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CLAREMONT CARS
PRIVATE HIRE SERVICE

From Bidford & Honeybourne
We offer a professional door to door service by appointment 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Serving South Warwickshire, the North Cotswolds and the Vale of Evesham, 
we cover all locations, both locally and throughout the U.K.

Estate Cars and people carriers up to 8 seats are available.
We specialise in meetand –greet facilities at all major UK Airports.
Sample discounted rates (at 1st January 2019) including up to four 

passengers (supplement applies for people carrier):
       

BIDFORD OR HONEYBOURNE to

                         From                                           From

Birmingham       £70         Bristol Airport       £115
Heathrow          £140             Luton Airport        £145
Gatwick             £170             Stansted                 £170
Manchester        £155             Southampton         £150

Please enquire for rates from your local area or for any other destination.

FOR THE BEST IN PRIVATE ~HIRE
CALL NOW ON: 

01386 833660

Philip Hickson – 53 Stratford Rd, Honeybourne, 
Evesham. WR11 7PP

Email: info@claremontcars.co.uk
Website: www.claremontcars.co.uk



Editor's Letter

Hello!

Happy New Year! Everyone will schoolaged children will recognise September as 
the start of something new and exciting and possibly scary. We moved into 
Honeybourne two weeks before my eldest started ‘Big School’ and now she is 
about to start Sixth Form! I wish everyone who is embarking on a new adventure 
this month the very best of luck. 

Pebworth’s Party in the Park is back and on 11th September. So much work goes 
into organising It so please support it if you can: it promises to be a real treat for 
everyone.

And finally,  if you're falling behind with your energy bills, and finding yourself 
struggling to pay, the best thing to do is contact your supplier as soon as possible. 
Under rules from regulator Ofgem, your supplier has to help you – usually by 
negotiating a payment plan that you can afford.
There are a range of options suppliers could offer if you're struggling, including:
• A full payment plan review
• Affordable debt repayment plans
• Payment breaks (though this won't be right for everyone)
• Payment reductions
• More time to pay
• Access to hardship funds
What help you can get is decided on a casebycase basis, but importantly, 
repayment must be based on your ability to pay. So get in touch with your supplier 
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as soon as possible.

Until next time,

Claire

Claire Poore
editor@thepetrus.co.uk or phone me on 01386 832800. 

For advertising enquiries, please email Richard on 
richard@rwhaccountancy.co.uk 



Letter from the Vicar

Full Stops and Clean Pages
At the end of year service for the leavers at Mickleton Primary School one of 

the staff read the poem, Full stop by Mark Bird. It begins,

Last six hours of primary school
Goodbye is getting near

The sums and sentences all done
The full stop day is here.

The poem continues counting down the hours until the last ever second of 
primary school,  

Last ever second of primary school
The full stop rings in our ears

But a thousand chapters left to write …

The juxtaposition between the end and the beginning is beautifully expressed 
and succinctly captured what so many of the young people were feeling that 
day. Of course it’s not just children moving between school years or schools 
that experience this simultaneous finishing and beginning. At certain times in 
our lives the movement between chapters can be painfully or deliciously 
obvious. 

In a less noticeable way a fresh new page is offered to us each day. A clean 
white page in which if we choose we can begin again and yet often the 
troubles, trials and tribulations of the past sometimes mark the new page we 
are offered.

St Paul writing to the church in Philippi (chapter 3 verses 7 to 16) talks about 
‘forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead. I press 
on towards the goal for the prize of the heavenly call to God in Christ 
Jesus’ (v13/14). Paul invites us to let go of the things that impede us and 
know the freedom and wholeness of a life with Jesus.

At the start of the new academic year, and as the parish enters a period of 
vacancy following Revd Scott’s move back to Cambridge, it’s a good thing for 
us to reflect on. What things do we carry that we could let go of? Are the 
shoulds, oughts and musts that rule our lives all necessary? Too often we 
carry the values and expectations of others. These values and expectations 
do not make us happy, they do not allow us or others to flourish – where 
have they come from? Jesus offers us, life in all its fullness (John 10:10). We 
are offered a clean page, a new chapter, a fresh start, a new beginning. 

What would you like to record on today’s clean page? 
What could you do today that allows you to flourish?



May this month be full of joyful opportunities and encouragements.
Every blessing
Revd Craig

Team Rector – based in Campden

OLD BANK NOTES

Please be aware that 30th September is the last 
day that you can use the paper £20 and £50 

notes. Banks will always exchange them, but you 
won't be able to use them in shops. Many banks 
will let you deposit them into bank accounts too, 

and the Post Office might accept them as a 
deposit into any bank that you can access at the 

Post Office.

Postal Strikes will be on 31 
August 

and 8 and 9 September 2022.







Parish Council Notice

You may be aware of the serious incident that took place at The Close 
recently whereby a child ended up in A&E, needing stitches as broken glass 
had been left on and round the slide area.
The Parish Council (PC) has also received complaints regarding malicious 
damage, front doors being kicked, knocking and running away, verbal abuse, 
graffiti, and eggs and stones thrown at front doors and windows.
We would like to assure all parishioners that we are aware of these ongoing 
issues, the perpetrators are known to be residents but thankfully a very small 
minority of the community.
As a council we are committed to maintaining the safety of our residents and 
providing great facilities, however we are limited in what we can do. The 
Police have personally been contacted regarding previous incidents, having 
collated various statements from parishioners, however this has had limited 
effect.
What is needed is hard evidence from witnesses, more people to 
communicate the issues, increased vigilance and wider community 
engagement, some of which the PC can support with, and some of which is 
happening now.   We have been engaging with the local Police again only 
this week and PC Matt Beards will be attending the next Parish Council 
Meeting on Monday 5th September, something that was organised a few 
months ago.  He has confirmed without evidence there is limited action they 
can take.
We have also contacted the housing association to again advise them that a 
small group of their tenants are causing repeated antisocial and, in some 
cases, criminal behaviour.  Please, if you have any hard evidence or wish to 
report further incidents of antisocial or criminal behaviour contact:
Generic.mail@rooftopgroup.org using the subject line of Issues in Pebworth. 
This will be forwarded to the correct department.  We have been assured that 
any information passed on is completely confidential. Alternatively, you can 
follow the link below:
https://www.rooftopgroup.org/contactus
copying the Parish Council in at this email address so all logs can be 
tracked.
We have been looking into CCTV installation but as I’m sure you can 
imagine, when public areas are considered there is much red tape and 
controls that need to be observed.
The PC would like to encourage you and others to join this and other PC 
meetings, always the first Monday of each month, 7pm at the village hall, 
unless it’s a bank holiday, when it falls on the second Monday. 
We trust that this gives you more insight into what the PC is and has been 
doing for some time now.  
 









 
You can reserve books on the Worcestershire library catalogue and collect them from the 
mobile library – see www.worcestershire.gov.uk/libraries for more details.
 
 







PIANIST WANTED TO ACCOMPANY CHOIR REHEARSALS 
FROM SEPTEMBER 2022 

Meon Singers is a thriving local choir of 3540 singers in the 
Mickleton area. After retirement of our established accompanist, 
we seek a pianist to accompany us at rehearsals and concerts. 
The post is remunerated. We have two excellent and enthusiastic 
Music Directors who make singing fun and relaxed but have high 
standards for the choir to aspire to. Rehearsals are within school 
term times and holidays on Thursday evenings 78.30pm. For 
further details please contact Jonathan on 
info@meonsingers.co.uk

Meon Singers Mickleton 
Opportunities for Basses, Baritones and Tenors 

We are keen to attract more men to balance recently 
increased alto and soprano members. Our website 

www.meonsingers.co.uk will give you a good idea of who 
we are, what we do and how much we enjoy doing it. We 
are a friendly group of nearly 40 amateur singers from the 

area and have opportunities for tenors, baritones and 
basses. There are no auditions. Rehearsals are Thursday 
evenings 7-8.30pm with our Autumn restart from Sept. 
8th. You’ll receive a very warm welcome and be able to 

see and sample a rehearsal or three without commitment. 
Contact our secretary Stuart via our website for details and 

he’ll be very pleased to help. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------

Many thanks.

Jonathan Collins
Chair Meon Singers









County Councillor Report 
Prepared by Alastair Adams,  
Worcestershire County Council

Dear All
I hope you had a GREAT Summer, and are 
looking forward to Pebworth Party in the Park 
on Sunday 11th September down on the Close.

Cost of Living Help 
Reminder of measures announced so far by 
central government and the link to find out 
more.
The government has recently announced the 
Energy Bills Support Scheme (EBSS), which 
will give households a £400 discount off their 
energy bills from October. 

The EBSS is part of the government’s wider support to help households with 
the cost of living. It’s open to all domestic households who use electricity.
How much will I get?
Every household will get £400, paid over six months starting from October 
2022. So you’ll get the following each month:
Month Amount
October 2022 £66
November 2022 £66
December 2022 £67
January 2023 £67
February 2023 £67
March 2023 £67

If your electricity bills are less than £66/£67 a month, you’ll still get the same 
amount. You can carry on using the discount to pay for your electricity after 
March 2023 (until all the £400 is used up).
How do I apply?
You don’t need to do anything – every household will automatically get the 
discount. You don’t need to repay the discount and it won’t affect your credit 
rating in any way. 
How do I receive the discount?
This depends on how you pay for your energy:
For Direct Debit customers, your electricity supplier will send the discount 
straight to your bank each month – like a refund – once your Direct Debit has 
gone through. 
For example:
If your Direct Debit is £100 a month, you’d pay that as normal. Then a few 
days later, £67 will paid into your bank account. If your Direct Debit is less 



than £67 a month, say £50 for example, £50 will be refunded to your bank 
account and the remaining £17 will be applied as credit to your energy 
account. 
For Cash/Cheque customers, your discount will be applied to your energy 
account balance each month.
In addition the following government help has also been announced/paid;
• £150 cash rebate for homes in Council Tax bands AD  ; already been 
paid in May
• £650 oneoff cost of living payment for those on means tested benefits 
such as Universal Credit or Pension Credit. See https://www.gov.uk/guidance/
costoflivingpayment
• An additional £300 oneoff pensioner cost of living payment for 
pensioners in receipt of the Winter Fuel Allowance to be paid in November 
2022
• £150 oneoff disability cost of living payment for people in receipt of 
disability benefits.
• 5p fuel duty cut for a full year across all fuel duty rates.
• National Insurance threshold increase from £9,500 to £12,570 from July 
2022  
• Increase the National Living Wage by 6.6% to £9.50 per hour from April 
2022
For more information see https://www.gov.uk/guidance/costoflivingpayment
And for details on the Energy Bills Support Scheme see https://www.gov.uk/
government/news/energybillssupportschemeexplainer

REMINDER  Pebworth will be upgraded to GigaFast Broadband
Just a reminder that Openreach have confirmed the project will go ahead. 
Fibre to the Premises should give you a minimum of 100Mbps with possible 
much faster speeds in the future.

Also a reminder that if you have not yet pledged, and you want giga fast 
broadband then you should still pledge by clicking on 
https://www.openreach.com/fibrebroadband/fibrecommunitypartnership/
connectmycommunity
and putting your contact and address details into the website – only takes 2 
minutes. If you don’t sign up then they may not build the infrastructure to get 
the fibre to your house; especially important for houses in the extremes of the 
map (as shown below) as it will be expensive to retro fit the infrastructure. 
Once you sign up, you will then be contacted automatically by Openreach.  
Please note, for everyone that has pledged their support, you will receive a 
voucher from Openreach with instructions on how to use it. The voucher is 
funded by central government so costs you nothing. 
Map showing what houses within the blue line are eligible to get Gigafast 
broadband in Pebworth as part of this project. 
 
Highways:



There are still road closures so please check https://one.network/  to see all 
the temporary road closures on a regular basis. 

1. B4085 S.Littleton to Blackminster School – Road closed until 3rd Sept. 
New cycleway  built from South Littleton to Blackminster School
2. Further Flood alleviation – Broad Marston Rd   A small secondary flood 
plain can be built in Tim Longford’s field just before the entrance to Broad 
Marston. This is a “belt & braces” scheme to prevent water flowing from the 
brook onto the road. Work to start in Sept. 
3. New sewage connection completed last month at the top of Front Street 
so the foul smells from the old septic tank will cease. 
4. New Gullys interactive map is now live on Report It. See https://
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20978/
tell_us_about_a_road_or_highway_issue/1044/
drainage_and_flooding_on_a_highway This should help identify the road 
drain much easier, and you will be able to see when it was last cleansed too.

As always, if you have any issues on any Highways matters, please report it 
on the WCC website http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/homepage/98/
report_it 
Also remember a photo of the Highways problem is as good as “a thousand 
words” so always take a photo where possible. 

County Council Divisional Fund

The new Divisional Fund has restarted Applications are invited from local 
community organisations that are manned by volunteers and require a little 
help to buy equipment or services. To apply, please contact me. New grants 
processed so far:
1. The Pebworth Collective – for the Platinum Jubilee celebrations 
2. Honeybourne Bowls Club – new mat and storage 
3. Honeybourne Cricket Club – Cricket equipment 
4. 1st Littleton Scout Group – improvements to the toilets 
5. Cleeve Prior Heritage Trust – Poetry books for school visits 
6. Cleeve Prior – contribution to security to the Marquee over the Jubilee 
Weekend.
7. Pebworth in Bloom – contribution to developing the wetlands area at 
Wesley Gardens
8. Bretforton Show – display boards 

Other good news in Worcestershire 
The government has announced more than £43 million to upgrade the A38 
near Bromsgrove. A new cycle and pedestrian corridor running parallel to the 
A38 will also be built, while new crossings and overbridges will connect to the 
wider local cycle network. The upgrades will take place on a 7.5mile stretch 



Did you know that you are able to report issues 
online, whether it be fly tipping or abandoned 

vehicles, or many more at:
 

https://www.wychavon.gov.uk/reportit

Issues relating to noise and disturbance; smell 
nuisance and light pollution are investigated by 

the Environmental Health Team at 
Worcestershire Regulatory Services.  Their 

contact information is 
enquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk or 

telephone 01905 922799.
 

of the route, between the M5 Junction 4 to the north and the A38/B4094 to the 
south.

Your County Councillor, Alastair Adams can be contacted on 
adams.pebworth@gmail.com  or mobile 07725 979 277 or 
www.alastairadams.org





To advertise 
here please 

contact Richard 
by email at

richard@

rwhaccountancy.

co.uk



CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCILLORS

Parish Clerk: Mrs Donna Bowles  
clerk@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk and Tel no 01386 421028
Chairman Richard Weller  richard@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk
Vice Chairman James Pearson  
james@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk
Cllr David Cranage  david@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk
Cllr John Hyde  johnh@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk
Cllr Denise Meynell  denise@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk
Cllr SJ Morrow  sj@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk
Cllr Simon Shiers  simon@pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk







Who’s Who?

Editor:  Claire Poore
Email: editor@thepetrus.co.uk   (contributions before 25th of month, 
please)  Tel: 01386 832800

Vicar:   Rev. Scott Watts
Tel: 01386 834946
Email: revscottwatts@yahoo.com

Eucharistic Assistants:  
Michael Veal
Elizabeth Spencer

Churchwardens:
Elizabeth Spencer 01789 720078 & Michael Veal  01789 720238

Assistant Churchwardens:
Jenny McLeish 01789 720064

Treasurer:
Richard Hartwell

PCC Members:
Pam Veal (Vice Chairperson), John Ilott and Jenny McLeish 

Bell Tower Captain:
Neil Garner

Flower Rota:
Gill Thomas  01789 720263

Electoral Roll Officer:
Rachel Jarrett  01789 721513

Opinions expressed in this magazine are the personal opinions of the authors and might not represent 
the policy of the PCC.  Such material is offered as a source of debate or reflection.


