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EDITORIAL 

Jenny McLeish has some very exciting news of a 
special visitor in her Pebworth in Bloom feature! And 
there’s plenty to look forward to as both Wendi 
Bowron-Weller and Jane Cromack have more dates 
for your diaries. 
May is a month of blossom: 
sweetly-scented apple clings 
to every twig; hedgerows 
burst with snowy hawthorn; 
and frothy candy-floss 
confetti swirls at the feet of 
cherry trees. It’s hardly any 
wonder that May has 
traditionally been celebrated 
as the harbinger of new life, 
hope and spring. 
Rachel Jarrett gives this vivid account of local May Day 
celebrations from earlier times… 

 

GOLDEN MEMORIES 

Years ago, on the 1st May, children would rush home 
from Pebworth School in a bid to be the first out with 
their maypole. They would knock on the doors of 
neighbours, sing the following ditty, and sometimes 
also be asked to dance around it to earn a few 
pennies. 
 
Round and round the maypole trip, trip, trot, 
See what a maypole we have got, 
Flowers at the bottom, flowers at the top, 
See what a maypole we have got 
 
The maypole often comprised of a dolly stick, or 
similar, with bunches of spring flowers tied to it with 
ribbon.  
This tradition continued well until the late 1950’s. 
The following photograph is given with the kind 
permission of Victor Tye.  

 
 
It was taken in the early 1940’s and pictures 
Victor along with his sister Barbara, Joyce, Marjorie 
and Dan Baker with their magnificent maypole. They 
are standing outside ‘Martins’ in Broad Marston.           

      Rachel Jarrett 
 

 

 

 

MAY 2021 

Pebworth Piper 
HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh 

1921 – 2021 

Do you have memories, stories or 
photographs of local people or village 
life that you would like to share as part 
of our ‘Golden Memories’ feature? 
Please contact the editors. 

Apple Blossom by Kevin Morley 
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PEBWORTH IN BLOOM 

Put May 23rd in your diaries and switch on to BBC1’s 
Countryfile because Pebworth will be featured! 
Researchers have been in touch, have done a recce of 
the village and have confirmed that John Craven, 
whom we older ones remember from Newsround, 
will be paying us a visit.  He will be launching “Plant 
Britain”, to emphasise how individuals and 
community groups can help offset climate change 
through gardening and through encouraging 
pollinators. The village looked at its best in the 
sunshine, especially the wonderful tulip display, for 
the initial visit. So now we are preparing for the 
filming on 30th April.   
Preparations are also going ahead for the NGS Open 
gardens event on Sun 30th and Mon 31st May. At the 
time of going to press nine lovely gardens will be open 
this year so hopefully the weather will be glorious to 
welcome visitors. If you have any plants or gardening 
books to donate, please contact Yvonne at The Knoll 
(720296) and many thanks to the cake makers, tea 
servers, car parkers etc. who have already 
volunteered to help. Don’t be shy - we can always do 
with more help. 
Thanks to all who turned up at the village car park on 
Good Friday for the Potato Challenge.  There is 
obviously going to be a very competitive edge this 
year as all ages turned up to buy potatoes and by the 
end of the day all 90 pots had been sold.  
The illustrations of toads in the March Piper were 
delightful but here’s a plea from our wildlife team. If 
you have a wildlife pond in your garden, have you 
noticed a decrease (or hopefully an increase) in toads 
and frogs this year?  It seems that frog spawn is almost 
non-existent… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are monitoring this worrying trend so please let 
Les Madden know (lesjmadden@yahoo.co.uk) if you 
have any news. And also please let him know if you 
are cutting down an old tree, or want to dispose of 
logs approx. 3 foot in length. These will be used to 
provide wildlife habitats in unobtrusive spots round 
the village to add to the hedgehog houses, bat and 
bird boxes, and other shelters which encourage 
wildlife to thrive. 

Jenny McLeish 
 

WILDLIFE PHOTOS OF THE MONTH 

 

 
Male Redpoll by Steve Rawlins 

 

 
Common Toad by Kevin Morley 

 

Keep your eyes peeled when you’re out and about 
in the countryside or your garden, and send us 
your photos for inclusion in future issues! 
 

mailto:lesjmadden@yahoo.co.uk
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TALES OF THE UNINVITED 

The Belle Tower 
A beautiful lady leaned from the parapet of the bell 
tower waving her handkerchief at distant passers-by. 
They waved back. She called and they called back, 
smiling, and passing on.  
She was an intrepid lady who would not be daunted 
by ladders and hatches and towers. She had scurried 
up inside the tower to muffle the bells. There she was, 
clambering amongst 
great monsters that 
hung on wheels and 
swallowed great 
hammers. She had 
dawdled and dallied 
in their majestic 
power and been 
locked in, left, aloft 
and alone.  
Now she feared that if she was there when the ropes 
were pulled the bells would swing - to and over and 
round and Gong. A large, loud gong that could be 
heard for a mile. She would hear it too, too loud.  
The ringers had gone, driven away, drawn by the 
scent of their suppers. Forgetful friends had bolted 
the hatch from underneath and closed the great 
creaking tower door with its mighty padlock, hung on 
the outside. Shouting through the door or the floor or 
the wall did not help. The tower was too far from the 
cottages. All the people were well inside, snug by their 
fires.  
The beautiful lady needed to catch some attention, 
beautiful ladies like attention. Best of all she wanted 
a knight in shining armour to ride to her rescue. She 
climbed up and up and out to the parapet to wave and 
wave her handkerchief. Time passed and passed, and 
the darkening sky grew dismal and dank. 
But then:  
A man did ride up. He saw her and saw her distress. 
He charged at the tower to rescue the maiden locked 
at the top. Our beautiful lady found beautiful 
thoughts tumbling in her beautiful mind: the man, her 
man, would reach the tower, wrench open the great 
door, climb the steep, steep, spindly stair at terrible 
risk to his life. He would hammer his mighty fist to 
back the bolt from the hatch. In a moment he would 
be with her. He would tell her: ‘I am Sir Valentine.’ By 
her side, she would have her night in shining amour.  

Charles 

 

DAVID OWEN 

David Owen has died just prior to his 72nd birthday. He 
was the son of Richard Owen, vicar of this parish from 
1973 – 1983. David worked at Hidcote Manor garden 
for many years. He had a love of nature and supported 
several animal charities. 
Following a service on 13th April he was laid to rest, 
close to his parents, at Little Badminton where he 
spent his childhood. 
David will be sadly missed by all who knew him. 

Rachel Jarrett 
 

PEBWORTH VILLAGE HALL NEWS 

Reopening! If all goes according to plan, we are 
expecting to be able to reopen our doors as follows: 
Thursday May 6th: as Polling Station for the local 
elections. With social distancing measures, face 
masks to be worn inside the hall, there will be a one-
way system in and out of the building and you need 
to bring your own pen to vote.  
Week commencing Monday 17th May: Village Halls 
can re-open indoor spaces with conditions and social 
distancing. When restrictions are confirmed, we will 
hold Open Mornings, to offer everyone a good look 
round the refurbished Hall and our lovely new 
meeting space, Mary's Room. 
Sunday 30th and Monday 31st May: Open Gardens 
Take-out Teas and cake to be served from outside the 
hall, with outside seating.  
Week commencing Monday 21st June: Social 
distancing rules will hopefully end, and we can start 
booking normally and plan events! 
Obviously, all of the above is subject to change, 
depending on the data which the government uses to 
assess the risks at each stage. 
We will be re-building our website pages with lots of 
pretty pictures and full hire terms - in the meantime 
we are very happy to discuss and take any booking 
enquiries in line with the Government Roadmap. 
For any enquiries, please contact Jane Cromack by 
email on jvcromack@aol.com or phone 01789 20319 
or text 07977071233. 

Jane Cromack 
 

MOBILE LIBRARY 

The mobile library service is restarting and will be in 
the village on Friday 21st May. It calls into the lay-by 
in School Road at about 11:30am and then moves to 
the top of Friday Street on Broad Marston Road at 
11:40am. 

Jenny McLeish 

mailto:jvcromack@aol.com


4 

 

NATURE NOTES 

Common Ragwort 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tracey Morley 
Illustrations by Kevin Morley

The spread of this plant is of particular 
concern to farmers, and there have been 
recent reports that ragwort is becoming 
more pervasive in Pebworth and 
Dorsington. Ingestion of the plant by 
horses, donkeys and cattle, either by 
grazing on pasture or eating 
contaminated hay, causes severe liver 
damage and even death.  

Few wild flowers evoke such strong opposing opinions as ragwort. To some 
it is a vital part of British flora, supporting many native insect species. To 
others it is a pernicious, toxic weed which invades pastures and country 
lanes, and is blamed for the poisoning of horses and other livestock. 

Ragwort is a tall, erect plant, growing up to one metre high. It bears 
loose, flat clusters of bright yellow daisy-like flowers above finely 
divided, feathery leaves from July to October. It thrives on roadside 
verges and bare waste ground which encourages the development 
of seedlings. A single plant can produce thousands of seeds which, 
when dispersed by the wind, can quickly colonise neighbouring land.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Ragwort is included in the Weeds Act 1959 as well as the 
Ragwort Control Act 2003, the latter providing guidance on how 
to control the spread of this plant. Although there is no legal 
compulsion to remove ragwort, landowners may be instructed 
to do so by their local authority or DEFRA.  
The spread of ragwort can be partially controlled by sheep 
grazing on the young rosettes in spring before they flower, as 
sheep are much less susceptible to the alkaloid toxins. The 
rosettes can also be sprayed with herbicide. Larger flowering 
plants can be pulled out by hand before they seed.  Always wear 
gloves and grip the plant firmly at the base to get all the roots. 
July is the best time for this. Incinerate the plants and never put 
them onto compost heaps or garden waste bins.  
For further information, see the Code of Practice on How to 
Prevent the Spread of Ragwort, produced by DEFRA. 

Cinnabar moth 
Ragwort is the main food plant of the cinnabar moth 
caterpillar. The alkaloid poisons in the plant do not harm the 
amber and black striped caterpillar. Instead, they are stored in 
the insect’s body, providing a defence against birds, which find 
it unpleasant to eat. 
The poison is passed from the caterpillar to the adult, making 
it one of the most poisonous British moths. Its vivid colours 
warn potential predators to leave it well alone! 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/801153/code-of-practice-on-how-to-prevent-the-spread-of-ragwort.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/801153/code-of-practice-on-how-to-prevent-the-spread-of-ragwort.pdf
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WEEDER’S DIGEST 

This year Pebworth has nine gardens open (with the 
wonderful Allotments) for The National Garden 
Scheme.  

 
Teas & cakes will be served outside the village hall. 
  

 
David and Susan Lees' garden at Orchard House. One of our 
beautiful gardens opening this year. 

 
Thanks to the generosity of garden owners, 
volunteers and visitors they have donated over £60 
million to nursing and health charities and made an 
annual donation of £2.88 million in 2020. Their core 
beneficiaries include Macmillan Cancer Support, 
Marie Curie, Hospice UK and The Queen’s Nursing 
Institute. 
 

 
Felly Lodge, a stunning garden created by Maz and Baz 
Clatworthy 

The National Garden Scheme doesn’t just open 
beautiful gardens for charity – they are passionate 
about the physical and mental health benefits of 
gardens too. They also support charities doing 
amazing work in gardens and health, and grant 
bursaries to help community gardening projects. 
I hope we will see many of you there to support the 
village and the NGS. 
 
Jobs for this month in the garden: 
Here are just a few hints and tips for your garden in 
May: 

• Successional sowing is a great way to have a 
continuous supply of edible crops. Using the 
principle of little and often, I sow a small 
number of lettuce, rocket and beetroot seeds 
every couple of weeks so that there’s always 
younger plants growing behind the ones I’m 
currently harvesting.  

• I’m definitely feeling brave enough to sow 
some peas directly outside this month 
(although I fear the mice I’ve seen running 
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about will find them quite interesting…). Their 
seed coat is especially thick so I soak them for 
a day or two before sowing to give them a 
head start. Plant each seed to twice its depth 
(I find a pencil or a chopstick works well as a 
dibber and is a helpful tool to make the right 
sized hole) and sow each seed about seven cm 
apart to give the mature plant the space it will 
need. 

• If you chitted your potatoes in March they’re 
likely to be ready to go into the ground now. 
Remove all but four of the strongest shoots 
that have grown from your seed potatoes and 
plant them, shoot side up, between five to 
10cm deep. Potatoes, like their tomato and 
aubergine cousins, are very hungry plants so if 
you’re growing in soil, it’s worth mulching 
your potato patch or sack generously with 
compost or horse manure. 

• Continue to deadhead daffodils, leaving the 
stems to die down naturally, allowing the 
goodness to return to the bulb (unless you are 
creating drifts in grass - in this case leave them 
to set seed). 

• I usually start removing tulips now as the early 
ones die down. In the past, I have treated my 
tulips as an annual but this year I'll leave them 
and see what happens next year?! 

• You can still sow sunflowers in a sunny, open 
site, then water regularly and protect 
seedlings from frost, slugs and snails. 

• Ants on peony buds: Don’t be alarmed!! The 
ants don't damage the peony flowers and they 
defend the plant from attack by harmful, sap-
sucking, petal-chewing insects. The ant/peony 
relationship is a temporary affair – as soon as 
the blooms have opened, the ants will 
abandon the plants in search of new 
sustenance. 

 
I will be featuring here every month with garden tips 
and updates for the Pebworth NGS Open Gardens. 
Please contact me if you’d like more information on 
the National garden Scheme:  
hello@wendiweller.com or phone 07716 923 982  
And to finish as always, a favourite quote: 
"Gardening is the art that uses flowers and plants as 
paint, and the soil and sky as canvas.” – Elizabeth 
Murray 

Wendi Bowron-Weller 

PEBWORTH & DISTRICT WI 

“The female of the species is more deadly than the 
male” – these were the brave opening remarks of our 
speaker Mike Bottomley when he “Zoomed” in for the 
April monthly meeting.  Not only were the words 
brave but also appropriate as the man who first wrote 
them was Rudyard Kipling, about whose life Mike has 
researched. Nowadays Kipling is considered a 
somewhat contentious figure but as Mike explained 
he was very much a man of his times when the British 
Empire ruled a huge part of the world. His life in India 
provided the background to many stories, to poetry 
set to music and to many sayings which are still 
popular. He faced many tragedies in his life, losing 
two children including his only son John in WW1, but 
became the first British winner of the Nobel Prize for 
Literature. We were reminded of many favourite 
tales, the “Just So” stories and “The Jungle Book” for 
example, and at the end of the talk we all agreed that 
we had learned so much more about this “genius of a 
writer”. 
Members were delighted just before Easter Sunday to 
open their doors to an Easter bunny’s knock! We all 
received a flowering plant and an Easter egg. What a 
lovely surprise from our very thoughtful committee 
members who have done their very best to maintain 
contact with us all. Thank you. 
WI will continue on Zoom for the foreseeable future 
with a talk from Jennifer Rigby “Shakespeare and Me” 
on Wed 5th May with plenty of courses on offer, 
organised by the federation or Denman College. We 
also have our own newsletter at the moment so we 
hope that our new members Beccy Judge and Julie 
Wilson, along with those who have re-joined (some 
after a good few years away) will find plenty to keep 
themselves occupied. Please contact our president Liz 
Spencer for more details, if you’re considering joining 
(elizabeth@pebworth.idps.co.uk). 

Jenny McLeish 

 

100 CLUB 

The April 2021 winners are: 

Place Prize Winner 

1st £25 D Cashmore 

2nd £15 L Holdsworth 

3rd £15 J Summers 

Congratulations to all winners! 
Robin Bowen 

 

mailto:hello@wendiweller.com
mailto:elizabeth@pebworth.idps.co.uk
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GOLDEN OLDIES 
 

 
 

Thee ‘asn’t a bloomin’ clue 
As wot we’ve ad to do, 
To get the Morris off the ground 
An make the damn thing go round & round. 
 
We’ve sweated and toiled 
An the things we ave boiled, 
Ud mek yer ‘air curl up at the end 
But we percyvered 
Til it all kum clear 
An we ave driven ol Kev. round the bend.  
 
Now missus afore yer starts meddlin, 
Like a bike, be sure wot yer peddlin. 
Now there’s bin one or two who hadn’t a clue 
So they watched, listened and digested 
To the Fertility rites wot we practise at nights. 
 

 

 
 

The theories they put into practise 
And many the hours discuss tactics. 
Now their wives be a bloomin 
That allus assuming, 
When we get back from Dreux they’m improving. 
 
Now as fer going ter France 
Why shouldn’t we ‘ave a prance 
We can further the cause 
Away from these shores 
An show ‘em our baldrics an bells. 
Bon jour et Mon dieu 
Eh bien! parlez vous, le Francaise, je ne comprend pas. 
We’ll give it a go 
An then us’ll crow 
Bon Voyage, Bon Pebworth, Bon Maurice! 
  

 

“Les Morris de Pebworth” outside the Hotel de Ville (Town Hall) in Dreux. 
 From left to right: Robert Hall, Edwin Hall, Kevin McLeish, Alvis Whitehouse, Tony Smith, Robin Bowen, Gilbert 
Stenforth (leader of the Troubadours, their hosts), Peter Harrison, Francoise Gaspard (Socialist Lady Mayor of 
Dreux), John Serenyi, Mick Jeffrey, Michael Jeffrey and Bryan Hay. 

Signed – A Morris Man, a proud father and 
loving ‘usband. 
 

This literary gem is from the May 1980 edition of the Piper. The recently-formed Pebworth Morris 
Men were preparing for a trip to France, to entertain the town of Dreux… 
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FLAG DAYS FOR MAY 
 

Saturday 1st 
May 

R.N.L.I. Day; also the 
anniversary of the Act of 
Union 

Sunday 16th 
May 

National Children’s Day 

Saturday 29th 
May 

Restoration Day (“Oak 
Apple Day”) 

Chris Cotton 

 

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS IN BRIEF 

Edited by Diana Beaumont 
Full minutes available at: 
https://e-
services.worcestershire.gov.uk/MyParish/OtherMeet
ings.aspx?ParishID=112&PostCode=&Prop=0&partne
r=wdc&MarriedTo=0 
Present: Cllrs. Simon Shiers (Chairman), Richard Weller, 
Denise Meynell, James Pearson, SJ Morrow,  
John Hyde & David Cranage 
In attendance: Cllr Thomas Havemann-Mart, J Stedman 
(Clerk) and one member of the public. 
Open Forum: The chairman suspended the formal meeting 
for the ward member and public participation.   
Mrs Rosemary Kidd, the chairman of the Meon Vale 
Residents Association, gave a presentation on the 
Association’s setup and activities. She wished to make 
contact with Pebworth as part of the Meon Vale 
development is in Pebworth parish. The Association has 
been in contact with all other local authorities as it 
currently represents over 1000 new residents. One 
objective of the Association is to ensure the environmental 
protection of Meon Woods. The Association will promote 
local activities and events. A survey of the new residents 
will take place shortly to ascertain their wishes and add 
value to the new community. The Association wishes to be 
informed of Parish Council matters and meeting agendas 
and minutes will be made available to them by the Clerk. 
Members requested Association meeting notes be sent to 
the parish Clerk. 
The chairman thanked Mrs Kidd for her attendance and for 
informing the Council of the Association’s aspirations. 
•  Councillor Alastair Adams was not in attendance. 
• Cllr Thomas Havemann-Mart presented his report which 
is appended to the minutes. Chairman re-convened the 
meeting at 7:30. 
Clerks Report noted 
a) Letter sent to a parishioner regarding dog fouling.  
b) Correspondence regarding an alleged dangerous tree       
near Elm Close.  
c) Traffic speed data collection in Middlesex is arranged for      
W/C April 19th for 7 days.  

d) Swing repair parts received for Wicksteed and delivered 
to the Handyman. 
e) Defibrillator maintenance checks and reports forwarded 
to Defib Central as requested. 
f) Inspection carried out following a report of an 
unattended bonfire on the path from Friday Street to the 
field at the end on New Road.  
Minutes 
Members considered and approved the wording of the 
minutes from the March 2021 Parish Council meeting 
which will be signed by the chairman. 
 
Planning 
Note: Cllr Denise Meynell left the meeting for the following 
item. 
Sandford House, 6 Mill Field, Pebworth: Erection of single 
storey infill extension, replacement French doors, new 
door and window to garage and new gate. Council has no 
objection or comments. 
Ashmead, Buckle Street, Ullington: Creation of menage 
(retrospective); demolition of existing barn; erection of 
replacement barn; installation of horse walker.   
Parish Council request a drainage engineer visit site to 
ensure the proposed drainage scheme is suitable for the 
physical ground conditions to prevent flooding of 
neighbouring properties. 
Flooding 
Council noted the report from Cllr Alistair Adams on flood 
alleviation works carried out and members agreed the 
local landowners have done a good job in watercourse 
clearance.  
Cllr Hyde reported on the clearance of mud and debris 
form the non-return valve in the drainage ditch at Broad 
Marston. Matter resolved. 
Community & Council Matters 
PSPO - Members considered report from the District 
Council solicitor regarding a PSPO (Public Spaces 
Protection Order) to help prevent dogs on The Close.  
Information received indicated the PSPO was not 
appropriate for the proposal and therefore declined.   
Sheep worrying - Members noted correspondence 
regarding the sheep worrying incident at Baldwins Farm 
and agreed there is no appropriate action the Council can 
take to help.  
Railway proposals - The Stratford - Worcester / Oxford 
Strategic Outline Business Case questions for the Stratford 
to Honeybourne railway line proposals will be placed on 
the APM agenda for public consultation. 
Paint for railings - A request from PIB to fund the supply of 
paint and equipment to paint the metal railings around the 
War Memorial was considered and it was agreed to fund 
the project to a limit of £300.00.    
Audit - Council agreed to appoint Mr Geoff Bradley as the 
internal auditor for 2020-21  

https://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/MyParish/OtherMeetings.aspx?ParishID=112&PostCode=&Prop=0&partner=wdc&MarriedTo=0
https://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/MyParish/OtherMeetings.aspx?ParishID=112&PostCode=&Prop=0&partner=wdc&MarriedTo=0
https://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/MyParish/OtherMeetings.aspx?ParishID=112&PostCode=&Prop=0&partner=wdc&MarriedTo=0
https://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/MyParish/OtherMeetings.aspx?ParishID=112&PostCode=&Prop=0&partner=wdc&MarriedTo=0
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Cllr John Hyde reported the replacement of the broken 
village planted trough in Broad Marston is now completed 
and it is planted with spring flowers.  
Members noted the newsletter from Heart of England in 
Bloom received from PIB. 
Village Hall:  
Cllr James Pearson reported the handover should take 
place by the end of May. The hold-up in the supply of 
glazing is now resolved. There is one final payment to be 
made followed by the retention payment at a later date. 
The construction warranty is in place and the hall will be 
used for the May elections. Public bookings will commence 
at the end of May. 
The Close and Recreation Field:  
John Hyde report April 2021 
I have read through the ROSPA report and there is nothing 
new in it that we we’re not already aware of. Apart from 
the Zip wire and balance scales that we have already taken 
out of action there are no risk levels above 8 (bottom of 
the medium level) and most are lower than that. I notice 
there is no mention of the extra chain links or bushes on 
the swings this time even though the report is dated before 
I did the work. The rocking horse corrosion is on the 
underside and virtually inaccessible and only surface not 
structural. The finger trap mentioned was not mentioned 
in the last report and is also on the underside and virtually 
inaccessible.  
I will continue with repairs as agreed after schools go back. 
Should we consider removing the remains of the zip wire? 
The goal posts have been completed.  
The golf net is where it is and nothing to be done about 
that. 
The missing bolt is one of 12 on the same length therefore 
not critical. Those bolts usually come as pack of several. I 
may move a bolt from a less conspicuous position. 
It seems we are required to put up a sign telling users not 
to climb fences, hang on netball hoops or wear jewellery 
while on court. 
The consideration for the Zipwire will be extended until 
other play equipment matters are resolved.  
It was agreed to obtain a permanent safety notice for the 
MUGA as suggested by the RoSPA report - Clerk to action. 
Dogs- Council agreed not to post notices stating, “Dogs to 
be kept on leads while on The Close” as the dog mess 
campaign posters have considerably reduced the problem.  
Allowing dogs on the recreation field will be considered at 
the next council meeting.   
Gym equipment - Expenditure of the available Sec 106 
funds of £5,953 for build sport and leisure – 
Having a majority of consultation respondents in favour of 
gym equipment it was agreed to progress the project 
within a budget of £7k for the purchase and installation of 
gym equipment on The Close. It was also agreed to 
delegate the progress of the project to the Clerk as the end 
date for using the funding is August 22nd. Options and 

three quotations to be considered at the next council 
meeting.   
Seat - Council agreed to fitting a tree trunk tabletop/seat 
to the cut off legs of the dismantled balance scale. 
Limebridge Rural Services Ltd offered to supply the tree 
trunk for £45.00 and the Handyman will secure it to the cut 
off legs.  
Allotments: The Clerk reported the tenancy of allotment ½ 
plot #7 has changed and two parishioners are on the 
waiting list.  
Council considered a review of allotment rents and 
resolved to continue the £20 per annum rental charge for 
2021-22. Clerk will issue invoices to tenants. 
Highway Matters:  
Members noted the report on footway repairs on Broad 
Marston Road being pursued by Cllr Alistair Adams and 
agreed the Clerk should report the problem to WCC to try 
and get the resurfacing underway. 
Lengthsman or Handyman Matters:  

Works caried out in March: - 
• Fit bollard on Front Street. 

• Clear The Close ditch growth. 

• Weed spray footways around the Village. 
 Council agreed to renew the formal Lengthsman 
agreement for 2021 with WCC. 
Public Rights of Way:  Cllr John Hyde reported the PROW 
from The Close to Friday Street has been referred to WCC 
for their consideration, their report awaited. He also 
confirmed the local PROW volunteers will be re-starting 
their works next week.  
District Councillor Thomas Havemann-Mart’s full report: 
Pebworth parish council April 2021 
Dear Pebworth parish council, I hope everyone 
remembered to fill in their census. Wychavon have 
developed a ‘Let’s get back to what we love safely’ 
campaign to support the lockdown easing process 
including the reopening of non-essential retail on 12 April. 
This will encourage people, vaccinated or not, to only do 
as much as they are allowed at each stage of lockdown 
easing to make sure we keep this virus under control. 
Vaccine rollout data is now being published by 
Worcestershire County Council at a local level. This shows 
in Wychavon 61,054 people have received at least one 
dose of the vaccine. Data is also available at ward level but 
be wary of comparing data between wards. If one ward has 
a lower percentage of vaccine completions than another it 
may not necessarily mean there is an issue in that ward 
with demand or supply but could be due to other factors 
such as a particular ward having more older people in it 
than another. The message from our NHS locally is that 
vaccine supply issues mean the rollout will slow down in 
Herefordshire and Worcestershire during April. It means 
the next stage of the rollout – to the over 40s – will not 
begin until May. Our local NHS though remains on track to 
meet the deadline of offering a first dose to everyone 50 
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and over by 15 April and to all adults by July. They want to 
reassure people that there is enough supply to make sure 
they give second doses to all staff and patients due them. 
People aged 50 and over can now book their vaccine 
without needing to wait for an invite but the NHS will send 
you one anyway. The NHS will be contacting this group by 
text (some may get letters as well or instead of). The text 
will come from NHS Vaccine. A genuine text will not ask 
you for your bank details or payment as the vaccine is free. 
Business Support since the November lockdown we have 
paid out: £14.1m (85% of allocation) of grants to 
businesses who have been forced to close £3.1m (84% of 
allocation) of grants to businesses who may have been 
allowed to stay open but have seen a significant impact on 
their revenue. We have now received guidance for the next 
tranche of funding “restart” grants, and we will start 
paying this out to businesses in early April as directed by 
the Government. Most of the existing business support 
schemes end on 31 March for new applications, except for 
the February extension payment which closes for new 
applicants in May. High Street reopening fund: The 
Government has announced a new round of funding to 
help councils encourage people back into town centres as 
restrictions are eased. Wychavon has received £115,000 
and the money can be used for: • Street planting, parks, 
green spaces and seating areas to make high streets 
beautiful and welcoming • Publicity campaigns and events 
such as street markets and festivals • Floor signage and 
floor markings to encourage social distancing • Planting 
flowers in town centres or removing graffiti. Support for 
our leisure centres: We have received £288,537 from the 
Government’s National Leisure Recovery Fund. This money 
supports the recovery of publicly owned leisure centres 
and gyms and allows them to prepare for reopening from 
12 April. Support for those self-isolating: £132,000 in 
payments of £500 have been made to residents who have 
lost money through having to self-isolate. The Government 
has announced the scheme is being extended so parents 
and carers of children who have been advised to self-
isolate by their school or NHS Test and Trace can now apply 
for a support payment if they meet the eligibility criteria. 
In other news… Decarbonisation funding announced: The 
Government announced this week that Wychavon is one 
of 10 West Midlands councils – and 200 in the country – to 
receive money to retrofit homes to improve their energy 
efficiency, cut carbon emissions and save householders 
money. We have been given £5.8million which will be used 
to install energy efficient solar and solar thermal panels, 
external wall insulation and loft insulation. Work will be 
targeted at low-income households. Not all of the money 
will be spent in Wychavon as it was a joint bid between us, 
Rooftop Housing Group, Trent and Dove Housing Group, 
Citizen Housing Group and Trident Group, so residents in 
Staffordshire and Birmingham will also benefit from the 
funding. Anti-litter campaign update: We continue to see 

a surge in litter across the district and expect that to get 
even worse (if that is possible) as restrictions start to ease. 
Despite the restrictions imposed by lockdown we continue 
to make progress on our anti-litter campaign. Some recent 
actions we have taken: • Our Adopt a Street volunteer 
litter picking scheme now has more than 600 individuals 
and organisations signed up to it. Demand continues to be 
high. The Great British Spring Clean takes place from 28 
May to 13 June and we will be encouraging existing 
volunteers to get out and about and pick in support of this 
campaign as well as promoting the scheme to ask for more 
sign ups. If you would like to sign up then visit 
www.wychavon.gov.uk/adopt-a-street 
We have launched our new litter education sessions in 
schools. This involves an outdoor, Covid-19 secure, 
interactive litter picking session. A lesson plan is then given 
to the teacher to follow up afterwards. We have 
commissioned Little Litter Warriors to run these sessions. 
Early feedback has been very positive. To support this 
scheme, 50 virtual toolkits have been created and will be 
distributed to schools as well. • Additional ‘Don’t be a 
tosser’ signage has been created. We are now using our 
Adopt a Street data and local knowledge to identify areas 
where it can be installed to make the biggest difference. • 
We have been trialling different types of lay-by bins in 
parts of the district. Traditionally we haven’t put bins in 
lay-bys. The early analysis is they have been successful at 
encouraging people to put their litter in the bin rather than 
on the ground, but the recycling bins have still been heavily 
contaminated. We are now working on installing more bins 
in additional lay-bys around the district. • We have some 
new on-the-go recycling bins ready to be installed for our 
town centres. These provide separate compartments for 
recyclable material rather than just a single mixed 
recycling container. The hope is this will encourage people 
to use the recycling bins correctly and reduce 
contamination. Changes to Bird Flu restrictions (Parish and 
Town Councils): The Government has confirmed that the 
requirement for keepers of birds and poultry, including in 
private gardens, to keep them housed will be lifted on 31 
March. Biosecurity measures will remain in place though 
and keepers of birds are asked to spend the next few days 
making preparations should they wish to allow their birds 
to wander around again. Details are available here 
Database of outdoor event spaces Severn Arts is compiling 
a database of as many sites as possible across 
Worcestershire which can be used to host a range of 
managed public outdoor cultural events, from small 
community fetes to larger festivals. Here is a link to their 
website www.severnarts.org.uk/open-spaces-directory  
where there is a bit of information and a link to a webform 
for any non-council owned sites/landowners. If you have 
time, please can you send this onto any contacts or groups 
who may have knowledge of sites. If they submit a form, it 
will be treated as an expression of interest and there will 

http://www.wychavon.gov.uk/adopt-a-street
http://www.severnarts.org.uk/open-spaces-directory
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be a follow up call or email. Avon Meadows: please see 
links below to two recent art projects at Avon Meadows as 
part of the Floodplain Meadows Partnership scheme, 
which continues to showcase this wonderful resource in 
Pershore. Blog – Melanie Woodhead (wordpress.com) No 
Time Like the Present | A visual art projects journal by 
Andrew Howe (wordpress.com) Rainfall record: Analysis of 
local rainfall data going back to 1961 by our engineers 
provides further evidence (if needed) that our climate is 
changing. The years 19/20 and 20/21 are the two wettest 
consecutive years recorded in the last 60 years. Total 
rainfall for December 2020 was over 200mm. The highest 

total prior to this was 128mm, therefore December 2020 
saw over 50% more rainfall than the next highest total over 
the same 60-year period. Although the frequency and 
intensity of rainfall for these two periods is not enough to 
establish a pattern, experts predict that intensity of winter 
rainfall will increase significantly over the next 30 years. 
Kind regards, Tommy. 
Your District Councillor, Thomas Havemann-Mart can be 
contacted on Thomas.Havemann-Mart@Wychavon.net  
or mobile 07817 873 054   
 

 
 

Please let us have your news and announcements for the JUNE Piper on or before 20th May. 
Please contact: 

Tracey Morley at t.morley18@btinternet.com The Old Barn, Back Lane 720893 or 
 Diana Beaumont at dianabeaumont@btinternet.com Meon House, Friday Street. 
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