valley and 
Gloucestershire police forces. Again, this is vital as it allows intelligence to be 
shared between the forces regarding a variety of issues/nominals. These 
meetings are extremely helpful in sharing information to combat cross border 
crime.

All of the above is sent through Neighbourhood Matters as well as any 
engagement sessions we run. We are encouraging people to sign up to this 
service as it’s a great way of finding out what we are up to and where we will be.  
Please ensure you sign up to this free service.

Take a look at the website for further information: https://
neighbourhoodmatters.co.uk/







Did you know that you are able to report issues 
online, whether it be fly tipping or abandoned 

vehicles, or many more at:
 

https://www.wychavon.gov.uk/reportit

Issues relating to noise and disturbance; smell 
nuisance and light pollution are investigated by 

the Environmental Health Team at 
Worcestershire Regulatory Services.  Their 

contact information is 
enquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk or 

telephone 01905 922799.
 







 
You can reserve books on the Worcestershire library catalogue and collect them from the 
mobile library – see www.worcestershire.gov.uk/libraries for more details.
 
 







PEBWORTH CHESS CLUB

Every Tuesday at Mary's Room in Pebworth Village Hall.

7 - 9pm

If you fancy popping out on a Tuesday for a game of chess 
you’ll be given a very warm welcome. 

We are a casual playing Chess group. We are a reasonably 
well supported group with players turning up to play and 

meet new people just to play a few games. Just arrive 
anytime you like and play anybody that has just finished a 

game. It’s very organic and there’s no pressure. Whatever skill 
level, there’s always someone who’ll give you a game. It’s a 

lovely social group. Pop along! Tea, coffee, biscuits. Or bring a 
drink of choice. The Masons Arms is also 1 minute away for an 
after game meet up. £2.50 entry. Under 18’s accompanied by 

adult.





CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCILLORS

Parish Clerk: Mrs Donna Bowles  
clerk@pebworthparishcouncil.gov.uk and Tel no 01386 421028
Chairman Richard Weller  richard@pebworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
Vice Chairman James Pearson  
james@pebworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cllr David Cranage  david@pebworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Jodi Cotton  jodi@pebworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cllr SJ Morrow  sj@pebworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cllr Simon Shiers  simon@pebworthparishcouncil.gov.uk





Who’s Who?

Editor:  Claire Poore
Email: editor@thepetrus.co.uk   (contributions before 25th of month, 
please)  Tel: 01386 832800

Vicar: Vacancy
Contact Craig Bishop, Chipping Campden
Tel: 01386 841927

Eucharistic Assistants:  
Michael Veal
Elizabeth Spencer

Churchwardens:
Elizabeth Spencer 01789 720078 

Assistant Churchwardens:
Jenny McLeish 01789 720064

Treasurer:
Richard Hartwell

PCC Members:
Pam Veal (Vice Chairperson), John Ilott , Dafydd Higgins and Jenny 
McLeish, Michael Veal, 

Bell Tower Captain:
Neil Garner, 07786702457 pebworthbells@gmail.com

Flower Rota:
Pam Veal

Electoral Roll Officer:
Rachel Jarrett  01789 721513

Opinions expressed in this magazine are the personal opinions of the authors and might not represent 
the policy of the PCC.  Such material is offered as a source of debate or reflection.


