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Please contact the editors with any contributions,  photographs, news and announcements for the  
April Piper  on or before 20th March. 

Karen Pearson at kpearson@active-research.co.uk  2 Wesley Gardens or 07887 613301 
 Diana Beaumont at dianabeaumont@btinternet.com Meon House, Friday Street. 

 

 

Welcome! 

 
I am sure we are all looking forward to Pebworth’s Got Talent on 9th March and seeing the fantastic 
range of talent we have in the parish.  We also have the Pebworth First School Quiz on 16th March, 
which is sure to be a very competitive event. Don’t forget to register your team in advance! 
 
After the very successful showing of Barbie at Pebworth Rural Cinema in February, they will be 
showing the Great Escaper on 15th March, starring national treasures Michael Caine and Glenda 
Jackson. 
 
We also have a spotlight on SW Perry a local author this month. Don’t forget, if you are a local 
business or activity group (based in the parish) and would like to be featured in the Piper, please 
get in touch.   
 
Finally, thank you to those who have sent in photos for the Piper, particularly Stuart White who 
provided this month’s cover photo of Meon Hill. 
 

Best wishes  
 

Karen 
 

Happy reading! 

mailto:kpearson@active-research.co.uk
mailto:dianabeaumont@btinternet.com
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See below for tickets and details of how to enter 

If you would like to enter to showcase your talent, please contact Debbie at debbiesings@hotmail.com or  07742926227. 
 

Tickets can be purchased online at  http://pebworth-collective.square.site/ or by email from Jane Cromack 

(jvcromack@aol.com).  

 

mailto:debbiesings@hotmail.com
http://pebworth-collective.square.site/
mailto:jvcromack@aol.com


 

 

Please join Pebworth & District 

WI members for the  

Annual Parish Litter Pick 

 

Sat 2nd March 

Meet at Pebworth Village Hall 

at 10 am 
 

All children to be accompanied by an 

adult 

Litterpickers provided. Please 

wear gloves and bring bin bags  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

It’s on it’s way! Pebworth’s Got Talent: An evening of variety performance and 

a relaxed wonderful family event to kick start Spring!  

SATURDAY 9th MARCH starting at 7.30. (Doors open 7pm) 

Tickets are on sale now at the very reasonable price of £3 for adults and £1 for children. Under 

5’s are free. ( Under 16’s need to be accompanied by an adult)  

All proceeds are going to Pebworth Village Hall 

Performance Fund for a stage and for lighting. There 

will be a bar providing drinks and snacks, and the 

team will be on hand to make the evening flow 

smoothly.  

We are encouraging all local talent and all ages to try 

something, anything…. a bit of fun to bring in Spring! 

The Children’s Section will be in the first half, and the 

Adults’ Section after the interval.  

We are seeking poets, singers, spoken word, guitarists, 

instrumentalists, actors, magicians, dancers or anyone with 

any other talent, no matter how quirky.  All ages are invited 

to take part.  

We already have interest from a 

dance troupe, some singers and 

instrumentalists, and we hope to 

have something from our lovely 

Pebworth First School. The judges 

will be there (for guidance and a bit 

of fun) but the winners of both the 

Children’s and Adults’ Sections will 

be decided by audience vote. 

 

 

If you would like to enter to showcase your talent, please contact Debbie at 

debbiesings@hotmail.com or text her on 07742926227. 

We will be needing a few helpers on the evening so, if you’d be willing to lend a hand, please 

contact Jane Cromack (jvcromack@aol.com).  

Tickets can be purchased online at  http://pebworth-collective.square.site/ or by email from 

Jane Cromack (jvcromack@aol.com).  

Cygnet Ballet 
Group 

Gary Knights 
Magician 

Louise Weldon 
Singer/Actor 

Group 

mailto:debbiesings@hotmail.com
mailto:jvcromack@aol.com
http://pebworth-collective.square.site/
mailto:jvcromack@aol.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A VILLAGE ALMANAC 

By Charlotte Foskett 
 

‘When the apple blooms in March, 
For the fruit you’ll search.’ 

 
The month of March is one of soaring hope. It is when late winter passes and the joy of new spring 
emerges.  The evenings are lengthening and, by the end of the month, British Summer Time will be 
here and we can look forward to light mornings and the vibrant notes of daily dawn choruses! 
 
Despite this energizing hope March can still deliver quick bursts of frost, snow or dreadfully cold 
days so Gardeners beware and don’t be too hasty in potting or planting out!  
 
There are several holy or Saint’s days too this month that have folklore linked to the 
seeds of Spring and ground fertility.  
St David’s Day (March 1st) is traditionally associated with putting ‘oats and barley in 
the clay.’ It’s a sign that the ground is warming up and ready for the hardier crops.  
St Benedict’s Day is celebrated by the Benedictine monks on 21st March ( although it’s 
later in the year in the Catholic Church ) and is the day to sow main crop peas in the 
ground.  
And then we have Good Friday which has always been a day traditionally in the 
Cotswolds to plant  potatoes.  
 
On the 1st of the month dawn will be approximately at 5am and dusk will be approximately 7pm. By 
the last day of the month which is British Summer Time for the UK the Sun will set after 8pm. A 
wonderful chance if the weather is kind to get outside and increase positivity and mental well being. 
It is the month of a great awakening in nature and so we should celebrate our Winter hunkering 
down and start to feel energised and look to the coming seasons ahead and now is the time to make 
plans and forge through with them!  
 

New Moon.         10th March.  

Full Moon.         25th March.  
 
Nature is wonderfully busy. Eggs have already been laid in nests and ponds bubble with spawn.  

Frogs in the southwest start spawning first and hedgehogs are coming out 
of hibernation and will be incredibly hungry.  
Redwings and fieldfares depart this month for Russia and Scandinavia, and 
the Chiffchaffs arrive! 
 
 
 

 
A wonderful month full of promise and new beginnings and one we should most definitely welcome!  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

It was a Tuesday night, normally quiet after 

the church bells had echoed their last 

around the village. Households were 

plugging in their domestic robots to re-

charge overnight, and lock the cupboards 

they kept them in.  

 

One cannot be too careful. 

 

Dusk was covering the cottages and thin 

streaks of cloud were fading from the sky. 

Josephine was getting ready for her lonely 

bed when a jangle came from the front door. 

Startled, she looked at her phone’s screen. 

So late for genuine visitors. She stiffened. 

The porch camera was showing a robot at 

her door. It was a tall, masculine-looking 

robot pressing her bell. Did the bot know 

her? Was it a delivery? Was it a mistake?  

Was it a rogue robot? What should she do?  

 

Her own bot was charging itself and would 

not be ready for action until at least an hour 

had passed. Yet she felt both obliged by 

custom – one answers one’s doorbell, and, 

let it be said silently, somewhat attracted by 

the firm jaw and blue eyes of this robot.  

Men, real men, could be comfortable 

companions; in her youth, she had admired 

and wanted the venturous young fellows. 

Gosh the parties, when friends had knocked 

at her door – wanting her. This was now; 

those days were in the past. Now for those 

alone, companion bots, even romanta-bots 

were available - she had one. Her own was 

good-looking, weren’t they all? She knew 

the face was only rubber, but the smile 

tinkled a lot of bells in her mind.  

  

Her cautions were lest a human man, a 

rough man, was about to rob her – such 

things happened even with street cameras  

 

and face tracing. She was softened because 

this was a robot. Robots were trained 

according to Asimov’s Law: not to harm 

human beings. 

  

She opened the door. 

 

It only needed a hand’s breadth for her to 

look upon this tall, slim being with a human-

like head and broad shoulders. He had a 

loose arm. The poor robot had been savaged 

by something, a big dog perhaps. Dogs did 

not feel the same empathy with tin men that 

they had with the flesh-and-bone sort of 

men. They liked a human smell – some they 

liked, some they ignored. Machines were 

different - machine oil and hot cable odour 

were not their thing, that acrid scent came 

even from those bots that self-doused with 

perfume. Romanta-bots did that. Dogs were 

not fooled; they became cross at trickery on 

their humans. Robots could be rivals. 

 

Josephine saw his problem. There were 

shreds of rubber skin and loops of wire 

hanging down like tendons, with drips of oil. 

his arm was wounded. The oil could drain 

out and even drain the central oil pressure 

pump. The whole thing could jam up solid: 

robot death. 

 

She felt his pain. Of course, the robot could 

not feel pain as such, but his control system 

was warning him as it did when his power 

pack was dwindling. Josephine bent to touch 

the poor robot. She felt sorrow and needed 

to help. Her hormones were changing her 

mind. She wanted to help, despite the hour, 

despite the dark, despite the empty house. 

She felt good – it was virtuous. 

  

She let the robot in. 
Charles 
©020723 To be continued… 



 

 

  

What’s On In The Community At Meon Vale 

For more information on classes running at Meon 
Vale Leisure Centre contact: 

reception@meonvaleleisure.co.uk                                                                   
For more information on events running at The 

Pavilion Coffee Shop Contact: 
steph@meonpavilion.co.uk 

 

mailto:reception@meonvaleleisure.co.uk
mailto:steph@meonpavilion.co.uk


 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

   

S W Perry – Local Author and Creator of The Jackdaw Mysteries 

 

‘He can’t come to the phone right now, he’s in the sixteenth 
century.’  

That’s the familiar lament of Jane, wife to S W Perry, local author 
of the successful historical fiction series, The Jackdaw Mysteries, 
published by Corvus Books. The first ‘The Angel’s Mark’ was 
published in 2018 and became a Kindle best seller. The sixth in the 
series, ‘The Sinner’s Mark’ was published in paperback last month 
(February). They tell the story of a young idealistic physician who 
becomes a spy for Sir Robert Cecil in the England of Elizabeth I. 
While anchored on the Jackdaw Tavern on London’s disreputable 
South Bank, the action ranges as far as Moorish Marrakech, 
rebellious Ireland and the Padua of Galileo. 

‘I think being a daydreamer at school helped a lot,’ says Perry, 
whose real name is Steve Perry Wood. (Publishers have a 
preference for initials!) ‘But I certainly have to credit my English and 
history teachers for giving me a love of both subjects.’ 

Steve has had a variety of careers. He joined Radio 210 in 1977 as a trainee news reporter. He 
went on to work for LBC, presenting news programmes and reading the news on IRN, the ITN of 
the commercial radio network. He was a commentator for the IRN team that covered the 
wedding of Prince Charles and Lady Diana Spencer. He spent six years as head of news for one of 
the UK's commercial radio stations. 

In the early eighties he began to indulge an interest in flying. 
Gaining his commercial rating, he left broadcasting behind 
and took up aviation full time. He then spent the next thirty 
years flying for a living, ending up as a senior captain with a 
major UK leisure airline.  

His seventh book, Berlin Duet, is a departure from the 
sixteenth century. The tale follows Anglo-American 
photographer Anna Cantrell from the days of silent-movie 
Hollywood, through the rise of the Nazis to the ruins of a 
devastated Europe. It comes out in August.  

Steve lives in Broad Marston with Jane and Buffle the cocker 
spaniel, who has a trot-on part in several of the Jackdaw 
books.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
f anyone had been walking by the village hall 
on February 7th they would have been very 
puzzled to see a huge motorbike parked in 

Mary’s room! And even more confused to see WI 
members excitedly climbing onto it and posing for 
photos! This was at the end of a fascinating, 
inspiring talk – one of the best we’ve had  – from 
Martin and Oliver, volunteers for the 
Warwickshire and Solihull Blood Bikes. This 
wonderful charity, manned entirely by volunteers 
and totally reliant on donations from the public, 
saves the NHS an estimated £2 million a year, 
which would otherwise have to use expensive 
taxis.   The riders collect blood samples, X-rays, 
urgent medicines, even breast milk for premature 
babies from hospitals and deliver to where it is 
needed, sometimes very urgently. Martin 
explained that the riders, who are supported by 
call operators, tend to be men and women of a 
certain age, all motorbike enthusiasts in their 
youth who now have the chance to ride again, 
and this time not only for pleasure but in support 
of the charity. Their shifts start at 7pm in the  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
evening so they are truly “Knight Riders”.  We 
were quite awestruck by what we learned, and  
they thought we were wonderful too and 
presented us with a certificate for our support.  
 
Anne’s winning limerick caused much laughter 
when read out as she’d taken the theme of a 
vampire who donated his blood to a blood bank. 
The evening continued with delicious 
refreshments and one of Nicole’s wonderful 
paper craft workshops when we made heart 
shapes for Valentines Day, the day the WI have 
chosen to campaign for action on climate change. 
And after being given cake to take home, Martin 
and Oliver roared away from the village. 
 
There is a shocking statistic reported recently by 
the RSPCA – there are 10 wildlife deaths every day 
caused by LITTER so  please join WI members on 
Sat 2nd March as we clear the parish of others 
peoples’ rubbish.  Meet at the village hall at 
10am.  
 
If you feel tempted to find out more about our WI 
this year, please contact our president Jenny 
McLeish (jenny.mcl@tiscali.co.uk) or go to 
www.pebworth.org  for the year’s programme. 
Guests are welcome for £4 which includes 
refreshments.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

I 

 
PEBWORTH AND DISTRICT WI 

 
by Jenny McLeish 

Next Meeting 
Our next meeting will be on Wed 6th March 

when  Claire Poore, glass maker, will not only 

tell us more about her craft but there will be a 

chance to make something ourselves !! 

http://www.pebworth.org/


 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  Sent in by our readers 

UFO Clouds 
 

By David Collins 

First Bee Of The Year 
By 

Charlotte Foskett 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now in our sixth year of activity, Pebworth Footpath Volunteers 

(PFV) can generally rely on a turnout of 6-8 volunteers for any 

given project, which can include installing ditch crossings, 

pathways clearance and the installation of gates in place of stiles 

to enable access for as many of our village residents as possible.  

However, we’d like a larger pool of active volunteers so, if what 

we do appeals and you’d like to join in, please contact Graham 

Fowles, our team leader, at graham.fowles@btinternet.com.  On 

average, we tackle a project monthly and aim to get the job 

completed within 3 hours, which allows for a lot of good-

humoured banter and cups of coffee. 

 

In early January, we replaced a stile on Path 512C, 

which is from the Old Reservoir site down across Nick’s 

land, in Little Meadows, towards Ullington.  The actual 

installation is the last schedule for this length of path, 

where we have now installed 8 gates! 

 

 

At the end of January, we started on the renovation of the path from Friday Street to the children’s 

playground.  This is still work in progress but most of the heavy work has been completed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you’d like to join us, please contact Graham and look out for our next project 

 

Pebworth Footpath 
Volunteers 

mailto:graham.fowles@btinternet.com


 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 



 

 

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Move over Bill Shakespeare 

 
 

Publishing needs new ink  

 

Creative Writing Class 

 

Meet your own People 

 

Thursday mornings 10:30   

@ £90.00 per 10 w term 

 

Methodist Hall  
Old Town, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6BG, 
connie.bott@mac.com Published Author 

 

 

 
Evesham Volunteer Centre – Community Car Scheme 

 
Evesham Volunteer Centre provide an essential service benefitting predominantly elderly and disabled 
people who have no means of transport or cannot access public transport. We cover hospital, doctor, dental 
and social appointments.  Our volunteer drivers will pick up clients in their own car, take you to your 
appointment, wait and bring you home. A sliding fare scale is applicable for all journeys and a cost can be 
given when you enquire.  
 

If you require our service, please call 01386 45035 weekdays from 9:30am till 1:00pm.  
 

We are always welcoming new volunteers!  
 

Wednesday Volunteer Required: 9:30am till 1:00pm working on the transport desk answering calls and 
matching clients up with a volunteer driver.  
 

Volunteer drivers use their own car to transport clients to and from their appointments and will get 45p a 
mile which is paid monthly to cover expenses. As a volunteer driver you can provide companionship to 
passengers who may be socially isolated and make new friends by being part of our team.  
 

For more information please contact Helen on co@eveshamvolunteers.org.uk or call 01386 45035 

mailto:connie.bott@mac.com
mailto:co@eveshamvolunteers.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

olour is emerging everywhere – the 
churchyard has mauve crocuses, yellow 
primroses, white snowdrops, and the 

containers such as the barrels along Front Street 
have suddenly brought splashes of colour. Thanks  
to a large group of volunteers, bags and bags of 
leaves were removed from the bulb border on the 
Close. The many bulbs were struggling without 
light but as soon as the dense carpet of leaves was 
removed, they seemed to breathe and get ready 
to flower. And the sunshine has brought out the 
daffodils everywhere.  
 
Thank you to all those 
who contacted Yvonne 
with your Bird Watch 
results. Last year’s 
winner the goldfinch has 
slipped to 3rd place, 
behind the blue tit and 
the wood pigeon. There 
were 24 different species 
recorded in the village 
and we are getting reports of birds starting to 
nest.  
 
Bob Topp, our speaker at the annual conservation 
talk on Sunday 18th described himself as a bad 
bird watcher but had us all enthralled with his 
stories, particularly about wonderful swifts. We 
hope some will be heading here from the Congo 
very soon and taking up new homes in the swift 
boxes. We also enjoyed recreating the dawn 
chorus and especially the delicious cream tea and 

the snatch and grab raffle !!  The bird box for tits 
was snatched so many times that we’ve forgotten 

who it ended up with !   
Bob’s fee was donated to the RSPB, and the raffle 
raised funds for the  Vale Wildlife Hospital, which 
cares for our hedgehogs.  

 
PS.  A reminder please to be extra careful on the 
roads around Pebworth as toads and frogs are on 
the move, back to their ancestral ponds to breed.  
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Sunday 
   

Monday 
  First Monday 

MONTHLY 

PARISH COUNCIL 
7pm 

Tuesday 
BRIDGE CLASSES 2pm 

with Juanita 07856 565639 
www.strengthandbalance.co.uk 

CHESS CLUB 6.30pm 
pebworthchess@gmail.com 

MONTHLY  
SEWING GROUP 1pm 

SOUND BATH 7pm 
www.reikibydan.co.uk 

Wednesday 
HATHA YOGA 10am  

with Nikki Coope  
nikki.coope58@gmail.com 

‘MOVE IT OR LOSE IT’ 

EXERCISE CLASS 12.30pm 

with Krys Cave 
www.kryscavefitness.com 

First Wednesday 

MONTHLY W.I. 
7pm 

Thursday 
PILATES 9.30am  

with Nicki McGinn  

07798 641593 

SHORT MAT BOWLS 
2pm  

 

Friday 
HATHA YOGA 10am  

with Nikki Coope  
nikki.coope58@gmail.com 

 Last Friday 

MONTHLY RURAL 

CINEMA 7.15pm 
 

 

 

 

 

Pebworth 
Village Hall 
Weekly Groups 
 
Jane Cromack 

For more information please contact Jane Cromack on 01789 720319 
and look at the advertising notices on the various Village noticeboards,  

Facebook and www.pebworth.org 
or just go along on the day and say hello! 

http://www.pebworth.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

On-call firefighters required for 
Pebworth Fire Station 
 

ereford & Worcester Fire and Rescue 
Service (HWFRS) is looking for more on-
call firefighters to cover Pebworth Fire 

Station. 

Anyone interested in the paid role must be aged 
over 18, live or work within five minutes of the 
Stratford Road station and be able to respond to 
emergency calls whenever needed. 

The surrounding area includes a maximum-
security prison, high-speed railway lines, 
recycling centres and other local manufacturing 
businesses found on the industrial sites. 

Pebworth is staffed solely by on-call firefighters 
who are professionals from a wide range of 
backgrounds which can prove helpful when 
responding to incidents. 

The station boasts a Dennis Sabre fire engine, 
which is a first-line attack appliance, carrying a 
crew of up to six firefighters along with 
firefighting and rescue equipment. 

The building and facilities are still relatively 

recent having been built in 2011 to replace the 
previous structure in Broad Marston Road. 

HWFRS is looking to recruit enthusiastic, 
community-minded applicants from all walks of 
life for the on-call roles. 

The most important qualifications are common 
sense, compassion, commitment, discretion and 
teamwork. 

Potential firefighters must be available on 
Tuesday evenings for drill nights which are 
weekly training sessions at the Pebworth station 
starting at 7pm. 

HWFRS offers a range of contracts where the 
number of hours and times to be available on-
call can vary to suit personal and professional 
circumstances. 

Full training, uniform and personal development 
are provided alongside many opportunities to 
gain additional skills and qualifications that will 
be of use outside the Service. 

The Service only asks for an average level of 
strength and fitness and will provide full support 
in helping people understand and achieve this. 

For more information on joining, visit 
www.hwfire.org.uk/join-us/retained-firefighter/ 
or email gflower@hwfire.org.uk. 

H 

http://www.hwfire.org.uk/join-us/retained-firefighter/
mailto:gflower@hwfire.org.uk


 

 

Present:  Councillors: Richard Weller, David Cranage, 

Simon Shiers, Samantha Parkins & Jodi Cotton 

In attendance: County Councillor Alastair Adams, 
District Councillor Hannah Robson and Mrs D Bowles 
(Clerk) 
 
Also in attendance: 2 members of the public. 
 
Apologies Considered for Absence: 
Cllr James Pearson – approved 

 
Open Forum: The Chairman suspended the formal 
meeting for the Ward Members and public 
participation.  
a) 2 members of the public were in attendance: 

- They were advised that VAS data is 
available on the website 

- Potholes have been reported from 
Ullington crossroads 

- Grips to be cleared along Stratford Rd 
b) District Councillor Robson reported: 

- That the Bickmarsh Lodge planning 
application had been refused 

- She has chased Severn Trent regarding 
flooding on Friday Street 

The Chairman closed the open forum and 
reconvened the meeting at 19:10 
 
Planning Matters:  
a) W/23/02468/CU Location: Ullington Hall, Buckle 

Street, Ullington, Evesham, WR11 8QH 
Description of Proposal: Change of Use of cottage 
from ancillary accommodation to the main 
dwelling, to a holiday let. Following discussion 
Clerk to respond with “no comment”. 

b) W/23/02437/FUL Location: Far View, Back Lane, 
Pebworth, Stratford Upon Avon, CV37 8XA 
Description of Proposal: Planning permission to 

erect a replacement dwelling, including 
demolition of existing. Following discussion, 
District Councillor Robson will ask for an extension 
for the Parish Council to consider its response. 

c) W/23/02597/CLE Location: Pebworth Manor, 
Dorsington Road, Dorsington, Pebworth, Stratford 
Upon Avon, CV37 8XB Description of Proposal: 
Certificate of lawfulness for existing single storey 
side extension. Following consultation via email 
Members decided that as it is a technical 
argument on a pre-existing extension that cannot 
be seen from a public highway there is nothing to 
add and no comment should be made, leaving it 
for the planning officer to determine. 

d) APP/H1840/W/23/3331631 - Proposal: 
Demolition of existing agricultural barns and 
replacement with 5no. detached dwellings. Site 
at: Bank Farm Front Street Pebworth Stratford 
Upon Avon CV37 8XQ. Cllr Shiers declared an 
interest, he did provide some background 
information, however did not provide an opinion. 
Cllr Weller requested Cllrs look back at the 
previous comments provided by the Parish 
Council and to provide any additional comments 
to Clerk by 12th February. Cllr Shiers will not be 
providing comments. 

Decisions: 
e) W/22/01911/FUL Proposal: Full planning 

application for the demolition of agricultural 
buildings with Class Q consent and the erection of 
5 dwellings. Location: New Buildings Farm, Priory 
Lane, Broad Marston, Pebworth. Planning 
Refused   
 

Finance: 
a) Members noted the precept request of £48,200 

has been made to and accepted by Wychavon 
District Council. 

b) Members noted the draft Internal Audit report. 

 

Pebworth  
Parish  
Council  

Abridged Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 5th February 
2022. 
Edited by Diana Beaumont 
Full minutes can be found at 
https://www.pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk/community/pebwort
h-parish-council-20229/parish-council-minutes-2023/ 
 
Next Meeting: 
11th March 2024, 7pm at Pebworth Village Hall 

https://www.pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk/community/pebworth-parish-council-20229/parish-council-minutes-2023/
https://www.pebworthparishcouncil.co.uk/community/pebworth-parish-council-20229/parish-council-minutes-2023/


 

 

c) Members noted the S137 limit for 24/25 has been 
announced as £10.81. This is an increase from the 
current year which is £9.93. 

d) The Council gave consideration and unanimous 
approval of the payments listed in Appendix A, 
confirming the payments in Appendix A have 
been approved by full Council and there is 
provision within the budget, and that financial 
regulations and relevant policies have been 
followed. Cllr Weller to authorise the payments 
made by internet banking. 

e) A discussion took place regarding the Community 
Legacy Grant. Members have been waiting to hear 
from Persimmon to find out what leisure facilities 
they will provide at Meon Way Gardens although 
to date nothing has been heard. Members to 
investigate what the Community Legacy Grant 
could be used for if applied for. Clerk advised the 
closing date is 20th February. 

 
Council & Community Matters: 
a) County Cllr Adams has spoken to the landowner 

at the field on Friday St who has confirmed he is 
happy for drainage works to be carried out by 
the Parish Council. County Cllr Adams arrived at 
19:40 and Cllr Weller adjourned the meeting for 
discussions to take place.  County Cllr Adams 
provided quotes for works at Friday Street and 
Broad Marston Rd. As they are each over £500, 
further quotes will need to be obtained which 
Cllr Weller & Cllr Cranage will investigate. Cllr 
Weller reconvened the meeting at 19:55. 

b) Cllr Cotton provided information regarding the 
Meon Vale Foodshare charity. There are several 
families within Pebworth and Meon Way 
Gardens that are supported through this charity. 
She advised that Parish Councils within the area 
are providing funds to help. Clerk to forward 
grant application form to Cllr Cotton. 

c) Members noted the Clerk has reported an issue 
with a Rooftop housing property and has 
received confirmation that this is being dealt 
with. 

d) Members resolved to keep the three top 
priorities for the Parish Council Contact Contract 
with West Mercia Police as:  
1. Speeding 
2. Anti Social Behaviour 
3. Thefts  

e) Cllr Shiers provided feedback following the 
meeting with Neighbourhood Planning Officers. 
It was resolved to set up a Steering Group to 
consider a review of the Neighbourhood Plan. 
Members of this group to be: Cllrs Cotton, 
Cranage, Pearson, Shiers & Weller. Clerk to 
arrange a meeting for the group with Brodie 
Planning to discuss next steps. 

f) Members noted Persimmon has paid for the 
supply and installation of the dog bins at Meon 
Way Gardens; they are also installing a new 
defibrillator on the Open Space. 

Potholes by Little Meadows Farm have been 
reported; it is thought works have taken place. Clerk 
to investigate. 

 
The Close & Recreation Field 
a) To note the annual inspections will take place 

during March via an accompanied visit with 
John Hyde. Clerk has also requested that a 
tailored checklist be provided for both areas at 
a cost of £40 each. This is further to advice 
received in the internal auditor’s report. 

b) Replacement fittings for the witches hat 
roundabout have been installed. 

 
Cemetery: 
Members noted 2 x ashes internments have taken 
place. 
Lengthsman/Handyman Matters: 
VAS data was made available following the meeting 
and is attached to the minutes as Appendix B. 
 
Highway Matters: 
a) Members noted blocked drains at Little 

Meadows were reported to County Highways. 
These have been inspected, however there is 
too much silt to check the outlet pipes. 
Highways will write to landowners requesting 
the ditches need to be unblocked and 
redefined. Once these works are completed 
the pipes will then be able to be jetted.  

It has been reported by a Cllr that a house on Broad 
Marston Rd has an overgrown hedge. Clerk to write 
requesting this be trimmed back before the bird 
season begins. 
 
Lengthsman/Handyman Matters: 
New and outstanding Lengthsman/Handyman 
matters:  



 

 

The current Lengthsman has decided to step back 
from some works; Members decided to temporarily 
appoint a Lengthsman to share the role. Steve Baker, 
a known Lengthsman for Worcestershire was 
appointed. 
Future Tasks: 
Grips to be cleared on Stratford Rd 
VAS Data: 
Members noted the VAS data appended to the 
minutes. There is a gap from 10th Jan to 19th Jan; the 
battery had gone flat which was unnoticed. The 
battery is affected by cold weather and it was recently 
discovered that the charger doesn`t work at 
temperatures below 0. Clerk confirmed all VAS data is 
on the website. 
 
Matters Raised by Members: The following matters 
were raised by Council Members for consideration for 
future agendas: 
a) The Close ditch – works completed by end of 

this month. 

 
Date of Next Meeting: 
Monday 11th March 2024 at 7.00pm in the Village 
Hall, Pebworth. 
 
Future dates: 
8th Apr, APM – 22nd Apr, 13th May & ACM, 3rd Jun, 1st 
Jul, 2nd Sep, 7th Oct, 4th Nov, Budget meeting – 25th 
Nov, 2nd Dec 
 
Closure of Meeting:  The Chairman closed the 
meeting at 20:50 hrs 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

County Councillor Report – Pebworth 

Month:  February 2024 
Prepared by Alastair Adams 

Littletons Division, Worcestershire County Council  
 

Dear All 
Spring is in the air and the daffodils are out, and the 
days are getting longer – something to celebrate! 

Over the last few weeks, we have had a lot of rain, 
especially on 8th and 18th Feb, but the flood 
alleviations work completed over the last few years 
seemed to work, and all roads were still passable.  
 
County Council Budget 2024/25 
The County Council will finalised the 2024/25 Budget 
on 15th February at Full Council.  
Your County Council tax will be increased by 4.99% 
(2% ring-fenced for adult social care and 2.99% to 
deal with all the other services). As mentioned last 
month there has been a large increase in pressures 
from Children and Adult services. For example, the 
home to school transport has increased by nearly 
£10m in the last 12 months due to the increase in 
the number of children with Special Educational 
Needs, and many of them requiring transport to 
schools outside of the county. Also the number of 
children in care has increased from 440 to over 1000 
in the last 10 years, and the annual cost is nearly 
£100million. 
 
Even with the 4.99% increase in council tax, the 
Council still needs to save over £20million over the 
next 12 months so there will be some redundancies, 
but the aim is not to effect front line services. The 
Council’s investment in roads and pavements will 
continue at the same high level as previous years to 
keep them some of the best in the UK. 
 
Boundary Commission Review 
The Boundary Commission has announced for 
consultation their recommendations for changes to 
the County Councillor Divisional Areas with the aim 
that each elected member should have about 8600 
residents. At the moment I have one of the largest 
Divisions with over 9500 residents which is forecast 
to grow to 10,500 by 2029. So they are proposing to 
take Badsey off my area and pass it to Broadway 
Division. 
To read more see https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-
reviews/worcestershire 
 
Flooding under the Honeybourne Bridges  
On the 8th February, there was over a foot of water 
under Honeybourne bridges, but it was simply 
debris, leaves and grass on top of the gully grates. I 
cleared it with a spade and all the water disappeared 
within 5 minutes. Again, it reinforces the 
importance of keeping all the gully grates clear of 

Your District Councillors are Judith Ciotto 
(Judith.ciotti@wychavon.net) and Hannah 
Robson (hannah.robson@wychavon.net)  
 

You can contact the Parish Council via the clerk at  
clerk@pebworthparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 

https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/worcestershire
https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/worcestershire
mailto:Judith.ciotti@wychavon.net
mailto:hannah.robson@wychavon.net
mailto:clerk@pebworthparishcouncil.gov.uk


 

 

mud and debris, and I do ask all residents to check 
the drains outside their premises. 
The good news is with the heavy rain on the 18th 
February, there was no flooding under Honeybourne 
bridges. 
 
Flooding – Broad Marston  
On 8th Feb and 18th there was a few inches of water 
on the Broad Marston Rd as you drive out of Broad 
Marston, but this did seem to be coming from the 
field opposite Cotswold View, and the Parish Council 
have agreed to clear the ditch and pay for a bund to 
try and stop this run off from the field as mentioned 
last month.  
I have got the contractor who did it last time to 
provide a quote to the Parish. 
 
Flood alleviation work – Friday Street 
The same contractor has also provided a quote to 
build a bund in Sam Rainbow’s field at the end of 
Friday Street to stop flood water from the land going 
onto the road and down into Friday Street. Again this 
quote has been supplied to the Parish Council 
  
Flood plain – Honeybourne  
On the 18th Feb, the flood plain upstream in 
Honeybourne before the Gate Pub was totally full of 
water. The water was twice as much as on 2nd 
January and stretched 500 metres from the bund to 
the back of the orchard. See photo taken on 2nd 
January below and imagine water all the way to the 
bottom of the photo- all the way through the apple 
trees. At the bund we estimated it was over 6 - 7ft 
deep, and was holding back 10,000’s of gallons of 
water. If this flood plain had not been built, I 
estimate the Gate pub would have been 5ft under 
water ! Unfortunately the restaurant in the pub was 
flooded but only with about an inch of water.  
 

 

The photo below taken on 18th Feb shows the green 
bulldozer that is in the above photo in the right hand 
corner so you see the extent of the water.  
 

 
 
Highways: 
Please check https://one.network/  to see all the 
temporary road closures and temporary traffic lights 
on a regular basis.  

 

• Sunken road opposite the entrance to 
Pebworth Nursery. WCC dug up the road on 
15th Feb and confirmed it is a gully issue. A 
new pipe has to be installed, which hopefully 
will occur later this year. 

• A BIG  thank you to our wonderful PROW 
volunteers who have relaid the flagstones 
on the footpath between the playground 
and Friday street. An excellent job See 
below.  

 

 
 

• Dropped kerbs requested opposite 2, and 3, 
Chapel Road for mobility  
scooter. Order given to proceed and install – 
To be installed March/April time. 

https://one.network/


 

 

Your County Councillor, Alastair Adams, can be 
contacted on adams.pebworth@gmail.com or 
mobile 07725 979 277 or www.alastairadams.org. 
 

• I had a meeting in November with Severn 
Trent and again reminded them about the 
foul sewer manhole in School Rd and Friday 
St which suffer foul water coming up through 
the manhole when we had the heavy rainfall 
recently. They have promised to take action. I 
have chased again as I do every month! 

• Flooding at Chalk Farm , Buckle Street –Ditch 
on RHS to be dug out by farmer and new 
grips dug by WCC. Farmer has cut the hedge 
and mowed the verge in preparation of 
digging out the ditch. 
 

• Welford Bridge Closed 
 
> Closure: 
Tue 20th Feb - Wed 19 Mar 
(Foot & Cycle Access only) 
 

As always, if you have any issues on any Highways 
matters, please report it on the WCC website 
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/homepage/98/
report_it  
Also remember a photo of the Highways problem is 
as good as “a thousand words” so always take a 
photo where possible.  

 
County Council Divisional Fund 
 
Applications for the Divisional Fund are invited from 
local community organisations that are manned by 
volunteers and require a little help to buy equipment 
or services. To apply, please contact me on 
adams.pebworth@gmail.com 
The following grants have been requested, and some 
have already been approved ;- 

1. Honeybourne Village Hall – grant to help 
provide a Senior Citizen lunch for the 
Coronation  

2. Honeybourne School – grant to help build a 
“Growing Hope” garden 

3. Honeybourne Bowls Club – grant for a 
contribution towards a new mat 

4. Cleeve Prior Heritage Trust – grant for new 
tables 

5. Pebworth Bells – grant to help improve their 
Website 

6. Freedom Day Centre – grant for a defibrillator 
7. Cleeve Prior Art Club – grant for portrait 

training 

8. Coffee Mornings in Pebworth Village Hall – 
grant requested for soup kettle and hall hire 

9. Offenham Cricket club – grant towards an 
artificial wicket for training 

10. Honey Tots Playgroup, Honeybourne – grant 
requested for some play equipment 

11. Badsey Film Club – grant requested for a new 
projector  

12. Cleeve Prior Heritage Trust- grant for laptop  
13. Honeybourne Public rights of way volunteer 

group – grant for a strimmer 
14. Vale Landscape Heritage Trust – grant for 

some tools 
15. Cleeve Prior Community Pub & Hub – grant 

for website and marketing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who are your local Neighbourhood Officers for the 
‘Rural North’ area? 

Your local Neighbourhood Officer is PC Alex Prentice 
and PCSO Bradley Sansom. They can be contacted by 
emailing eveshamrn.snt@westmercia.police.uk. 
Sadly, PCSO Sansom will be leaving his role as a PCSO 
in March to work in a different department, still 
within West Mercia.  

We are actively now more than ever involved with 
our Evesham SNT Facebook page. Please follow 
Evesham SNT to keep up to date with our activities 
and to see when our local drop in/engagement 
sessions are.  

Engagements 

As you may know, we do weekly engagement 
sessions in each of the villages across the Evesham 
Rural North patch. We are always open to listening 
to the public if they believe the engagements with 
the public should be done differently. Please, if have 
any ideas on how we can better engage with the 
public, please let me know by emailing the above 
email address. 

mailto:adams.pebworth@gmail.com
http://www.alastairadams.org/
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/homepage/98/report_it
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/homepage/98/report_it
mailto:adams.pebworth@gmail.com
mailto:eveshamrn.snt@westmercia.police.uk


 

 

E-Scooters 

We are receiving an increase in reports of use of e-
scooters. Can we please remind everyone that the 
use of electric scooters and hoverboards is illegal on 
public roads – except those that are part of an 
official government trial (we do not have any of 
these locally). 

Although you can lawfully buy an e-scooter, they are 
currently illegal to use on public roads, pavements, 
cycle lanes and pedestrian-only areas unless part of 
an approved trial. As we do not have any of these 
trials locally, e-scooters and hoverboards can only be 
ridden on private land with the permission of the 
land owner. E-scooters are classed as a Powered 
Transporter as fall under the same laws and 
regulations that apply to all motor vehicles in terms 
of requiring insurance, tax, MOT, license and 
registration. Anyone found using them in public 
areas risks having them seized by the police. 
Enforcement operations are being planned along 
with sessions to educate young people.  

What have we been up to? 

Various schools have been visited with regards to 
parking. Again, can parents please park sensibly 

when dropping off/picking up children, and if you 
can, please walk! Be mindful of junctions, dropped 
kerbs and peoples driveways and please do not drop 
children off whilst in the middle of road.  

Drop in sessions/engagement sessions are attended 
throughout the month on various days including 
weekends. Please attend these if you feel the need 
to.  

Various coffee mornings have been attended and 
crime prevention presentations have been provided 
to the local residents. 
All of the above is sent through Neighbourhood 
Matters as well as any engagement sessions we run. 
We are encouraging people to sign up to this service 
as it’s a great way of finding out what we are up to 
and where we will be.  Please ensure you sign up to 
this free service.  

Take a look at the website for further information: 
https://neighbourhoodmatters.co.uk/ 

 

 

  

https://neighbourhoodmatters.co.uk/


 

 

INFO FROM PEBWORTH PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Check https://one.network/  to see all the temporary road closures on a regular basis. 

Report it...  https://www.wychavon.gov.uk/report-it 
All under one roof! Wychavon District Council has provided a number of things that can be reported online from the 
comfort of your own home whether it be flytipping or abandoned vehicles to compliments and complaints. 
 

Council Tax & Benefits 

• Benefit fraud 
• Change in circumstances 
• Moving in or moving out of a property 

Parking and Transport 

• 'Pay & Display' Ticket Machine Faults 
• Highways Defect 
• Street Light Fault 
• Appeal against a parking fine/ charge 
• On street parking 
• Report a pothole 

Homelessness 
• Streetlink 

Housing 
Report an empty home 

Environment and animals 
• Discarded needle or syringe 
• Dog Fouling 
• Graffiti And Fly Posting 
• Japanese knotweed 
• Nuisances (smoke, noise, light, 

accumulations, dust/odour, 
insects/flies, bonfires) 

• Over Grown Shrubbery on 
pathways (Worcestershire County 
Council) 

• Problem with a litter or dog bin 
• Abandoned Vehicles 
• Damaged Street Sign 
• Dead Animal 
• Fly Tipping 
• Travellers on public land 
• Untidy front gardens 
•  

Planning 
• Report a planning enforcement issue 

 

Refuse Collection 
• Report a missed bin collection 

 

   

https://one.network/
https://www.wychavon.gov.uk/report-it
https://www.wychavon.gov.uk/benefits-and-council-tax/benefits-advice/benefit-fraud
https://www.wychavon.gov.uk/benefits-and-council-tax/benefits-advice/change-in-circumstances
https://www.wychavon.gov.uk/benefits-and-council-tax/council-tax/moving-house
https://www.wychavon.gov.uk/parking-and-fines#parking_machine_fault
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20007/travel_and_roads
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20064/report_a_problem_on_the_road/200/report_a_street_lighting_issue
http://selfservice.wychavon.gov.uk/parkingappeals/wdc_search.jsp
https://selfservice.wychavon.gov.uk/cepoformswdc/forms/onstreetparking/main.jsp
https://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/onlinereporting/FindLocation.aspx?FaultType=3
http://www.streetlink.org.uk/
https://selfservice.wychavon.gov.uk/sw2forms/wdc_emptyproperty.jsp
https://www.wychavon.gov.uk/streets-and-toilets/street-care-and-cleaning/disposal-of-needles-and-syringes
https://www.wychavon.gov.uk/streets-and-toilets/street-care-and-cleaning/dog-fouling
https://www.wychavon.gov.uk/streets-and-toilets/street-care-and-cleaning/graffiti-and-fly-posting
https://www.wychavon.gov.uk/streets-and-toilets/japanese-knotweed
http://www.worcsregservices.gov.uk/nuisances.aspx
https://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/onlinereporting/FindLocation.aspx?FaultType=9
https://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/onlinereporting/FindLocation.aspx?FaultType=9
https://www.wychavon.gov.uk/streets-and-toilets/street-care-and-cleaning/littering
https://swict.malvernhills.gov.uk/cepoformswdc/forms/abandonedvehicles/main.jsp
https://selfservice.wychavon.gov.uk/sw2forms/wdc_damagedstreetsign.jsp
https://selfservice.wychavon.gov.uk/wsformswdc/wdc_deadanimal.jsp
https://selfservice.wychavon.gov.uk/cepoformswdc/forms/flytipping/main.jsp
https://selfservice.wychavon.gov.uk/cepoformswdc/forms/travellersonpublicland/main.jsp
https://selfservice.wychavon.gov.uk/cepoformswdc/forms/untidyfrontgardens/main.jsp
https://selfservice.wychavon.gov.uk/planningenforcementwdc/
https://selfservice.wychavon.gov.uk/sw2wasteandrecycling/wdc_enquiryselect.jsp#?linkid=1


 

 

 
Pebworth Village Contact List 

 

Role/Organisation Name Email Address Contact 
Number 

Pebworth Piper Editor 

(Also Pebworth.org and 

Pebworth Village 

Facebook Page) 

Karen 

Pearson 

kpearson@active-

research.co.uk  

07887 

613301 

Village Hall 

(Enquiries & Bookings) 

Jane 

Cromack 

jvcromack@aol.com  01789 

720319 

St Peter’s Church 

Warden  

Elizabeth 

Spencer 

 

Pebworth.church@gmail.com  01789 

720078 

 

Women’s Institute Jenny 

McLeish 

jenny.mcl@tiscali.co.uk  01789 

720064 

Pebworth In Bloom Yvonne 

Wood 

ken.w.wood@btinternet.com  01789 

720296 

Vicar  Currently vacant. Please 

contact Craig Bishop, 

Chipping Campden 

01386 

841927 

Church Bell Tower 

Captain 

Neil 

Garner 

Pebworth.bells@gmail.com   

Petrus Editor Claire 

Poore 

editor@thepetrus.co.uk  01386 

832800 

 

If you would like to be added to this list or can  suggest other useful contacts, please let me know at 
kpearson@active-research.co.uk 
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