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EDITORIAL 

As the countryside settles into 
dormancy, the cool, wet days 
of November offer the last 
chance to hunt for toadstools 
amongst the dew-laden grass 
and autumn leaves.  
November is also a time to pay 
tribute to all those who have 
served to protect our freedom, 
and this month David Donnison 
describes the brave actions of 
his father in Word War II. 
The Methodist Chapel is featured in Pebworth Past, 
while ‘All Aboard for a Zero-Carbon Future’ brings us 
bang up-to-date with the first hydrogen-powered 
train’s maiden mainline journey.  
Also in this issue, eagle-eyed locals Les Madden and 
David Lees have been busy with their cameras and 
sent in some great wildlife photos. 

 

A VERY BRAVE MAN 

At the outbreak of World War II, my father was 
conscripted into the Army. After basic training he was 
posted to Egypt, under the command of Field Marshal 
Montgomery, Eighth Army 50th Royal Tank Regiment. 

He came from 
fighting Rommel’s 
tanks on the wide-
open deserts of 
North Africa to the 
invasion of Sicily in 
1943. The Allies’ 
capture of Sicily in 
38 days was the 
beginning of the 
end for Hitler’s 
Third Reich, thanks 
to the unsung 
heroism of the 
troops. 
 
 

 
After the capture, my father was badly injured and 
was sent to a military hospital in Cape Town, South 
Africa. His war was over, but he was mentioned in 
despatches for an Act of Gallantry.  
 

 
 

 
 

David Donnison 

NOVEMBER 2020 

Pebworth Piper 

K Morley 
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PEBWORTH PAST 

Pebworth Methodist Chapel 
Maureen Banks of Stourbridge recently asked when 
the Methodist Chapel closed. The last service was on 
16th September 1979 at 6.15pm and was given by a 
past Minister of the circuit. The service was described 
in the October 1979 issue of the Piper: 
This was beautifully decorated for the Harvest Festival 
on September 16th. There was a good congregation as 
this was a special occasion and many friends, some 
from other denominations, had made special efforts 
to be present.  
The Revd. Merson Birne M.A. conducted the service 
and the Mickleton Choir sang an Anthem “Lead me 
Lord”. It was a joyous but sad occasion as due to 
decrease in attendances these last few years, the 
Church is now closing. It was an inspiring service as he 
recalled many incidents among the Pebworth folk 
during his ministry here years ago. He is now retired 
and lives in Stratford-upon-Avon. It is only through the 
efforts of the few worshippers that the Church has 
stayed open so long. Mrs N. Harrison has been the 
organist for over 50 years, and many thanks are due 
to her for all the work she has done, and Mary and 
Peter Harrison for keeping the Church clean and in 
good repair, also Mr Ronald Tracey and Mr N. 
Harrison, Church Stewards. At a Harvest Tea on 
Sunday 23rd at Mickleton, Mrs. Harrison was 
presented with a Sona Tea Set in recognition of her 50-
odd years as organist. 
 
The following details are 
based on an article by Mr 
and Mrs P. Harrison, 
written for the Piper in 
September 1976: 

• The Chapel was 
built in the early 
1860s from local brick. 

• John Wesley preached in St Peter’s, and the 
pulpit from which he preached was later 
passed to the Methodists for use in the 
Chapel. 

• The first organist (or ‘harmoniumist’ as it was 
then) to play in the Chapel was Mr Joseph 
Allard (known as “Little Joey Allard”), who 
played by ear. 

• The Chapel was registered for marriage in 
1910, and the first bride was Miss Jane 
Valender. 

PEBWORTH IN BLOOM 

The autumn colours this year are more spectacular 
than ever – I’m sure lots of photographers have been 
snapping away. And PIB volunteers have been busy 
preparing for the next season by planting 4 of the 7 
heritage trees near the allotments, by growing 200 
pelargoniums for the floral displays, by replacing 
plants in the village hall flower beds and replanting 
bulbs along the Front Street verge, by replacing spent 
compost in the troughs and at the cider millstones 
and by planting winter pansies. Let’s hope that the 
RHS judging will take place in 2021 – we are still the 
finalists for the Heart of England region!  And a few 
days ago, churchwarden Liz Spencer was persuaded 
by the Bishop of Gloucester to give a presentation 
about our parish’s response to the decline in 
hedgehogs. The whole diocese now knows that we 
take our title of “hedgehog friendly village” very 
seriously and Liz was able to illustrate and describe 
the support we give to the Wildlife Rescue centre by 
rehousing and caring for these much loved but sadly 
threatened animals.   
We were delighted to plant a crab-apple tree in 
Wesley Gardens in memory of our friend and 
volunteer Mike Johnson. As soon as he arrived in 
Pebworth he joined in litter picking, working in the 
churchyard and 
supporting the 
campaign along 
with his wife Anne. 
They both took on 
the challenge of 
designing and 
creating a beautiful 
garden which they 
generously opened 
to the public on our 
NGS Open Gardens 
weekend. The tree 
is opposite their 
home and is a 
fitting tribute to 
Mike. 
 

Sadly, like the rest of the country, it will be 
impossible to commemorate the men “dear 
to Pebworth” on November 11, 

Remembrance Day. This has become a 
traditional event, attracting a large crowd to a very 

simple but moving ceremony on the recreation field. 

Anne Johnson watching Les Madden 
plant the crab-apple tree 
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Similarly, our final event of any year, the lighting of 
the Christmas tree in St Peter’s churchyard, will have 
to be abandoned but plans are being considered to 
celebrate the coming Christmas season in some way. 
And the tree will still twinkle in December!  

Jenny McLeish 

 

PEBWORTH’S FIRST BOOK CLUB 

The first book club to be formed in Pebworth will be 
25 years old this month! It seems impossible but we 
have read over 280 books by authors from Abulhawa 
(Mornings in Jenin) to Zusac (The Book Thief). Our 
annual outings have taken us from Liverpool to France 
and down to Devon. We have had 25 
Christmas dinners together and 
goodness knows how many 
cups of tea and wonderful 
slices of cake. Five of our 
members have been in Book 
club for 25 years and over that 
time various members have 
moved away and have been 
replaced by wonderful new 
members. 
We have laughed and loved our way through nearly 
300 get-togethers!! 
Margaret H, Beryl H, Elaine J, Marion K, Mary O, 
 Mags P, Gill T and Jenny W-H 

Mags Phillips 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOBILE LIBRARY 

Date Time Location 

27th Nov 11:15 – 11:30 School Road 

27th Nov 11:35 – 11:55 Top Friday Street / 
Broad Marston Road 

 

ALL ABOARD FOR A ZERO-CARBON 

FUTURE 

The HydroFLEX, the UK’s first hydrogen-powered 
train, made its ground-breaking maiden mainline 
journey on 30th September. It reached a top speed of 
50mph on a 25-mile round trip from Long Marston to 
Evesham, passing through Pebworth Halt.   
This new technology is being developed by 
Porterbrook in partnership with the University of 
Birmingham. The project has government backing and 
Transport Secretary, Grant Shapps, was among those 
on the train’s first journey.  
On board inside this prototype train, hydrogen is 
stored in high pressure tanks. This hydrogen is mixed 
with oxygen in a fuel cell to produce electricity. The 
next stage in the development will be to move all this 
bulky equipment underneath the train, to make way 
for passengers.  
With growing concerns about pollution from diesel 
trains and the use of fossil fuels, the HydroFLEX brings 
rail technology within touching distance of a greener 
and sustainable future. 
 

 
The HydroFLEX train at Long Marston 

Tracey Morley 

 

FLAG DAYS FOR NOVEMBER 
 

Sunday 8th 
November 

Remembrance Sunday 

Saturday 14th 
November 

Birthday of H.R.H. The 
Prince of Wales 

Friday 20th 
November 

Wedding Anniversary of 
H.M. The Queen 

Chris Cotton  
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NATURE NOTES 

Fascinating Fieldfares 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tracey Morley 

Illustrations by Kevin Morley

As the days grow shorter and icy winds 
blast across Pebworth from the east 
there may seem little to be grateful for. 
But with those winds come large flocks 
of ravenous fieldfares, swept in from 
their breeding grounds in Scandinavia, 
Siberia and Iceland. You will hear their 
chattering, chuckling calls as they scour 
open fields and countryside for worms 
and grubs. When the ground is frozen, 
they rely on the bounty of fruit and 
berries in gardens, and will fiercely 
defend their hoard of windfall apples, 
bickering and squabbling and chasing 
off any other bird that comes too close.  
A relative of the thrush, the fieldfare is 
larger than a blackbird, about the size 
of a mistle thrush. It is strikingly 
marked with a grey hood and rump, 
and chestnut back.  

Redwings 
Redwings overwinter in the UK too, making 
a perilous night-time journey across the 
North Sea. Once here, they often join the 
chattering flocks of fieldfares. They are 
much slighter than fieldfares, even smaller 
than a song thrush. They have rusty-red 
flanks and a distinctive creamy white stripe 
above their eyes. 
 

Look for groups of fieldfares, 
high up in the bare branches. 
When alarmed, they take 
flight and swirl about the sky 
looking for a new vantage 
point. As dusk falls and they 
are ready to roost, they will 
often all face the same 
direction to sleep. 
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WEEDER’S DIGEST 

The Time, it is a changing! Not just the season, literally 
the time: it’s getting more difficult to spend time in 
the garden after 
work as now the 
clocks have changed 
it’s dark! So, we’ll 
have to make best 
use of our weekends.  
Right now, I’m putting to bed my exotic plants that 
need overwintering in a heated greenhouse. Cutting 
my roses back a bit to protect them from wind rock 
and buying furniture covers because the ones stored 
have been eaten by mice….  
Tulips  
Bulb planting is on my agenda and tulip bulbs have 
started arriving through post! I always order mine 
earlier in the year from Bloms (blomsbulbs.com) and 
Sarah Raven (sarahraven.com).  
Tulips don’t need to be planted though until 
October/November. They only start putting roots 
down then and the cold temperatures help to wipe 
out viral and fungal diseases that lurk in the soil and 
which may infect the bulbs. Planting late is a 
traditional means of disease protection.  
When planting - dig a hole 20cm deep and, if it is 
heavy soil, cover the base with some horticultural grit, 
or spent compost. Add a handful of bonemeal to 
encourage formation of next year’s flowers and mix it 
into the soil/grit at the base of the hole. Place the tulip 
bulbs, pointy end up, about 8cm apart and cover with 
soil. To help with planting tulips quicker and more 
easily, we use a traditional bulb planter.  
Planting in Pots  
I love to put tulips in 
pots and this year 
have chosen 
‘Queen of Night’ a 
deep rich purple 
with some bright 
orange 'Veronique 
Sanson’ mixed in: I 
wanted late flowering tulips in my pots, so these are 
both at their best in May. Try layering bulbs in what 
the Dutch call a bulb lasagne, layering them up one on 
top of another. You need to plant the bulbs slightly 
further apart so 2-3cm (1-1½in) apart is about right. 
The first layer can go as deep as 28-30cm (11-12in), 
then cover them over with 5cm (2in) of potting 
compost, before you place the next layer of bulbs.  

This month’s gardening jobs  
• Cut down faded perennials that are looking tatty, 
then mulch the surrounding soil with garden compost.  
• Plant a Japanese Maple in a pot and place in a 
sheltered spot in semi shade, you’ll have glorious 
autumn colour next year.  
• Gather up and bin the fallen leaves of roses affected 
by blackspot, so they don't carry the disease over to 
next year.  
• Move containers of alpine plants under cover to 
shelter them from winter rain.  
• Plant bare-root hedging, roses, trees and shrubs, 
before the weather turns really cold.  
 
“Everyone appreciates the long light evenings. 
Everyone laments their shrinkage as the days grow 
shorter, and nearly everyone has given utterance to a 
regret that the clear bright light of early mornings, 
during Spring and Summer months, is so seldom seen 
or used” (William Willett) 
  
Stay warm and dry!  

Wendi Bowron-Weller 
 

PEBWORTH & DISTRICT WI 

Who would have thought that as our WI enters its 
70th year members would have to attend the annual 
meeting online?  It is now 7 months since we were 
able to meet up properly but fortunately, we have 
managed to stay in touch through zoom, newsletters, 
phone calls and emails and even socially distanced 
book club meetings. Liz and her committee have done 
their very best to support all our members so a huge 
thank you to them was due on 14th October at a zoom 
meeting to not only elect a new committee but also 
to hear reports from treasurer Cathrin (we have an 
extremely healthy bank balance) and to reminisce 
over the past year with secretary Sue’s report. We 
could remember some super talks about a local 
nature reserve, Persian garden designs, life as a judge 
and Chinese Tai Chi with colourful fans as well as 
discovering the strange world of North Korea. Mags 
and Barbara have speakers lined up for 2021 & 
Charlotte has continued to keep abreast of all the WI 
campaigns. These 6 along with Jenny will form the 
new committee with Liz once more at the helm.  Let 
us all hope that, as the refurbishment of the village 
hall finishes, we can all be together, even if we have 
to bring our own cake and prosecco!   

Jenny McLeish 
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WILDLIFE PHOTOS OF THE MONTH 

 

 
Camouflaged Frog by Les Madden 

 

Fox waiting to be fed by Les Madden 

 

 

Snail on a garden table by Les Madden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Red admiral and small tortoiseshell by David Lees 

 

 

 

 
Small tortoiseshell with bumble-bee by David Lees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep your eyes peeled when you’re out and about 
in the countryside or your garden, and send us 
your photos for inclusion in future issues! 
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PEBWORTH OPEN GOLF TOURNAMENT 

Despite being arranged at short notice this year’s 
Pebworth Open 2020 attracted a field of 16 current 
and former Pebworth residents and was played in 
glorious weather and in a friendly spirit on Sunday 
20th September.   
The competition was played at Stratford Oaks Golf 
Club. Well-observed strict Covid measures were in 
place to ensure everyone’s safety.  
The winner of the 
men’s competition 
was Graham Treglown  
with 38 stableford 
points including 7 
pars, followed by 
Bruce Pallett with 35 
points and Richard 
Weller in third place 
with 32 points (on 
countback).  
 

The ladies’ competition 
was won by Karen 
Pearson with 30 
stableford points. 
Ken Wood won the 
‘nearest the pin’ 
competition on the par 
3 14th hole, and Roger 
Davies won the 
‘nearest the pin in two’ 
on the par 4 13th hole. 
 
 
 

If you would like to participate in the Pebworth Open 
in 2021, please contact James Pearson at 
James@JDPearson.com or 07887 613302. 

James Pearson  
 

100 CLUB 

The October 2020 winners are: 

Place Prize Winner 

1st £25 J Salmon 

2nd £15 J Sullivan 

3rd £15 C Davenport 

Congratulations to all winners! 
Robin Bowen 

 

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS IN BRIEF 

Edited by Diana Beaumont 
Full minutes available at: 
https://e-
services.worcestershire.gov.uk/MyParish/OtherMeet
ings.aspx?ParishID=112&PostCode=&Prop=0&partne
r=wdc&marriedto=0 
Present: Cllrs. Simon Shiers (Chairman), Denise 
Meynell, Richard Weller, James Pearson, SJ Morrow, 
John Hyde & David Cranage  
In attendance: Cllr Alistair Adams, Dawn Lodge and J 
Stedman (Clerk) 
Open Forum: Dawn Lodge, the Village Hall’s contract 
QS, detailed the reasons for the 8-week delay in 
refurbishment works as being site management 
issues, Covid-19 and material supplies. The Site 
Manager has been replaced and many delay issues 
resolved. The refurbishment works should be 
completed by late December. Late completion 
penalties may be claimed. Dawn reported the works’ 
quality is very good. Members requested weekly 
reports would be preferred as reports in the Piper 
newsletter have preceded reports to the Council. A 
site meeting will be arranged next week when the 
Chairman and Cllr James Pearson will attend.  
Planning: Brookfields, Broad Marston Road, Broad 
Marston, Proposed side extension: Council has no 
objection or comments. 
SDC site allocation proposals:  Members agreed to 
respond to SDC site allocation proposals for the Long 
Marston airfield and Meon Vale development sites as 
the lack of new road infrastructure and intensification 
of house building will potentially impact on Pebworth 
with added through traffic.  
Community & Council: 
a) From the reports from ward members regarding 
traffic and signage on Priory Lane, Broad Marston, it 
was noted that the WDC and WCC will not supply 
signage for private roads and it is the landowner or 
property owner’s responsibility to install appropriate 
signage if they wish to do so. Clerk to inform Mr 
Longford.      
b) Clerk reported on a funding request sent to 
Persimmon Homes Community Champions for traffic 
calming funding. Following no response, Council 
requested a follow-up letter be sent.  
c) Handyman reported that the Defibrillator status is 
satisfactory and confirmed regular checks are carried 
out. 

Graham Treglown 

Karen Pearson 

mailto:James@JDPearson.com
https://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/MyParish/OtherMeetings.aspx?ParishID=112&PostCode=&Prop=0&partner=wdc&marriedto=0
https://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/MyParish/OtherMeetings.aspx?ParishID=112&PostCode=&Prop=0&partner=wdc&marriedto=0
https://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/MyParish/OtherMeetings.aspx?ParishID=112&PostCode=&Prop=0&partner=wdc&marriedto=0
https://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/MyParish/OtherMeetings.aspx?ParishID=112&PostCode=&Prop=0&partner=wdc&marriedto=0
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d) Members noted the Defibrillator was recently used 
by the ambulance services and it has been re-installed 
and checked.    
e) Council considered a report from PIB and agreed 
the following actions on their requests:  
i) PIB to liaise directly with Rooftop Housing 
Association regarding any works relating to the 
Leylandii trees on the Boundary of The Close.  
ii) The tree debris on The Close caused by storm 
damage to be cleared and disposed of. It is suggested 
Mr Raffe Wood is asked to carry this out for the 
council.  
Flooding: Council agreed in principal to progress the 
upgrading of the culvert at Orchard Dene to a bridge 
crossing as WDC has confirmed the £4,500 support 
grant is available for the works. Clerk to liaise with the 
approved contractor to confirm costs and schedule 
the works and to proceed if the costs are agreed 
within budget. The budget is agreed to be £5,300 for 
the Broad Marston ditch and culvert works combined.  
An information letter to be sent to all neighbouring 
properties informing them of the pending works.  
It was agreed to proceed with the ditch clearance at 
Broad Marston Road as recommended by Cllr Alistair 
Adams whereby some 100m of ditch will be cleared of 
silt and a drainage pipe removed to create improved 
flow. Cllr John Hyde will liaise with the contractor. 
Clerk reported on the collapsed culvert blocking a 
watercourse on farmland north of the old fire station. 
The land is owned by Mr Mark Rainbow and Clerk to 
request to Mr Rainbow to clear the watercourse 
blockage.      
Watercourse between Broad Marston Manor and the 
Priory is still obstructed by fallen tree. As the riparian 
responsibility is uncertain, Clerk will write to both 
properties requesting the watercourse is cleared 
before winter.    
Cllr Alistair Adams reported the blocked drain gully by 
the Church is scheduled for jetting in the near future.  
Cllr Alistair Adams reported the culvert under Chapel 
Road by the Village Hall is possibly silted up, 
Lengthsman to investigate. 
The Close and Recreation Field: The monthly safety 
inspection found no safety matter of concern. 
The annual safety inspection by Wicksteed has been 
requested for an accompanied inspection. Visit date 
confirmation is expected by November.    
Council considered the extensive play equipment 
inspection report from Timberplay and agreed the 
report requires an in-depth comparison with the 

RoSPA report to identify the issues in need of 
attention. Cllrs Morrow, Meynell and Hyde will 
consider the reports and recommend future actions 
to be considered at the next council meeting.  
Council considered a suggestion from the Village Hall 
(see the Village Hall report appended) for improving 
public seating near the play equipment on The Close 
and an option to move the youth shelter to the play 
equipment area giving an improved visual aspect from 
the Village Hall. A cost of £500 was muted for the 
youth shelter move. Council agreed to the move but 
has no budget for this or any new seating therefore 
the Village Hall can move the shelter at their own 
expense if they wish. A budget for new public seating 
will be considered at the November budget meeting.    
All recreation field hedges have been cut by the 
Council’s hedge cutting contractor as the recreation 
field surface conditions are deteriorating with the 
current wet weather.   
It was noted the hedge cutting was not fully 
completed as a heap of manure is blocking the track 
access around the allotment site denying access to 
the tractor. The heap has been in place for some 
months and Council agreed to write to all tenants 
confirming the access track must not be blocked at 
any time to allow free movement of vehicles and 
maintenance machinery. The heap of manure to be 
moved as soon as possible.     
Council agreed to undertake the required annual 
visual tree inspection on The Close and suggested Mr 
Clive Warren (Parish Tree Warden) is asked to carry 
out the inspection and issue a report to Council.  
Cemetery: Council considered replanting the 35m 
long hedge line fronting the cemetery and agreed the 
matter should be considered at the November budget 
meeting when funds may be available for the works.  
Street Lighting: Members reported Candela’s 
contractors have completed most of the streetlight 
installation works and some new columns are 
awaiting painting before a final inspection takes 
place.  
Highway Matters: The Clerk reported on the storm 
damaged trees and a dead tree on the verge in Friday 
Street being reported to WCC, no clearance has taken 
place to date and the situation will be monitored and 
reported again if necessary.  
Lengthsman or Handyman Matters: 
Works completed from last month: The debris grill in 
the watercourse by the Village Hall has been cleared 
of debris. Lengthsman reported the Nolan Brook in 
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Broad Marston is still partly blocked with fallen trees 
- Clerk will write to the riparian owners of the 
watercourse requesting the trees are removed as 
soon as possible.  
Public Rights of Way: Cllr John Hyde informed the 
meeting that the PROW volunteers are now active 
again but only clearance works will be carried out due 
to Covid conditions.   
Village Hall refurbishment report from Cllr James 
Pearson: A site meeting was attended by a new site 
manager along with Arden’s MD who apologised for 
the various delays to the project and promised to get 
things on track. Physically there has been significantly 
more progress since that point in time. There are 
however delays to the completion programme which 
was apparent at our last parish council meeting. The 
original target date was mid-October which will be 
missed by circa 8 weeks. I think in the last meeting I 
suggested that they were a month behind but having 
taken stock of the position since their change in 
staffing their new programme looks like they will 
deliver the completed project in early December. 
The contract enables the charging of up to £500 per 
week for late delivery of the project. Those losses 
(termed LAD’s) have to be a ‘real’ loss so we have to 
adjust the rental income the village hall would have 
had for the impact of Covid but that sum is also there 
to cover additional professional fees (eg additional 
meetings with the architects etc) so I think that we 
will be realistically claiming the full sum (or certainly 
the majority of it). 
There may be some additional funds sourced by the 
village hall committee (but received by the parish 
council) which may facilitate some additional works 
e.g. new roller shutters to the kitchen area.  
Subject to clarification re the above the project 
remains on track financially, and as I’ve said I will 
circulate a more detailed financial summary of the 
current position after the next site meeting.  
Lastly, just to prime people, there is an agenda item 
in relation to something I suggested in the last 
meeting relating to potentially moving the youth 
shelter. 
The idea first came up in some of the research for the 
NDP, in particular from the focus groups with parents 
with children of an age where they use the play 
equipment and there was an opinion expressed by a 
number of people that more seating was needed near 
to the play equipment for parents. 

I have also been approached by Dawn, Jane and 
others on the Village Hall committee asking the parish 
council to consider relocating the youth shelter from 
its current location, which is virtually in front of the 
next extension, to a site nearer to the play equipment. 
Their argument is one of practicality, the new room 
and the patio area outside it will be a key asset to the 
village and the location of the youth shelter doesn’t 
work well with the alignment of the extension 
(particularly if for example we use the back patio area 
to host concerts or events). Dawn has enquired and 
has been provided with a costing of just under £500 
to move the shelter. 
County Councillor Report- Pebworth  
Month: September 2020  
Prepared by Alastair Adams  
Littletons Division, Worcestershire County Council 
The Government announced new restrictions on 22nd 
September to help tackle the rise in Covid-19 cases 
across the country. 
They include: 
• workers should work from home where possible 
• all pubs, bars and restaurants must be table service 
only and must close at 10pm from Thursday 24 
September 
• the requirement to wear a face covering has now 
extended to staff in retail, staff in hospitality and 
passengers in taxis 
• weddings are now limited to 15 people, funerals 
remain at a limit of 30 people 
Changes have also been made to the exemptions list 
for the rule of 6. 
 
COVID-19 STATISTICS and INFORMATION 
Official statistics and information are available on the 
link below:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid
-19-track-coronavirus-cases 
Face Coverings on Home to School Transport: 
In light of the continued and rising increase in 
community transmission and COVID-19 infection 
rates, Worcestershire County Council with advice 
from Public Health have decided to make the wearing 
of face coverings mandatory on Home to School 
Transport from Tuesday 6th October.  
Children under the age of 11 will be exempt and the 
Council will follow the same guidance that is in place 
for Public Transport which can be found on the 
Department for Transport website. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-track-coronavirus-cases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-track-coronavirus-cases
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Read Coronavirus (COVID-19): safer travel guidance 
for passengers  
Worcestershire County Council is working with 
schools to ensure they will have a supply of face 
coverings for those pupils who do not currently have 
one and these will be available from school.  
Due to the short timescale we will be unable to send 
out letters to all pupils so we would appreciate your 
help in distributing this message to pupils, parents 
and carers.  
WHERE CAN I GET FURTHER INFORMATION, HELP 
AND ADVICE? 
Worcestershire County Council website: 
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/coronavirus 
NHS Website for information on Coronavirus: 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-
19/ 
Download the NHS COVID-19 app today: 
https://covid19.nhs.uk/ 
Financial support for you: If you are struggling 
financially then the advice is to make a claim for 
Universal Credit, Council Tax Support and other 
benefits you may be eligible for. 
There is more information on the coronavirus 
employments and benefits page. 
Help paying your Council Tax: If you are of working 
age and already receiving Council Tax Support, you 
will get a one-off reduction of up to £150. This will be 
applied automatically to your bill. New bills will be 
issued in the next few weeks. 
You can apply online for Council Tax Support if you are 
struggling to pay your bill. 
More information is available on our Benefits and 
Council Tax page. 
Even if you are not eligible for Council Tax Support, 
you still may be able to defer your payments for a 
short period or spread them over 12 months instead 
of ten. 
Please contact the Council’s team by emailing 
Revenues@southworcestershirerevenues.gov.uk or 
call 03004 560560 to discuss your circumstances and 
they will do their best to help you. 
Help to find a job: If you have been made redundant, 
are facing redundancy or are looking for work then 
the Worcestershire Jobs Match scheme can help. It 
has been created to help match businesses struggling 
to fill vacancies with individuals who have lost their 
jobs as a result of the Covid-19 outbreak. 
We are also supporting the Pick for Britain campaign, 
to find thousands of workers to help support farmers 

to harvest fruit and vegetables and help feed the 
nation. 
You can find out more about job opportunities 
available on our local farms, and other opportunities, 
on our Local Job Opportunities page. 
Support for businesses: The Council’s new business 
support programme, Here2Help Business is live: 
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20807/here
2help_business 
It is a £3m programme designed to assist local 
Worcestershire Businesses to recover, adapt, develop 
and support future resilience as lockdown measures 
reduce. 
Also see the Government website 
www.businesssupport.gov.uk which has details of all 
the support available to businesses. 
Highways: To keep up to date on the roads affected 
see 
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20602/road
works_in_worcestershire  
Or look at the national roadworks website below, and 
type in Pebworth in the top right box to search. 
www.roadworks.org  
1. Blocked gullies Back Lane – reported, and marked 
up for jetting. 
2. New “Narrow Road” sign to be erected before the 
bend (coming in from Little Meadows) between St 
Peter's Church and Corner Cottage. 
3. Speed limit in Ullington – at the moment the speed 
limit through Ullington is 60mph, but there is a good 
argument to reduce this to 40mph. I had a meeting in 
July with West Mercia Safer Road Partnerships and 
WCC Highways and they agreed to re-look at the 
speed limit and will be doing a traffic speed survey in 
the next few months. 
4. Back Lane Pebworth to be closed between Front 
Street and Friday Street for carriage repairs/patching 
in week commencing 26th Oct (Half-term). Also Kerbs 
on corner of Back Lane/School Lane to be 
renewed/adjusted. 
5. Stratford Rd Honeybourne Road Closure – 2/11/20 
for Bridge inspection by Network Rail. 
6. Honeybourne pedestrian crossing on Station Rd –
Up until early June the works were planned to begin 
in July/August. However, Western Power Distribution 
have informed the council that it will take 3-6 months 
to install the electricity. I am working with the council 
to see if we can get an improvement from WPD but 
they are blaming COVID and a backlog in work. 
Earliest date for works to begin looks now to be March 

http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://covid19.nhs.uk/
mailto:Revenues@southworcestershirerevenues.gov.uk
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20807/here2help_business
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20807/here2help_business
http://www.businesssupport.gov.uk/
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20602/roadworks_in_worcestershire
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20602/roadworks_in_worcestershire
http://www.roadworks.org/
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2021 as the anti-skid surfacing cannot be laid in cold 
weather.   
7. Hardcore laid by Severn Trent last year on field 
entrance off Friday Street causing flood water to 
travel down Friday Street. – reported to Severn Trent. 
Simple solution to dig a channel to right of gate to 
divert flood water back into the ditch.  Awaiting 
response from Severn Trent. 
8. Flood alleviation scheme at back entrance to 
Orchard Dene Hall – culvert to be widened. Quote 
received from contractor. Parish awaiting go ahead 
from WDC. 
9. REMINDER to clear all brooks, gullies and ditches 
before winter flood season – a reminder to all 
landowners and Parish councils to check all ditches, 
gullies and brooks NOW to ensure no obstructions 
that could make things worse in flood situations. 
As always, if you have any issues on any Highways 
matters, please report it on the WCC website 
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/homepage/98/re
port_it   
Also remember a photo of the Highways problem is as 
good as “a thousand words” so always take a photo 
where possible.  
Broadband in Broad Marston: Just a reminder that 
Fibre to the premises is coming to Broad Marston with 
speeds up to 100Mbps. See 
https://www.superfastworcestershire.com/build-
progress 
Post codes that are covered – CV37 8XT, 8XY, 8XZ 
Flooding Update: Good meeting occurred in Broad 
Marston/ Mickleton Rd on 21st August with the WCC 
and WDC to consider the Heart of England proposal to 
build a wetland and a flood plain upstream of Broad 
Marston to help alleviate flooding. Very positive 
meeting, so I am keeping my fingers crossed. The 

WDC are surveying the HoEF field at the beginning of 
October. 
Also, we had a meeting on looking at ways to solve the 
flooding at the crossroads near the Gate Inn in 
Honeybourne. Again, WDC have agreed to survey the 
land upstream in Honeybourne and we are working 
with the local farmer to build a flood plain.  
Speed checks in Little Meadows: PC Jamie Lee was out 
last month checking speeds through Little Meadows 
and issuing speeding tickets where necessary. He will 
be out again this month, so a reminder to WATCH 
YOUR SPEED! And obey the speed limits, or risk a 
speeding ticket. Not the kind of present you want for 
Christmas!  
County Council Divisional Fund: 
• Bretforton Allotments – grant requested for a 
strimmer. 
• Honeybourne Harriers – grant for portable flood 
lights so the youngsters can continue training on the 
Honeybourne Sports Field during the dark evenings. 
• Pebworth In Bloom have applied for a grant to help 
cover the cost of the bedding plants and hanging 
baskets planted around the village.  
If you run a community organisation that needs a little 
support to buy equipment or some essential service, 
then please apply for a Divisional Fund by contacting 
me. 
Your County Councillor, Alastair Adams can be 
contacted on adams.pebworth@gmail.com or mobile 
07725 979 277 or www.alastairadams.org  
 
Your District Councillor, Thomas Havemann-Mart can 
be contacted on  
Thomas.Havemann-Mart@Wychavon.net or mobile 
07817 873 054 
 

       
   
 

Please let us have your news and announcements for the DECEMBER Piper on or before 20th November. 
Please contact: 

Tracey Morley at t.morley18@btinternet.com The Old Barn, Back Lane 720893 or 
 Diana Beaumont at dianabeaumont@btinternet.com Meon House, Friday Street. 

 

http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/homepage/98/report_it
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/homepage/98/report_it
https://www.superfastworcestershire.com/build-progress
https://www.superfastworcestershire.com/build-progress
mailto:adams.pebworth@gmail.com
http://www.alastairadams.org/
mailto:Thomas.Havemann-Mart@Wychavon.net

